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Motorsport’s classic events are coming thick and fast at the moment. 


We’ve only just had the 2022 editions of the Monaco Grand Prix and 32 Evans pounces for Formula E victory 
Indianapolis 500, and now it’s time for the greatest sportscar race 38 Power unstoppable in Detroit IndyCar 
in the world, the Le Mans 24 Hours. 42 World of Sport: IMSA; GT World 

As has become tradition, we have put our Le Mans preview, covering Challenge Europe; Formula Regional 
all the cars and drivers in all four classes, into a free supplement. Gary European; NASCAR Cup; MotoGP 
Watkins has spoken to many of the key players while also picking out CLUB AUTOSPORT 
some pertinent moments from the past. He’ll also be on hand to Bat RAC inhey mec ce ine 
report on the goth running of the race for next week’s issue. 63 Motorsport UK's StreetCar initiative 

The Azerbaijan Grand Prix also takes place this weekend. Unlike 64 BTCC support series praise new calendar 
Monaco, Red Bull will go in as favourite, meaning Ferrari needs to 66 Ovenden, O’Donovan take British RX wins 
pull out something special for Charles Leclerc if Max Verstappen 69 Opinion: Stefan Mackley 
is not going to run away with the Formula 1 World Championship. 70 National reports: Brands Hatch; 
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Haas has already performed one of the biggest turnarounds in recent 
Donington Park; Shelsley Walsh 


history following its disastrous 2021. Alex Kalinauckas speaks to the 


main figures to find out what happens next (page 16), while also taking FINISHING STRAIGHT 

a look at Mick Schumacher. With an established team-mate and a 78 What’s on this week 

good car, now is the time for the young German to start scoring 80 From the archive: 1953 French GP 
points and prove he deserves a long-term future in F1 (p22). 82 My favourite car: Will Power 


On a more fun note, we combine Le Mans with Minis as 2015 victor 


(and current Corvette driver) Nick Tandy gets behind the wheel of agate yee ; 
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VISIT AUTOSPORT.COM 
For other ways to read Britain’s 
best motorsport weekly 
ie NEXT WEEK 
; 16 JUNE 
FREE WITH THIS ISSUE 
p All the action from the 
Ala Ua greatest enduro, plus *AUTOSPORT 


Azerbaijan GP report 


HAL LE MANS Aiea LEMANS 
LeMar = SUPPLEMENT 


az p All you need to 
know - and 
hopefully a bit 
more besides - 

our 52-page special 
looking ahead 


kevin.turner@autosport.com 


Have your say, get in touch 
a y a 


1 Eton Street E-mail Visit our website Twitter Facebook Instagram YouTube . 
ed to this weekend’s 
Richmond autosport@ autosport.com twitter.com/ facebook.com/ _instagram.com/ —- youtube.com/ 
TW9 1AG autosport.com autosport autosport autosport © AUTOSPORTdotcom Le Mans 24 Hours 


9 JUNE 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 3 


PIT + PADDOCK 


PY 


‘ ) ' 1 ‘i | 


LE MANS }f 


ee aay 


: 


X 
— X 


LAE regu 


STALOC I 


& 8 2. 


eee es 


— rahe 4 
SS 


Glickenhaus vows to take the 
challenge to Toyota for Le Mans 


Glickenhaus is heading into this 

weekend’s Le Mans 24 Hours believing it 
can mount a challenge for race victory in the 
centrepiece round of the World Endurance 
Championship. The revised Balance of 
Performance in the Hypercar class and 
improvements to the American marque’s 
007 LMH have given rise to a new-found 
confidence within the squad. 

Team founder Jim Glickenhaus was in 
bullish mood in the wake of last weekend’s 
Le Mans test day on the full Circuit de la 
Sarthe after Romain Dumas ended up second 


Sinault believes 
Alpine will suffer 


on straightline speed 
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in the times, and only 0.2 seconds off the 
Toyota at the top of the classification. 
“Why shouldn’t we be going into the race 
believing we can win?” said Glickenhaus. 
“That’s why you go racing, and we won’t 
go down easily. If you were a betting man, 
you’d look at Glickenhaus and Toyota and 
say, ‘Why should someone like us who 
builds as many road cars in two years as 
they do in five minutes have a chance?’ But 
what we have now is a fair BoP; that’s all I 
ever asked for so that we have a chance.” 
Glickenhaus pointed to the change in the 
deployment speed for the Toyota GRo10 
HYBRID’s front-axle hybrid system as the 
key change from Le Mans last year. The 
speed has gone up from 120km/h in the dry 
and 150km/h in the wet to a figure that now 
stands at 190km/h in all conditions for the 
Toyota after the hybrid deployment was 
moved from the technical regulations to the 
BoP. “I didn’t say I wanted 190km/h, I just 
said that having a four-wheel-drive car 
shouldn’t come with a massive advantage,” 
he explained. “I have great respect for what 
the Automobile Club de l’Ouest and the FIA 
[who jointly set the rules for the WEC] have 
done. They’ve looked at all the data and 
come up with what I believe is a fair BoP.” 
Glickenhaus went on to say that his 
team’s Le Mans Hypercar developed in Italy 


by Podium Advanced Technologies is also a 
more raceable car than the one that finished 
fourth and fifth at the delayed 2021 running 
of the 24 Hours last August. “The guys at 
Podium have done an amazing job 
optimising our car,” he explained. “The one 
thing you can say about Luca [Ciancetti, 
who heads up the LMH programme at 
Podium] is that for seven days a week for 
the past year he has done nothing but 

make our car better, make it easier to 

drive and make it more serviceable.” 

He explained that the ergonomics of the 
cockpit of the Glickenhaus have been one 
key area of improvement since 2021: “If you 
make the cockpit more comfortable, then it 
will be easier to drive it faster for longer.” 

Glickenhaus and Ciancetti also pointed 
to improvements within the team structure, 
which incorporates personnel from the 
multiple Le Mans-winning Joest Racing 
squad. “Last year our pitwork wasn’t up 
to standard, so we have put an enormous 
amount of effort into that,’ said 
Glickenhaus. “We have made it better, 
and we did an enormous number of 
practices during the test.” 

Ciancetti explained that the team will be 
tactically stronger this year, too. “I would 
say we are better prepared from a strategy 
point of view,” said Ciancetti, who also 
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Glickenhaus is 
happy with BoP 
developments 


pointed out that the 007 has already proved 
to be a reliable contender. “We have had 
only one retirement for the car so far in 
the programme [at Monza last July], so 
we can say we have done our work well.” 

There was less confidence in the Alpine 
camp after the test day. The Signatech-run 
A48o is down on straightline speed since 
Le Mans last year: the BoP for Le Mans 
allows the Gibson V8 in the back of the 
A480 grandfathered LMP1 420kW this 
year compared with 450kW in 2021. 
That’s a reduction of 40bhp. 

“We are 10km/h down on last year,” 
said team boss Philippe Sinault. “It is a 
problem because it makes it hard for our 
drivers to overtake the LMP2s on the 
straights. Normally there will be no change 
for the race, so we have to work on it.” 
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BMW reveals its new 
LMDh contender for 2023 


BMW has released the first photographs 
of its LMDh prototype for next season 
in camouflage livery. It has also revealed 
the name and the first technical details 
of a car developed in conjunction with 
Dallara that is due to begin testing this 
summer ahead of its debut in next 
year’s IMSA SportsCar Championship. 

A machine that will be known as the 
BMW M Hybrid V8 will be powered 
by a turbocharged V8. That is all the 
German manufacturer has said about 
the internal combustion element of the 
hybrid powertrain, but it is known that 
the engine has its roots in the four-litre, 
eight-cylinder naturally aspirated 
engine that powered its DTM cars from 
its re-entry into the series in 2012 until 
the switch to the two-litre in-line-four 
turbo engines for 2019. 

BMW has taken advantage of rules 
that allow manufacturers to imbue an 
LMDh with style cues from their model 
range. The styling of the M Hybrid 
retains the marque’s signature kidney 
grille designs from the renderings 
released by BMW last year. 

“The most critical task and the 
greatest challenge for the design team 
in the LMDh programme was that the 


prototype must be clearly recognisable 
as aBMW M Motorsport car,” said 
BMW M GmbH CEO Franciscus van 
Meel. “And I can say this to all the fans, 
just one look is enough to confirm that 
the BMW M Hybrid V8 is a BMW. It 
clearly carries the genes of BMW M” 

The camouflage livery incorporates 
elements of the colour schemes of 
previous BMW IMSA racers including 
the 1976 3.0 CSL, the 1981 Mi/C 
and its more recent 74 GTLM 
and M8 GTE machinery. 

Acura, meanwhile, has released a first 
rendering of its LMDh (below), which 
will also start racing in the IMSA series 
next year. The Honda brand announced 
its continuation in IMSA in January 
2.021 and then a renewal of its 
collaboration with ORECA in December, 
but opted not to put out any images of 
a car that will be known as the ARX-06. 
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Don’t cap drivers’ 
salaries, says Alonso 


FORMULA 1 more to promote Formula 1. 
We do more and more events 
and we are more in contact 
with the fans. They [F1] are 
benefiting from that. So we 
should be outside from that 
cap. It’s very complicated.” “ 


A number of drivers have >. g y 


questioned the viability of a 


salary cap, including Lewis 
exmmeD? 


Hamilton, who previously 
ee pimNmec 


Alpine Formula 1 star 
Fernando Alonso has 
questioned the possible 
introduction of a cap on 
driver salaries in the series. 
F1 introduced a budget cap 
at the start of the 2021 season, 
initially at $145million per 
year. This figure dropped to 
$140m for 2022 and will fall 
by a further $5m next year, 
although talks are ongoing 


said he felt that it may 
hinder younger stars amid 
restrictions on image rights. 


about the impact of inflation Alfa Romeo Fi chief Sos piNANCE of 
and increased freight costs. Frederic Vasseur said in 
There are a number of Monaco that he thought a 


exclusions from this base 
figure, including the driver 
salaries, but there is a renewed 
push for a cap on driver pay. 
“TI don’t think it’s needed,” 


salary cap for drivers and key 
personnel would be “the next 
topic on the table” as the 
series pushes for greater 
financial sustainability. 


claimed in Monaco that it 
stood no chance at present 
of staying under the $140m 


this figure be exceeded, then 
extra money spent on the 
driver salaries could come 


said Alonso at the recent 

Monaco Grand Prix. “Drivers 
have been always outside this 
topic, and I think the drivers, 


The proposed plan for 
the salary cap over the past 
couple of years has set a 
figure of $30m to cover both 


out of the team budget cap. 
The cost cap is in the 

spotlight again as a number 

of teams push for an increase 


limit for the season, but other 
teams have suggested that the 
bigger squads simply develop 

their cars less to stay within it. 


they are using us more and 


Abu Dhabi 
investigator 
leaves FIA 


FORMULA 1 


Peter Bayer, the man who led the 
investigation into the controversial 
2021 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, has left 
his position as FIA secretary general for 
sport and Formula 1 executive director. 
Bayer took up the role as the FIA’s 
secretary general for sport in 2017, 
overseeing all activities in the FIA’s sporting 
department from karting up to F1, as well as 
working closely with member clubs across 
the world. The Austrian became the FIA’s 
F1 executive director late last year prior 
to the controversial end to the season in 
Abu Dhabi, overseeing its F1 operations. 
In a statement, the FIA said: “The FIA 
warmly thanks him for the achievements 
he has contributed to the development of 
motor sport over the last five years. In 
particular, he has supervised, with the 
entire Sport Division, the building of the 
single-seater pyramid from karting to F1, 
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the creation of the new World Rally-Raid 
Championship, as well as improving safety 
and sustainability in all disciplines. The FIA 
wishes him all the best for the future.” 

As part of his role, Bayer was placed in 
charge of overseeing the investigation into 
the events of Yas Marina, where Lewis 
Hamilton lost out on the Fi title to Max 
Verstappen on the final-lap restart after 
former race director Michael Masi failed 
to implement at least two articles of the 
sporting regulations. Under new president 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem, the FIA has 
restructured its F1 operations, including 
the appointment of two race directors to 


in the $140m limit. Ferrari 


LUKE SMITH 


Bayer oversaw probe 
into Yas Marina final lap 


alternate the role and the introduction 
of a new virtual race control room. 
The FIA has recently appointed former 
DAMS managing director Francois Sicard 
as its new single-seater sporting director as 
part of its restructuring, in a role that was 
positioned between Bayer and the other 
key Fi figures within the governing body. 
Bayer will be replaced on an interim basis 
by Shaila-Ann Rao, who previously spent 
two years with the FIA as its legal director, 
then left at the end of 2018 to join Mercedes 
as general counsel before becoming a special 
advisor to Toto Wolff in January 2021. 
LUKE SMITH 


GALLOWAY 


Quartararo to 
stay at Yamaha 


Reigning MotoGP world champion 
Fabio Quartararo has finally agreed 
anew two-year deal with Yamaha 
following months of negotiations. 

The Frenchman has ridden for Yamaha 
since making his MotoGP debut in 2019 
with Petronas SRT, before being promoted 
to the Japanese marque’s factory squad 
in 2021 to replace Valentino Rossi. 
Quartararo won five races last year on 
his way to his first MotoGP world title 
and Yamaha’s first since 2015. 

Since the winter, he has admitted 
that his future in MotoGP remained 
open due to unhappiness with the lack 
of progress Yamaha made with its engine 
for 2022. His manager revealed in April 
that rival manufacturers had approached 
Quartararo, although Yamaha was 
confident it could get a deal over the line. 

Quartararo said it was “not an easy 
decision” to commit to Yamaha, but was 
convinced by the project it is putting 
together. This will include consulting with 
ex-Ferrari and Toyota F1 engine man Luca 
Marmorini, who has worked with Aprilia. 

Quartararo’s signing is one of the biggest 
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pieces of the wider 2023 rider market puzzle 
to fall into place, with Aprilia confirming 
ahead of last month’s Italian Grand Prix 

the renewals of both Aleix Espargaro and 
Maverick Vinales for the next two years. 

At last weekend’s Barcelona round, Ducati 
confirmed to the media that Jack Miller will 
not have a place in its stable in 2023. The 
three-time race winner is now set to join 
KTM, while Honda’s Pol Espargaro is set 


to be replaced by 2020 world champion 
Joan Mir and return to KTM with Tech3. 
Ducati is yet to decide who of Enea 
Bastianini and Jorge Martin will replace 
Miller at the factory team, while KTM’s 
Miguel Oliveira, who is unhappy with 
an offer from the marque to go back to 
Tech3, was spotted in discussions with 
Ducati and Gresini Racing at Barcelona. 


Injury forces Ilott out of Detroit 


British IndyCar Series rookie Callum Ilott 
was forced to miss last weekend’s round 
at Detroit Belle Isle. The ex-Formula 2 
runner-up, who drives for Juncos Hollinger 
Racing — the only one-car team in the 
Series — is nursing a fractured right 
hand following his heavy shunt in 
the Indianapolis 500. 

“After speaking with the doctors and 
specialists here in Indy the damage to 
my hand was slightly worse than when 
they first looked at it,” said Ilott. “They 
suggested that long-term healing was 
the top priority and any damage that 
could be done in the short term by 
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racing would be a longer-term problem. 
“So, after learning this I agreed with the 
medical team’s decision that I would not be 
cleared and would spend more time healing.” 
Ilott said he is expecting to be cleared 
to race at Road America this weekend. 
His place on the JHR team in Detroit 
was taken by Santino Ferrucci, who 
therefore raced for his third different 
team in three IndyCar races this season. 
At Texas Motor Speedway he subbed for 
Jack Harvey at Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
Racing after Harvey crashed in practice, 
and at the Indy 500 Ferrucci was part 
of Dreyer & Reinbold Racing’s two-car 
line-up along with Sage Karam. 
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Alexander Rossi will leave Andretti 
Autosport at the end of this season to join 
Arrow McLaren SP. His decision is the 
result of his belief that AMSP is one of 
three teams, along with Chip Ganassi 
Racing and Team Penske, capable of 
winning the IndyCar Series. 

The 30-year-old has driven for Michael 
Andretti’s team since arriving in the series 
in 2016. As a rookie, Rossi won that year’s 
Indianapolis 500, racked up six more wins 
over the next three years, and was a title 
contender in 2018 and 2019. But he has 
failed to win a race in the past three years 
due to some misfortune, the occasional 


driving error, and sub-par pitstops. 

“T think it’s been very obvious what Zak 
Brown [McLaren Racing CEO] and Taylor 
[Kiel, AMSP team president] have done 
over the last couple of years...” said Rossi. 
“The overall performance of the team has 
exponentially increased every event we go 
to. That was a pretty easy decision for me 
to see them as a championship contender.” 

With Arrow McLaren SP expanding to 
three full-time entries in 2022, and Pato 
O’Ward confirmed at least through to the 
end of 2025, there remains a question 
mark over Felix Rosenqvist. But Kiel 
suggested that the Swede’s improved 
form since last August will be enough 
to see him retain his ride. 
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“We're seeing fantastic pace, good races,” 
said Kiel. “I think Felix is a fantastic driver 
and a great fit for our team. Felix just needs 
to continue doing what he’s doing. We’re 
evaluating how to make our team better all 
the time. Felix is a part of that right now. As 
long as he’s doing what he needs to do, and 
he knows what that is, he’ll be driving for us.” 

Rossi’s place at Andretti Autosport will be 
taken by Kyle Kirkwood, who won the 2021 
Indy Lights championship with the squad. 
Andretti needed a fully funded driver in his 
fourth seat this year, so instead promoted 
another of his Lights drivers, Devlin 
DeFrancesco, leaving Kirkwood to spend 
his rookie season at AJ Foyt Racing. 


Lamborghini comes clean on Ligier link-up 


Lamborghini has gone public 
with the development 
partner for its LMDh 
prototype due to begin racing 
in 2024. It has confirmed 
what the world already 
knew: that it is working 
with French constructor 
Ligier Automotive. 

Confirmation of the 
Volkswagen brand’s choice 
of chassis partner followed 
on this week from the 
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mid-May announcement of 
its entry into the prototype 
arena. There was no 
explanation of the choice 
or any reasoning for its 
decision not to pursue its 
previous plan to piggyback 
off sister marque Porsche’s 
LMDh programme with 
Multimatic Motorsport. 
Lamborghini Squadra 
Corse boss Giorgio Sanna 
said that in the Ligier 
organisation based at 
Magny-Cours “we have 


found a team of young, 
competent and motivated 
people”. Ligier owner Jacques 
Nicolet added that he is 
“extremely proud” to be 
selected by Lamborghini. 
Ligier is part of Nicolet’s 
Everspeed group. He initially 
started building cars under 
the Onroak Automotive 
banner after taking over 
the rights of Pescarolo 
Sport’s LMP2 design 
in the late 2000s. 
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Dakar Rally lengthened for ’23 


DAKAR RALLY 


Dakar Rally organiser the ASO has revealed 
the first details of its 2023 event in Saudi 
Arabia, increasing the length to 14 stages 
in response to calls from competitors. 

The 45th edition of the Dakar will kick 
off with a short Prologue from the shores 
of the Red Sea on 31 December 2022, with 
the results determining the starting order 
for the first full stage on New Year’s Day. 
The rally will travel east from there, with 
three stages, including the marathon, 
taking place in Saudi’s gruelling sand 
desert popularly known as Empty Quarter. 
The action will conclude on 15 January in 
Dammam on the east coast of the country, 
with the exact schedule, including the 
traditional rest day, to be announced later. 

No information was provided about the 
distance competitors will cover over the 
course of two weeks travelling from one 
end of Saudi Arabia to the other, but ASO 
said that 70% of the route will be new 


AUTOSPORT 


compared to the last two years. 

This will be the first Dakar run to 14 
stages since 2018, when Peru, Argentina 
and Bolivia jointly hosted the event. The 
route was cut to just 10 stages in 2019 
when Peru became the sole host nation, 
after Chile withdrew from participation 
at the last minute and talks with other 
Latin nations came to nothing. The ASO 
was able to bump the number of stages 
up to 12 when it moved the Dakar to 
the Middle East in 2020. 

Sunday’s announcement also confirms 
that the Dakar will take place entirely in 
Saudi Arabia for the third year in 
succession, despite the nation’s clause for 
exclusivity in the contract having expired 
after its first running of the event in 2020. 

External factors such as the COVID-19 
pandemic previously forced the ASO to 
confine the event to Saudi Arabia, although 
it has repeatedly expressed its desire to 
make the rally a multi-country event again. 
RACHIT THUKRAL & KHODA RAWI 


Get even more motorsport online 
with our Print + Digital Bundle 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


GLOCK IN DTM ONE-OFF 


Ex-Formula 1 racer Timo Glock will 
return to the DTM for next week’s 
Imola round as a wildcard entry with 
the Ceccato Racing BMW team of 
marque legend Roberto Ravaglia. 
Glock, who was a mainstay of BMW’s 
DTM line-up from 2013 to 2021, has 
switched into the Italian GT Sprint 
series this season with the M4 GT3 
of Ceccato, and leads the standings 
with co-driver Jens Klingmann. 


PLA REPLACES NUNEZ 


French sports-prototype ace Olivier 
Pla has replaced Tristan Nunez in 
Action Express Racing’s Cadillac 
alongside Pipo Derani for the 
remainder of the IMSA SportsCar 
series, effective from last weekend’s 
race at Detroit Belle Isle. Pla got a 
test at Road Atlanta in preparation 
for Detroit in the Cadillac, which 
Nunez had co-piloted to a best of 
third in the races held to date. 


HAWKSWORTH HURT ON BIKE 


Another IMSA driver absent from 
Detroit was Jack Hawksworth. The 
Yorkshireman is convalescing at home 
in the UK following a motocross 
shunt, and was replaced in the Vasser 
Sullivan team’s GTD Lexus by his 
regular GTD Pro co-driver Ben 
Barnicoat. Together with double-duty- 
pulling IndyCar driver Kyle Kirkwood, 
Barnicoat claimed class victory. 


BOWERS ON FORM AT RICARD 


Briton Gus Bowers kept up his GT4 
European Series title charge with 
two strong results at Paul Ricard last 
weekend alongside Swiss Konstantin 
Lachenauer in their Racing Spirit of 
Leman Aston Martin. The second race 
featured a late fight for the lead, with 
Mike Ortmann in the PROsport Aston 
he shared with Hugo Sasse holding 
on to defeat Lachenauer by 0.204 
seconds. In the opener on Saturday, 
Bowers and Lachenauer scored a 
fourth to add to their double victory 
at Imola, with Sasse and Ortmann 
victorious for the first time. 
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ROUND 8/22 
F1 AZERBAIJAN GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


LENGTH 3.730 miles NUMBER OF LAPS 51 


20 


DRS DETECTION DRS DETECTION 


2021 POLE POSITION POLE LAP RECORD RACE LAP RECORD 
Charles Leclerc 1m41.218s Valtteri Bottas 1m40.495s (2019) Charles Leclerc 1m43.009s (2019) 
UK START TIMES TYRE ALLOCATION 
. HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
Friday 10 June - v . 
FP1 1200 FP2 1500 
FP3 1200 
QUALIFYING 1500 C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 INTERMEDIATE WET 


Sunday 12 June CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 
RACE 1200 


CATCH THE RACE LIVE Drivers Constructors 
SKY SPORTS F1 1 Verstappen 125 1 RedBull 235 
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Leclerc 116 2 Ferrari 199 
3 Perez 110 3 Mercedes 134 
HIGHLIGHTS 4 Russell 84 4 McLaren 5) 
CHANNEL 4 1830 5 Sainz 83 5 AlfaRomeo 4l 
RACE STATS 
Previous Baku winners | e ; Neeser = Baku points tallies 
2021 Sergio Perez Red Bull a - motorsport Vettel 75 
2019 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes Pa hit toa close... ia : na IA JER * IMAGES Hamilton 63 
2018 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Perez 63 
2017 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull Bottas 51 
2016 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Ricciardo 33 
Leclerc 31 
Sainz 24 
Stroll 21 
Verstappen 16 
Alonso 16 
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Heavy going 


Monaco’s rain helped obscure the worst effects of the new-generation 


Fi cars’ weight gain. This weekend’s race in Baku may be less forgiving 


MATT KEW 


he radical return to ground-effect was given the 
green light because it had the end goal of boosting 
T overtaking. As such, it’s been the ability of the 
new Formula1 cars to follow one another more 
closely that, dynamically at least, has been front 
and centre during the first third of the 2022 campaign. But the 
other clear by-product of the technical overhaul has been 
weight gain. And the lamentable consequences of that 
appear to have got off pretty lightly so far. 

It should have been the case that on the first lap of the Monaco 
Grand Prix, the heaviest-ever breed of Firacers copped the most 
amount of flak. With many teams still not at the minimum weight 
limit (Helmut Marko reckons Red Bullis 5kg over), they are 
tipping the scales at aminimum of 798kg including the driver. 
That’s only the dry weight. Adda full tank of fuel for arace 
start and it’s more like gookg. Blimey. 

Sebastian Vettel joked earlier in the year that alap around the 
principality may as well have been undertaken on a bus given 
the heft of the new cars. Therefore, navigating the slowest, 
tightest corner on the calendar — the Loews/Grand Hotel/ 
Fairmont hairpin — should have been when the cars were 
brutally exposed and looked at their most cumbersome. 

Instead, after the delayed race start, the wet conditions stole 
the show to spare the blushes of the bloated machinery that 


“Cars bounced off the high 
kerbs and appeared ponderous 
as they took time to settle” 


largely escaped without mockery. With that in mind, it was the 
fiddly Turns 14-15 chicane of the inaugural Miami GP weekend 
that has so far proved the least flattering. Cars bounced off the 
high inside sausage kerbs and appeared ponderous as they 
took time to settle, even if that did force drivers into several 
corrections to spice up the spectacle. 

With Monaco not providing the peak of the derision, it was 
left to two-time IndyCar champion Josef Newgarden to reveal 
how lethargic the new Fi cars are. Last week, as Newgarden 
powered to pole around the tight streets of Detroit, he was 
having to hurriedly apply the opposite lock to keep a skittish 
rear endin check as the non-power-assisted steering 
wheel squirmed in his hands. 

Granted, a key ingredient that made the footage so visceral 
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came from the bumpy track surface. The video looked shaky 
and raw as the savage expansion joints deflected a Team Penske 
car that is still no single-seater featherweight at 740kg. But the 
point still stands that Newgarden’s car looked comparatively 
lithe, unsettled and therefore the more exciting. 

After rewatching the Newgarden lap again and again, 
the YouTube algorithm whirred into life and suggested 
two other clips for viewing pleasure. One was a post-2000 
comparison of Ficars through the second part of the 
Monaco swimming pool. The other was of Fernando Alonso 
demonstrating his 2005 title-winning Renault R25 in Abu 
Dhabiin 2020. Both reaffirmed how much energy F1 cars 
have lost through changes of direction. 

A lot of that comes from the weight gain, since near enough 
175kg has been added to the dry weight since the turn of the 
millennium to dull the reactions of the cars. But a perhaps 
overlooked contributing factor is how much the dimensions 
have rocketed up. Over the past 22 years, the wheelbase 
has increased by 600 millimetres up to amaximum of 
3600mm (although the Mercedes W10 of 2020 peaked at 
3726mm between axles). That’s a bigger jump than going 
froma Ford Focus toa Bentley Mulsanne. 

Particularly where weight is concerned, it again raises 
questions of the logic behind the technical shake-up that 
came in for 2017. The brief was to create the fastest-ever F1 
cars, regardless of the negative impact the extra dirty air would 
have on the racing. The revised rules led to wider front and rear 
wings, wider cars and bigger tyres. All added to the weight and 
size. And while the hybrid powertrain did contribute toa 48kg 
leap between 2013 and 2014, for the first year of the narrow 
1.6-litre turbo cars, they were still only 690kg dry. 

The Azerbaijan GP this weekend won’t disguise the heft 
very well. The Baku layout is peppered with 90-degree corners 
rather than the fast, open sweeps that best show off the high- 
speed credentials of these ground-effect machines. A dry 
run through the immensely narrow castle section has the 
potential to expose the worst traits of the 2022 cars ina 
way that adamp Monaco never really did. 

Of course, the new generation has only just arrived. For now, 
it’s best to make peace with the weight gain and subsequent 
laziness through the corners — it’s here to stay for the time being. 

It’s likely we will all focus on the overpowered DRS effect 
through the final sector at Baku, which will surely give way 
to plentiful changes of position and in turn be chalked up as 
a further success for the second ground-effect F1 era. But it 
shouldn’t be forgotten that the greatest shortcomings of the 
new rules will also be on display around the rest of the lap.¥ 
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Reaping rewards in sportscars 


Sebastien Bourdais has left US open-wheel racing behind, combining programmes on 


both sides of the pond in prototypes to gear up for Cadillac’s LMDh entry in 2023 


JAMES NEWBOLD 


ith the Le Mans 24 Hours on the horizon, Sebastien 
Bourdais says his sportscar racing odyssey “is about 
W to get a whole lot crazier” He’s not wrong. The 
Frenchman has beena sportscar regular for most 
of the past two decades, but always in parallel with 
a single-seater programme. Now, for the first time since 2010, 
the four-time Indycar champion has no US open-wheel ride this 
year. Instead, he’s split his focus between the IMSA SportsCar 
Championship with Chip Ganassi Racing’s Cadillac, and the 
World Endurance Championship with Vector Sport inthe 
ubiquitous LMP2 ORECA. 

Bourdais acknowledges that the door to an IndyCar return is 
“pretty much all buriedat this point”.“The Cadillac contract is 
pretty much exclusive, so it’s very unlikely to open up any kind of 
doors,” he says.“Yes, I think it’s pretty much done. Not somuch 
by choice, but just opportunities — racing is alot about that.” 

The glittering single-seater chapter of his career may be behind 
him, but the 43-year-old is enthused by what’s on the horizon. It’s 
the last season for the 2017-era Daytona Prototype international 
cars before LMDh will face off against Le Mans Hypercars in 
IMSA andthe WEC. Details of Caddy’s plans for its Dallara- 
based LMDh were due to be revealed after Autosport went 
to press, but Bourdais is excited to be involved “at the 
beginning of the development of the new baby”. 

His team is “still making big strides” in its second year running 
the DPi-V.R, having upscaled from a one to atwo-car operation this 
year. Bourdais returned to the Ganassi fold, after earning class wins 
at Le Mans (2.016) and Daytona (2017) whenit ran the Ford GT 
programme, to partner Renger van der Zande. And although they 
have been dogged by misfortune in the races, their pace hasn’t been 
in doubt anda second win of the year came last weekend in Detroit. 

Bourdais has taken four pole positions from six races so far — all 
lap records — and his storming opening stint that secured victory at 
Long Beach, after a delay in traffic caused him to drop from the lead 
to the back of the DPi pack, was as good as any you’ll see this year. 

He says his Indycar experience gives him“a bit of an edge” in 
prototypes. But he’s by no means new to endurance racing either. 
Bourdais made his Le Mans debut in1999 ina GT2 Porsche 
alongside 1970s Formula1 star Jean-Pierre Jarier. He was then 
signed by Le Mans legend Henri Pescarolo for selected races in 
2000 alongside his primary programme in Formula 3000 and 
finished fourth at Le Mans behinda trio of Audis. 

“That really started the whole sportscar love story for me,” 
Bourdais says of the“super-interesting” period that culminated 
with two FIA Sportscar Championship race wins during his 2002 
F3000 title year. Working with Pescarolo to develop its Courage 
C60 prototype taught him important lessons he carried forward 


to win consecutive Champ Car titles between 2004 and 2007. 

Given sportscars has only ever been a sideline until now, 
Bourdais’s honours list is impressive. He won the Spa24 Hours in 
2.002, claimed the Daytona 24 Hours in 2014, and has two Sebring 
12 Hours wins to his credit. It’s the Sebring wins he cherishes most 
—he lapped the field on an“incredible day” in 2015 and fought back 
from two laps down to win witha broken rear wing last year. 

But there remains an important item for him to check off. 
Bourdais acknowledges that an outright Le Mans win remains 
“probably the single biggest goal” after finishing runner-up three 
times with Peugeot. Going back to Le Mans this year ina prototype 


“An outright Le Mans win 
remains ‘probably the single 
biggest goal’ for Bourdais” 


for the first time since 2012 will be the best possible preparation, 
although the Vector squad is stilla young team entering only its 
third race. Bourdais knew team boss Gary Holland after working 
together with the Risi Ferrari team at Le Mans in 2020, and so 

had an“automatic interest” in being part of the project to get 
reacquainted with ACO rules ahead of Cadillac’s anticipated entry. 

Bourdais had to skip the Sebring WEC season-opener because 
Cadillac didn’t grant its approval for him to compete on the day 
before the 12 Hours IMSA race. He finished 1o0thin class with Nico 
Muller and Ryan Cullen at Spa, arace red-flagged three times and 
heldin constantly changing conditions, after an off passing a 
slower GT car left him in the gravel. 

“Tt’s beena very challenging, tricky start for the team,” he 
acknowledges.“ There are still ways to improve, we’re not exactly 
where we want to be. But then obviously ifI didn’t screw it up in 
Spa, it would have been a different result!” 

A top-five in LMP2 at Le Mans“would be avery good 
achievement”; Bourdais believes, given the team’s experience and 
“steep learning curve” “We’re up against really strong opposition, 
so we'll just try and do the best we can to come out of there feeling 
that we did a good job,”he says. “Hopefully we’ve put all the bad 
luck in one basket and exhausted it, so we can enjoy astrongrun.” 

Regardless of where Vector finishes, it will be invaluable 
experience both for Bourdais and for Cadillac — that could 
have a significant payoff this time next year... 


© P42 1MSA REPORT 
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Don't forget another true classic 


The Isle of Man TT is back after a two-year pause. This legendary event is 


crazily dangerous, yet still utterly compelling for riders and spectators alike 


LEWIS DUNCAN 


his weekend it’s the Le Mans 24 Hours. Two 
weeks ago it was the Monaco Grand Prix and 
T the Indianapolis 500. As far as the car racing 

community is concerned, there’s no greater 

two-week period on the calendar. But nestled 
between them is an event just as old and just as legendary that 
the mainstream tends to turnits gaze away from. Maybe it’s 
snobbery, maybe it’s merely a quiet appreciation for something 
that is still hard to comprehend as a sporting event. 

After atwo-year break due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Isle of Man TT roared back into life on 29 May and, at the time of 
writing, will finish on 10 June with the big finale: the Senior TT. 

It’s a pub debate that rages among groups of motorsport fans 
around their over-priced pints at whatever event they’ve decided 
to goto: what is the greatest race? Whether you believe it’s the TT 
or not is up to you, but there’s an argument to be made that the 
TT is the event Le Mans, Monaco and Indy like to believe they 
still are; the ultimate test of racer and machine, dicing with 
death to etch their name into legend. 

The TT unquestionably is the most dangerous racing event 
in motorsport. At the time of writing, three competitors had lost 
their lives across practice and racing, while a fourth has been left 
in acritical condition after an incident. The list of dead is well 
above 200 now and all continue to be heartbreaking. 


“The teams and riders race 
under no illusions of the 
fate that could await them” 


There is no escaping the moral questions the TT poses 
every year, and there is no escaping those who spend the two 
weeks commenting, on Autosport stories, that the event should 
be banned. High-profile issues with Dunlop tyres have done 
nothing to help the situation. 

Ultimately, there’s no black-and-white answer to this, 
because it’s very easy to become ensnared by the island. The 
TT has an atmosphere like no other, because it is an event like 
no other. Stand trackside anywhere along its 37.75 miles and 
try not to smile as the sight and sound of a Superbike comes 
screaming past you at 20omph, riders darting between garden 
walls and trees. But organisers continue to improve safety by 
introducing Fi-spec warning lights at marshal posts and reducing 
the number of entries in each class to cut down on backmarkers. 
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Most will never get to the podium. Those who doearna 
respect few in motorsport can ever hope to gain. All of them do 
it because they love it. Unlike at Monaco, for example, nobody is 
contractually bound to race at the TT. The teams and riders who do, 
do sounder no illusions about the fate that could await them. And 
yet they still turn up. It’s why people from all over the world flock 
to the tiny island in the middle of the Irish Sea to witness it. 

The moral dilemma of the TT is further complicated by the 
fact that, while it is a sporting event, it is organised by the Manx 
government and is vital to the island’s economy. At the last 
TT in 2019, the island took in over £37million from tourism. 

Ina world battered by the pandemic and itching for 
sustainability, the TT — in many ways — typifies the 
desire for locally sourced, locally bought. 

The 2022 TT has been the first to be broadcast live to the 
world. It’s amassive undertaking by organisers to grow the 
event’s worldwide profile. While it has avery sellable 
spectacle, the TT still needs to figure out how it 
justifiably fits into the modern world. 

Its demographic is still far too white and far too male, 
and that — and this is no fault of the riders — is not helped 
by the fact that there’s very little diversity among the 
competitors. Team boss Faye Ho guiding Peter Hickman to 
TT success is a positive step in the right direction, but there’s 
only one female competitor in the form of Maria Costello. 

Then there’s the environmental aspect. Motorbike racing 
isn’t advancing in this respect as much as car racing is, largely 
because the two industries are at different stages. But that’s 
not to say that the TT can’t be a hub for innovation. Electric bike 
racing has progressed to the competent MotoE World Cup on 
the MotoGP support bill. But it came almost 10 years after the 
TT staged the first high-profile all-electric bike race with the 
Zero T'T. The event was scrapped for 2022, its spread of field 
ranging from the millions of yen pumped into its Mugen project 
by Honda and the pennies the other teams could spend. So, it 
needed a rethink, but could come back stronger — not least with 
the way Energica, and Ducati from next year, have moved the 
electric race bike game on through MotoE. 

The TTT, then, is perhaps overlooked by the wider motorsport 
community because it is an outlier. In some ways, it thrives because 
it is. It has its corporate aspect, but has largely escaped the faux 
pageantry of other events. The riders are unfiltered and relatable, 
showing what the true limits of human athleticism and bravery are. 
This is why the TT deserves its place in the pantheon of legendary 
races. Visit it just once and you'll understand for yourself. 


© P78 TT+ Live PASS REVIEW 
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It is an unsuitable venue for racing modern cars and has just become 
an event for the super-rich, plus film and sport luvvies, to be seen 


PAUL CALDWELL 


Time to scrap Monaco as a GP venue 
Each year I debate with myself whether to bother watching 
the Monaco Grand Prix. I went to the race in1994 and found 
it boring then and have found it so every year since on TV. 
This year has sealed the deal. I won’t bother next year. The 
start fiasco and the lack of overtaking on track, or shouldI say 
the impossibility of overtaking, just make the event a bore. It is 
an unsuitable venue for racing modern cars and has just become 
an event for the super-rich, plus film and sport luvvies, to be seen. 
They pay nothing to wander down the pitlane while we all pay for 


exorbitant travel and grandstand tickets or Sky subscriptions. 
Just scrap it and concentrate on decent tracks where we can 

see an actual race. Oh and have arethink about the stewards! 

They made Michael Masi look good. 

Paul Caldwell 

Widnes, Cheshire 


Short-cut to deciding whether to race 

Watching the Monaco Grand Prix, I’m sure! wasn’t alone in 
thinking we were getting perilously close to another ‘Spa-gate’ 
debacle. Then I realised one simple rule could sort out all this 
nonsense. If anyone in the pitlane is wearing shorts or short 
sleeves, we race! Few people want to be outside getting soaked, 
but if anyone thinks it’s good enough to sport bare limbs, 

then it’s good enough to race in! 

Phil Oakes 

Portishead, North Somerset 


Make way for Hamilton 

That Toto Wolff wants Monaco changed just so that Lewis 
Hamilton can overtake others is laughable. Nobody must 

be allowed to hold up the multiple world champion who can 
come from the back of the grid to win, well so long as his car 
is faster than all the others. I’m sure I noticed a few overtakes 
among the lesser drivers who are graciously allowed to be 
onthe track with him. 

EG Makin 

Liverpool 


eeDUNBAR, 
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An unwelcome guest 

Luca Corberi’s outrageous behaviour in 2020 earned hima 
15-year karting ban. In 2015 Dan Ticktum weaponised his car 
in the most egregiously shocking manner, the likes of which 
Ihave never seen in open-wheeled formula racing — and I’ve 
been watching for nearly 50 years. Ticktum’s punishment? 
To serve a one-year ban, be welcomed back into motorsport, 
subsequently placed with two F1 teams, then a full-time drive 
in Formula E, all despite showing little change of mindset. 
And now he appears as a guest columnist in Autosport... 
Graeme Innes-Johnstone 

Elland 


Remember the 1990 Japanese or 2017 Azerbaijan GPs (to name 

but two), when much older, more experienced, world championship- 
winning drivers made similar — or far worse — manoeuvres. They 
were punished far less thana troubled 16-year-old. What Ticktum 
did was unacceptable, he knows that and has served his time. We 
don’t think that he should be censured or silenced forever on the 
basis of something he did as a teenager, or has no one else ever 

done something stupid when they were young? — ed 


Have your say, get in touch 


Autosport editorial & 
Autosport Media UK Ltd 


1 Eton Street E-mail Visit our website 
Richmond autosport@ autosport.com 
TW9 1AG autosport.com 


y i ces 


Twitter Facebook Instagram YouTube 
twitter.com/ facebook.com/ instagram. 
autosport autosport 


youtube.com/ 
com/autosport 
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tless for a whole season to 
r. Haas has come a long way in a short t 


From poin 
opene 


REVIVAL STORY 


HAAS 


2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 


so far 


ormula 1 loves to shout about the success of 
Drive to Survive. And rightly so. It took an 
already popular motorsport division and 
delivered it directly to the masses via our 
modern binge-watching fascination. Most teams have 1 
varying and intriguing stories to follow acrossits seasons, 
but perhaps none more so than Haas. And yet the American 
squad is the team with the shortest Fi history. 

Since Drive to Survive made its debut ahead of the 2019 
season, its cameras have captured plenty of Haas stories. The fallouts 
between former team-mates Kevin Magnussen and Romain Grosjean 
in 2018-19 were among them, while its hero-to-zero swing results in 
those years made a star out of sweary and likeable team boss Gunther 
Steiner. But the tales have become more painful over the years. 

In 2020, with the pandemic’s costs biting the teams, there was 
intense speculation that Gene Haas could offload his eponymous 
squad. It needed additional investment to aidits continued F1 presence 
and that arrived in the form of underwhelming, controversial but 
wealthy junior driver Nikita Mazepin and his father’s company 
backing. Two storms engulfed the team at the end of 2020: Grosjean 
escaped the worst crash in recent F1 history, and barely a week later 
avideo surfaced of Mazepin groping a woman’s chest. 


Supertime”® deficit (%) 


The off-track drama was accompanied by a severe slide down the © Constructors’ position 
competitive order. Haas, lauded by some and despised by others asa * Supertimes are based on the fastest single lap by each car at each 
new way ofrunning an Fiteam withits very close links to Ferrariand race weekend, expressed as a percentage of the fastest single lap 
the listed parts it supplies, went from 2018’s fifth place to ninth for overall (100.000%) and averaged over the season. The above shows 
the next two years. The 2019 campaign was blighted by tyre-wear the average gap between Haas and the fastest team each year. 


inconsistencies stemming from an 
aerodynamic-concept issue that meant 
some upgrades had to be rolled back. 

In 2020, Haas faced a year of survival, 
which meant the already essentially frozen 
VF-20 received no chassis changes for the 
all-rookie line-up of Mick Schumacher and 
Mazepin arriving the following season. 
A2022 revival was the aim, which became 
harder to remember with each pointless 


. . @ 
Grosjean’s horrible 
crash in Bahrain put Haas 
back in the spotlight J 


ee ee 


Mazepin’s 
mistakes and 
running a pair of 


rookies didn’t make a wae 
life easier in 2021 finish last year, all four of Schumacher’s big 


crashes and Mazepin’s lairy driving (mostly 
towards his team-mate) and off-track 
manoeuvring, captured in-depth by Netflix. 

But Haas has made the jump it targeted, 
with the team currently eighth in the 
constructors’championship. The VF-22 
shares more than a passing resemblance to 
the Ferrari F1-75, but Haas’s designers have 
added their own flourishes, suchas its 
partially detached engine cover. It’s a very 
competitive midfield car, but so far only the 
experienced Magnussen has scored points 
withit. The Dane only arrived halfway 
through the pre-seasonas Haas’s next major 
off-track drama stemmed from Mazepin and 
his backing being dropped as aconsequence 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 


Heo 


BINGHAM 
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4. 
= 


“THEY ALL ASSUMED WE’D 
STAY WHERE WE ARE AND 
JUST FILL THE FIELD” 


“Over the last years people jumped to a conclusion that we’re ateam 
which wants to stay last and don’t care about it,’ Steiner tells Autosport 
at the recent Monaco GP.“They all assumed we’d stay where we are and 
just fill the field. No, no — we want to be back where we were in 2.018 and 
even better. We are working hard and we made the first step this year.” 

Withits collective eyes set on the 2022 rules reset, Haas made 
several key decisions that have resulted inits dramatic improvement 
in form. Other than Ferrari rejoining the battle at the front and 
Mercedes slipping out of that contest, Haas alone has made the 
big competitive jump so many teams were eyeing this year. 

While Haas isn’t challenging for wins and podiums, paddock 
insiders were always clear that the bigger teams would retain a certain 
performance inertia as they came down to meet the new-for-2021 cost 
cap. Those leading squads, apart from Alpine, also manufacture the 
engines supplied to the rest of the field, which comes with intrinsic 
advantages, as any design changes can be worked first into works cars. 

The $145million cost cap for 2021 (reduced to $140m this year) was 
of course more significant for the larger squads operating above it, 


Gunther Steiner: popular, 
likeable - and a Netflix star 


HAAS 


Team fell hard and fast 
after initial promise 


since they had to slim downto meet the limit. 
But here Haas and Ferrari worked together to 
benefit the American squad and lessen the 
blow on employees that Ferrari would 
otherwise have simply been forced to let go. 

Haas had gone through its own job- 
cutting pain in 2019-20 when its resource 
squeeze ahead of the new era meant it 
slimmed downto the bare minimum. This 
meant many engineers returned to work for 
Dallara, which assembles the cars run by 
its Banbury-based race team. But when 
Ferrari had to cut down too, it seconded 30 
engineers to Haas to produce its car designs 
(previously done by Dallara) — led by 
ex-Ferrarichief designer Simone Resta. 

The Italian team even devoted what would 
otherwise have become an empty building 
at its Maranello base to become the new Haas office in 2021. 

Steiner says “nothing has really changed” inits operations. As wellas 
the Maranello and Dallara offices, the race team is stillrun fromthe UK, 
while Haas’s headquarters are in Kannapolis, North Carolina. It’s just 
that the Haas stafflevel at Dallara’s Varano base is“a smaller amount”. 

Although the pandemic delayed the arrival of F1’s new ground- 
effect cars by a year, it meant the cost cap was finally adopted asa 
significant new factor in what makes a successful team. But the 
elongated process of getting the former Ferrari staff onboard reflects 
Haas’s previous form for building steadily. When it first acquired an 
Fientry in 2014, the team took until 2016 to make its debut. The 
results ofits latest thorough building efforts are clear to see. 

“Tt’s been anice change in the team,” says Magnussen. “It’s a bigger 
group now in Maranello. That helps communication between the 
different departments — just being able to go and talk to each other. 
Our team for all those years has been spread out over the world. It’s also 
grown. We have more people and it feels better. And, of course, the car 
shows that too. So, it’s ina good place that Haas are pointing.” 

Magnussen’s arrival back to Haas was aboonto the rather 
downtrodden squad in the aftermath of Mazepin’s exit. The Russian’s 
departure — a bitter one witha legal wrangling over the terminated 
Uralkali sponsorship still ongoing — occurred just when the team 
was hoping the focus would be on its hard work paying off. 

In Magnussen, Haas rehired a driver it knows extremely well from 
four previous seasons. It was clear in Bahrain testing, just two >> 


? 
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HAAS 


weeks on from Mazepin’s final appearance at the Barcelona test, that 
Haas’s race staff were delighted to have the Dane back. The man himself 
couldn’t stop smiling, cutting a different figure from the dejected and 
detached Magnussen who departed Haas and Fiat the end of 2020 for 
IMSA, IndyCar and Le Mans. Since then, he’s become a father and is 
fully embracing this unexpected new chapter in his Fi career. 

Things really couldn’t have got offto abetter start with Magnussen’s 
Q3 appearance in Bahrain qualifying — Haas’s first since Brazil 2019 — 
which he backed up with fifth place in the season opener. He was ninth 
in Jeddah, lifting spirits after Schumacher’s huge qualifying shunt. 

Points have been harder to come by since then — “We should 
actually be doing better this year than where we are now,” says Steiner 
— with only Magnussen’s eighth and ninth in the two Imola races in 
April adding to the team’s total. That sits at 15, with Haas’s form 
since Saudi Arabia a mix of misfortune and fluctuating pace. 

A big effort went into solving the porpoising problem Haas 
encountered at its pre- Barcelona filming day for the same track. 
There, the team was relieved to discover almost all its rivals were 
having the same unexpected issue, with Ferrari engineers understood 
to have visited Haas early in the three-day event to confirm neither 
was alone in bouncing along the straights. 

“Tthink we were the first ones to actually experience it,” says Steiner. 
“We were like, ‘What the hell is happening here?’Because actually it 
didn’t work. But then we found out that everybody had that. Which 
doesn’t make it easier, but at least you think you haven’t screwed 
something up completely if everybody is in the same boat. We sorted it 
pretty early, but lost performance by sorting it — like everybody else.” 

This meant making critical rideheight adjustments and introducing 
arevised floor notch and edge wing (at Imola), with Haas opting not to 
bring any major aerodynamic upgrades to the VF-22 until it was fully 
on top of the porpoising. That it qualified eighth and 10th in Spain, 
where many ofits rivals had introduced araft of updates, speaks to its 
good progress on 2022’s key technical challenge. Steiner is therefore 
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All smiles: Magnussen is 
relishing his unexpected 
_ return to the top division 


“pretty confident” that when Haas’s aero tweaks do arrive in the 
coming races, they will not “screw something ona platform that is 
not stable”.“We are pretty happy where we have got the car,” he adds. 
“There’s still alot of work to do tobe sure that we 100% understand 
it, but Ithink we’re ona good way.” 

Now that Haas has made the step it so desired, the obvious question 
is: what next? If Steiner is adamant that the team is not simply in F1to 
make up the numbers, then it needs glittering success to grow further. 
“We need to stabilise what we’ve got and build on it,”he explains.“And 
that is what we’re doing in the moment — we are already looking at 2023. 

“Because the big steps are made year by year, not race by race. Race 
by race, you make the little steps and you need to keep on making 
them. But you always have to have along vision for what you want 
to dolong-term. And long-term, if we can keep these budget cap 
regulations stable, that we’re not going above and beyond again and 
back to the old times where you have got a big difference in budget 
between the teams, why would we not achieve podiums in the mid- 
term? We want to go on the podium and we want to grow asa team.” 

That statement could come back to haunt Haas in coming years, 
but it’s not unrealistic and simply reflects Steiner’s irrepressible and 
no-nonsense character. The key factor in whether the team achieves 
those aims is ultimately going to centre on the budget cap. 

Already, Red Bull and Ferrari are agitating to raise the 2022 limit 
to battle the recent big inflation rise, or are at least considering 
testing what the FIA might doifthey commit what is considered 
aminor breach by going over the limit by a5% maximum. But in 
reality, this has more to do with their desire to win the 2022 
championship by having more resources to spend on car updates. 
This is why Steiner has been vocal in not acquiescing to such 
demands, even with Haas’s famous Ferrari ties. 

For Haas’s short-term aims, it simply must start taking its 
auspicious 2022 package to more points finishes. Its coming upgrades 
will help ifthey work as intended, but Schumacher in particular 
has thrown away some very promising 
positions of late, most notably in Italy and 
the US. There have been sharp words from 
his team boss in response, that “you cannot 
just stick around not performing” in“a 
performance business” suchas F1. 

But Steiner’s current problem in getting 
an inexperienced driver to make good on his 
promise, and remove the proverbial monkey 
of no top results so far in 2022, is achallenge 
he is relishing far more than managing too- 
often-warring rookies last year. After all, 
it’s often said it is easier to make an erratic 
driver fast thana slow one quick... 

“Two rookies are very difficult,” Steiner 
reflects.“Ilearned that one. Because you 
have no reference. You never know where 
youare. That was the biggest challenge 
for me. Would you be better with one 
experienced driver? And now, we’ve got one 
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“IF |COULD COPY OTHER TEAM 
PRINCIPALS IN HOW TO GET 
BETTER, |! WOULD LOVE TO!” 


experienced driver, which we know very well, because he drove for 
us for four years. We know where his strong points are, his weak 
points — because everybody’s got weak points as well. Andthen 
you can just see what the other driver can do. 

“Tthink for Mick, it is an advantage to have somebody like Kevin, 
because it’s a reference for him as well. I mean, we all would like to 
have areference, to measure yourself where you are and where 
you can get better. If could copy any of the other [team principals] 
in how to get better, I would love to do that! But we are in 
competition, you cannot doit. 

“But you have got two team-mates and they’re just looking at each 
other’s data, they both can learn out of it. So, Ithink that is the biggest 
difference lof 2021 versus 2022].Andtwo rookies, the biggest problem 
is you don’t know how good they are. You have no idea.” 

Haas seems to now be discovering how good Schumacher is 
compared to Magnussen’s known quantity (see page 22), but the 
suggestion from Steiner is that its improved fortunes mean that 
the team is not simply going to continue with the same line-up 
for 2023 if things don’t get better fast. And critically, he says, 

“we don’t have to have drivers that bring a budget”. 

Magnussen’s return was announced as a multi-year deal, so heis set 
to occupy one of its 2023 seats. But there are several key elements why 
Schumacher should be considered a frontrunner to retain his drive. 

For a start, Steiner says, “with the superlicence being so rare and 
sparse, it’s not many people without a job”, and the current Formula 2 
gridis not exactly packed with drivers on the superstar trajectory. 

There is one driver who is but, as 2021 F2 champion, Oscar Piastri 
could not return to the support category and is instead focused on 
his test and development driver role at Alpine. That affiliation 
complicates matters if Haas were to be interested, but Alpine 
has already suggested it is open to a2023 loan deal. 

Perhaps an established star could jump ship to Haas, as Grosjean 
did ahead of its debut. Pierre Gasly is in no doubt that the Red Bull 
door is totally closed, with Sergio Perez’s ongoing success and new 
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contract, while Daniel Ricciardo is getting the tough-love treatment 
from McLaren. It also has promising IndyCar stars waiting in the 
wings (who couldalso possibly be Haas loanees for the last year of 
the Australian’s existing deal with the orange team in 2023). 

But this is all hypothetical. And none of these theories trump 
Schumacher’s Ferrari junior contract, nor the possibility that 
something will click and the early-season big crashes and lack 
of points soon become a distant memory. 

That Haas can be focused on its drivers’ points-scoring form or 
future line-up speaks to its progress since the tough seasons it has 
just traversed. Gene Haas committed the team to the new F1 
Concorde Agreement (running 2021-25) in August 2020 and 
isno longer looking at selling up. 

“He’s happy withit,” Steiner says of his boss’s assessment of his 
team’s rebuilding efforts.“I mean, he’s happy that after all the people 
told him that we would never come back, we came back now. But what 
I would like to do is to make this a business that doesn’t lose money. 
And it’s possible to do. If you get good results, it’s possible. Because 
with good results comes more prize money, comes more sponsors. 
That’s the aim. With the popularity of Firising, the value of the 
teams is rising. So how can he not be happy? 

“There are various people that wanted to buy the team, but he 
said, ‘I don’t want to sell, why would I sell?” Why would you sell 
ateamif you don’t need the money now? Why would you sell 
it right now? Because there are only 10 teams in the world and 
there is a queue for buying them. So, don’t sell if you don’t 
need to. AndI guess he does not need to!” 

This then sums up Haas and Fi overall right now, encapsulated by 
Liberty Media’s headline marketing drive through projects suchas 
Drive to Survive. A happy Haas reflects a healthy F1. Andif the steps that 
aided its breakthrough can carry on levelling the competition between 
allthe teams, the question will likely be how far it can further rise. 
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INSIGHT MICK SCHUMACHER 


TIME FOR MICK 
TO MAKE HIS MARK 


Michael Schumacher’s son has served his apprenticeship and now has a good car 


and proper team-mate. Now he has to prove he belongs in Formula 1 long-term 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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’m very happy with the position that I’m in. And yeah, hopefully 
’llbe even more happy after this weekend.” Mick Schumacher 
is speaking to Autosport at the foot of the gigantic Hard Rock 
Stadium, around which Formula 1 is racing for the first time at 
the inaugural Miami Grand Prix. It’s early May, sweltering, and 
he’s just come back from meeting several Miami Dolphins NFL 
players. And it’s his best F1 weekend yet. 

Except, of course, that was until there were five laps remaining 
in what became Max Verstappen’s triumph for Red Bull. There, 
Schumacher, under severe pressure from attacking rivals, sent 
awildlunge down the inside at Turn1 and clatteredinto an 
Aston Martin. To make the point even more painful, it was 
being driven by his close friend and mentor, Sebastian Vettel. 
The stewards ruled it a racing incident, but the result was 
the same — Schumacher’s best chance of his first F1 
points had disappeared and his subsequent radio 
messages were anguished. 

F1is now heading to Baku for 2022’s eighth round, 
the halfway point is approaching, and Schumacher’s 
quest for his maiden top 10 goes on. And that’s a 
problem, because he doesn’t have a deal in place for 
2.023 and is now driving for ateam that over one off- 
season has gone from no-hoper toa serial points threat. 
Schumacher has lost his rookie status and an erratic and 
lesser driver across the Haas garage. Plus, it’s crunch time, 
the time of year when teams publicly admit to considering their 
future line-ups, so they can avoid speculation and the risk of 
destabilisation as constructors’ championship places andthe 
lucrative prize money they reward are decided later. 

“He needs to make some points to move on,” Haas team boss 
Gunther Steiner tells us a few hours ahead of the Monaco GP. “I think 
for sure pressure is now higher than it was last year because last year — 
Talways hold my hand up saying — the car was what it was. But now, the 
car is pretty good. So, we need to take advantage of that and we cannot 
wait forever. There is atime I say, ‘Hey, it needs to be done now.” 

This is the story of Schumacher’s second F1 season so far. It starts with 
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Clock is ticking for Schumacher - 
he needs to deliver maiden top 10 


Nikita Mazepin and his backing being dropped from 
Haas as aconsequence of Russia invading Ukraine, 
with Kevin Magnussen brought in as his replacement. 
The Dane was immediately back in the points, while 
Schumacher’s best chances to match him have been 
taken away by his own errors — crashing heavily in 
Jeddah, spinning in the GP at Imola, hitting Vettel in Miami 
— and misfortune. He was spun around by Esteban Ocon after 
agood start in Bahrain, and late on in Miami had been denied a 
critical DRS tow from Fernando Alonso, which meant Ocon and Vettel 
closedin and pounced before the Turn1 crash (which was why Alonso’s 
frustration at being penalised for chicane-cutting was unwarranted). 

In short, Schumacher now has aclear benchmark to measure against 
in Magnussen, with the all-rookie 2021 Haas line-up leaving Steiner 
with“no idea” about exactly how good they were. In Mazepin’s case, 
it was clear he was along way off Schumacher’s level but, with 
Magnussen brought back toa squad where he is very well known 
and liked, the 23-year-old was presented with both an opportunity 
andachallenge. He can learn from Magnussen but, ifhe fails to beat 
a driver who is surely destined not to make the top echelons of the 
championship, then Schumacher’s own ceiling will be revealed. 

Now more than ever in F1, ifa young driver has what it takes to 
succeed in atop team, they are promoted there and thrive. 

“Yeah, I would say so,’Schumacher replies when we ask ifhe feels 
different witha year and a bit’s F1 experience.“ You always grow 
into the sport, but you also grow as ahuman being. Inow have more 
of anidea of what it’s about and what is important and maybe what 
is less important. You put your priorities a little bit better and 
therefore have more mental capacity for other things.” 

Schumacher’s personal growth has long been evident this year. 

In Bahrain, while some of his peers were suggesting drivers should 
still be allowed to race if they test positive for COVID-19, Schumacher 
eloquently stated his disagreement: “I don’t want to be the person 
who puts those people at risk because I want to race.” >> 
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“NOW | HAVE MORE OF AN IDEA 
OF WHAT’S IMPORTANT AND 
MAYBE LESS IMPORTANT” 
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MICK SCHUMACHER 


“Tguess I feel more open and share my opinions,”he says of that 
episode. “Where maybe last year I was more, ‘just let the others talk 
andT’ll sit back and listen’ But now, I feel like Ican speak my mind. 

And Ihave the right to do so. That’s why I didit.” 

One of the key aspects of Schumacher’s 2022 will be using F1 
weekend time to learn from Magnussen — exactly as Haas intended 
when it plucked the experienced racer from a future Peugeot World 
Endurance Championship Hypercar drive. Magnussen knew of the 
team’s intentions and, while his previous time at Haas occasionally got 
fractious with former team-mate Romain Grosjean, it’s still clear that 
he cares how his team-mate performs. Just witness the 29-year-old’s 
pained reaction to Schumacher’s recent Monaco shunt... 

“Tt’s great,’ Schumacher says of his relationship with Magnussen. 
“Kevin, he’s very open and somewhat still keeping to himself. So, it’s not 
like we’re on top of each other or whatever. Everybody gives themselves 
the room that they need to work, basically. But I feel that we work very 
well together. We’re open in terms of sharing what we know. And also, 
if we have any tips, we will be open about them together. So, it’s very 
positive. And I enjoy working with somebody who’s very mature.” 

Beyond what we’re assumingis a pointed (and rather amusing) 
comment on his former team-mate, Schumacher’s explanation reveals 
how different Haas is in 2022. Not only do he and Magnussen share data 
and set-up choices, but we can deduce that there is no destabilising 
pressure coming from across the garage. Drive to Survive recently 
revealed the extent to which the Mazepins were willing to go to gain 
an edge — not that it ultimately helped Nikita. It’s not that he wants 
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a deeper connection with Magnussen — “It’s the right balance,” 
Schumacher says — it’s that with his new team-mate there 
simply is no deeper manoeuvring or political gameplay. 

That has helped Haas move on from a turbulent pre-season, 
when the team’s continued existence was threatened. That the 
watching world’s focus is now on points and future driver line-ups 
rather than considering hundreds of jobs potentially being lost says 
much about how far Haas has come in just four months. Andas the 
person who spans the two eras, Schumacher is delighted for his 
team andits new-found potential. 

“It’s definitely great for everybody,’ he says. “You see that in their 
moods, you see it how they work. Not that they didn’t enjoy working 
last year, but youjust feel that extra bit of lexcitement]. And nowif 
we’re not in the points, or if we’re not doing well at all, then you see 
a disappointment, whereas last year it was just normal. 

“So, it’s good to have that and to be reminded why we do this or 
why thisis the sport we’ve chosen as teenagers or as children at 
times as well. So yeah, [love being part of this.” 

It is understood that Haas will make a decision on its 2023 line-up 
in the summer months. So, what does Schumacher need to do to keep 
himself there? There is no doubt that he needs regular clean weekends. 
The Jeddah crash was estimated to have cost $1million, while his 
Monaco shunt at lower speed still did a huge amount of damage 
and is thought to have a similar repair bill. Haas is understood to have 
similar damage costs worked into its 2022 budget as it did withits 2021 
all-rookie line-up, but that money remains a resource that couldbe 
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devoted to improving the VF-22, with its compliant and strong front 
end on turn-in that Schumacher prefers. He is also failing to match 
Magnussen over one lap — their qualifying head-to-head is 5-2. 
And, of course, he needs those points. 

But he has something on which he can rely. Imola, Miami and 
Barcelona all demonstrated that he can be a points threat. It’s worth 
remembering how long it took George Russell to score his first F1 points 
for Williams, with his blistering 2020 qualifying performances rather 
wrecked by race errors. Schumacher does not have the carrot of a future 
works drive ahead of him given that Ferrari has re-signed Carlos Sainz 
to partner Charles Leclerc until 2025, but he remains contracted 
as reserve driver to the Prancing Horse, which willhave a say in 
his Haas future as its engine supplier. 

But beyond that, Schumacher has shown he can reach where he needs 
to be. Ina midfield car, he’s had no Qi exits — not even Vettel can say that, 
let alone Lance Stroll inthe other Aston. He must build on his promise 


quickly, but the fact that it’s there already is a key strength to deploy MICK’S RELATIONSHIP WITH VETTEL 


when Schumacher writes the concluding chapters of his 2022 story. 


“There is no doubt that he is capable of doing a lot more 
than what he is showing at the minute,” Sebastian Vettel 
said of Mick Schumacher after his friend’s huge Monaco 
Grand Prix crash last time out for Haas. “But | think you 
Miami guys need to give him a bit of a break.” 
weekend didn’t It’s easy to imagine Vettel speaking those words as a TV 
end well, but again pundit, standing in the paddock, his four world titles bringing 
Schumacher proved considerable gravitas. Or it would be if Vettel didn’t seem even 
he’s a points ~ better suited to bringing class to the often toxic political realm 
threat of BBC Question Time - not that he apparently has any desires 
to enter such a sphere when his 
Formula 1 careerends.Whatis “l ENJOY TALKING 
more remarkable is that Vettel TQ SEB ABOUTA 
was actually speaking after just BUNCH OF THINGS. 
scoring a point in the Monaco 1 ENJOY SPENDING 


race for Aston Martin. 
It’s not all that often that you TIME WITH HIM. | 


hear F1 drivers stick up for each JUST LIKE HIM AS 
other. But the Schumacher/ A HUMAN BEING” 
Vettel relationship is different, 

and fans love it. Vettel is as much a mentor as a friend to the 
younger German, who he has known since his childhood given 
his friendship and regular Race of Champions partnership with 
Michael. It’s what made their Miami crash so painful for all 
parties, but afterwards neither was blaming the other. 

When asked what he makes of the outside interest in two 
drivers who so publicly check on one other - Vettel even 
advised Schumacher on his “crooked” seat in the 2021 Haas 
after the newboy showed him his cockpit at the end of last 
year’s French GP - Schumacher replies: “To be fair, | don’t really 
mind if they are or not. | don’t care. Because | just like Seb, | 
enjoy talking to him about a bunch of different things. And | 
enjoy spending time with him. | just like him as a human being. 
| think his family is great. They’re just wonderful people.” 
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he World Rally Championship 
had become the Kalle 
Rovanpera show of late. But 
in Sardinia the stars aligned 


T 


for Ott Tanak and Hyundai 
to remind the Finn that he could yet have 
a title fight on his hands. 
Tanak has developed a love-hate 
relationship with Sardinia’s fearsome gravel 
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came storming back to form to take a dominant win in Sardinia 


TOM HOWARD 
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roads. In 2012, it was the scene of his first 
WEC podium, and five years later, again 
representing M-Sport, his first victory. 

But in recent seasons it has been the source 
of painful memories. In 2019 there was 
final- stage heartbreak when a power- 
steering failure struck his Toyota Yaris, 
wiping out a 26.7-second lead as the 
Estonian cruelly snatched defeat from 


Yaw 


back to his old self 


The 2019 champion has been a bit-part player recently, but the Hyundai star 


the jaws of victory. Twelve months ago, 
Tanak appeared on course for a likely Rally 
Sardinia victory with a 40.5s lead when 

a rock in the middle of the road destroyed 
his Hyundai’s suspension. 

Tanak headed into this year’s edition 
largely luckless since his last win 462 days 
ago on Arctic Rally Finland in February 
2021. He was long overdue a slice of fortune, 


Ott Tanak 
scored a 
much-needed 15th 
WRC win, 462 days 
after his 14th, in 
Sardinia 


Getting some air: the 
winner pulls his best 
rock star podium pose 
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FORUM ~ : “This was a vintage 
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performance, 
reminiscent of 
Tanak’s 2019 title- 
winning pomp” 
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resco ¢ a? IND . which presented itself at an opportune 


moment. This stroke of luck allowed 
Tanak to complete a vintage performance, 
reminiscent of his 2019 championship- 
winning pomp, to guide his fast but fragile 
i20 N to a dominant drought-breaking 
win. It also represented a first victory 

of the new Rallyi hybrid era for the 
troubled Hyundai team. 

The lead-up to the WRC’s second gravel 
rally of the season was dominated by fears 
over rising cockpit temperatures, evident in 
Portugal last month. The repositioning of 
the exhaust from a central location to the >> 
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right-hand side of the new Rally1 
machines has resulted in increasing cabin 
temperatures, with co-drivers particularly 
suffering. With a melting 40C forecast in 
Sardinia, the FIA acted quickly, permitting 


teams to make alterations to the cars to help 


alleviate the issue. With only two weeks 
between Portugal and Sardinia, teams 
hastily fired up their design offices to 
drum up swift solutions. 

Despite the time constraints, Toyota 
was able to redesign and manufacture a 
new larger roof vent. “Our guys have been 
working on it between 12 and 15 hours a day 
depending on what needs to be done, and 
bringing the parts to the rally in suitcases 


and last-minute deliveries,” Toyota technical 


director Tom Fowler revealed to Autosport 
in the absence of team principal Jari-Matti 
Latvala, who had travelled to Japan to 
contest the Fuji 24 Hours. 


“There is not much 
you can do to be fully 
ready. You can go in 
a sauna. That’s as 
much as you can do” 


Hyundai and M-Sport fitted reflective 
gold and silver roofs to their respective cars 
to repel the sun’s heat, while adding extra 
ventilation outlets. All three teams fitted 
reflective film to windows and attempted 
to include extra heat shielding around the 
firewall and exhaust. It meant the service 
park was a hive of activity on Wednesday as 
teams readied their modified cars. Rally 
organisers also ensured that water was 
on hand for crews at the end of stages. 

There was, however, uncertainty that 
the changes would be enough, while drivers 
were left to accept a tough working 
environment. “Whether it will be enough, 

I think not, but at least it will improve the 
situation,” said Hyundai deputy team 
director Julien Moncet. 


Making a splash: Loubet 
B was unlucky tolosea 
podium third for M-Sport 
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“There is not so much that you can do 
to be fully ready [for the heat],” added 
M-Sport’s Craig Breen. “You can go in 
a sauna. That’s as much as you can do.” 
Bizarrely, that was exactly the preparation 
Toyota’s Esapekka Lappi carried out, and 
images emerged of a racesuit-clad Finn 
in a sauna to light up social media. 

Heat, however, wasn’t the main concern 
when the rally proper began on Friday after 
Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville won Thursday 
night’s superspecial. Hanging dust was the 
talking point, caused by reduced three- 
minute intervals between drivers due to a 
packed itinerary. It produced worryingly poor 
visibility but it did benefit championship 
leader Rovanpera, who was first on the road. 
“We mentioned it to the FIA and to the 
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organisers before the rally,” said Neuville, 
who dropped time. “At the end of the day 
it’s really dangerous for the drivers.” 

The issue was not a problem come 
Saturday morning, when the FIA altered the 
itinerary to introduce four-minute gaps for 
the first two morning stages. 

Toyota’s Elfyn Evans somehow emerged 
from the dust to claim an early rally lead, 
but his victory hopes soon evaporated when 
a heavy impact in a compression punched a 
hole in his GR Yaris’s radiator on stage three. 
The Welshman rejoined on Saturday before 
rear suspension failure ended his day again 
as the so-far bulletproof Toyota showed 
some weaknesses. Evans did leave Sardinia 
with three points from Sunday’s powerstage. 

Evans’s exit promoted Toyota team-mate 


Sordo (here and below) 
flew to third in just his 


second rally in the i20 N 


Lappi to the lead, before Tanak became 
the fourth leader in as many stages. He 
went into midday service with a 3.7s 
margin over Lappi, who dropped time 
to a puncture on stage five. 

Pierre-Louis Loubet turned heads to front 
the M-Sport Fords’ charge in third ahead of 
Breen, Hyundai’s Dani Sordo and M-Sport’s 
Adrien Fourmaux. 

Despite losing time on stage two, Neuville 
had been among the contenders until 
Hyundai’s reliability woes came back to 
haunt him. A transmission issue left the 
Belgian with only a front-wheel-drive i20 N, 
costing him two minutes and ending any 
thoughts of a podium. “We keep fighting, 
fighting, fighting and we don’t get anything 
in return, and we get hit by problems in 
all the rallies,” said a dejected Neuville, 
after suffering reliability issues for the 
third consecutive round. 

After winning the past two events from 
first on the road, Rovanpera was unable to >> 


WRC RALLY SARDINIA RACE CENTRE 


BREAKTHROUGH MOMENTS FOR HYUNDAI AND BREEN 


After a season playing catch-up to its 
rivals, Ott Tanak’s breakthrough win came 
as a “great relief” for Hyundai’s deputy 
team director Julien Moncet. 

The South Korean marque has been 
beset by challenges that stem from being 
the last of the three manufacturers to 
commit to the new hybrid regulations, 
delaying the development of its new 
i20 N. In December last year its long-time 
team principal Andrea Adamo left the 
company, citing personal reasons, 
which left Moncet to take control 
on an interim basis. 

Hyundai has been constantly playing 
catch-up with the development of its car, 
and had been hit by several reliability 
issues during the first four events of the 
season. “For sure, it is great relief for the 
whole team,” said Moncet as he reflected 
upon Hyundai’s first WRC win since Spain 
last October. “We know we had a difficult 
start to the season and since then we 
have pushed very hard. 

“Every time it was difficult we were 
close but not close enough. We had a lot of 
issues in terms of reliability and so on. It is 


Big grinforBreen,who, 


equalled his best result ama 
_ ¢ NeRECh 


) , Their Hyundai looks 
second-hand, but Jarveoja 
and Tanak don’t care 


really welcome for the team, and for the 
drivers it is nice to get some motivation 
back. We know there is a lot of work to do 
and this is clear. We have to improve on 
many points, but right now let’s enjoy the 
moment and on Tuesday when we get 
back to the factory, let’s push again.” 

Over at M-Sport, Craig Breen believes a 
“letting the car do the work” approach 
was behind getting his World Rally 
Championship back on track after scoring 
an important podium in Sardinia. 

The Puma driver revealed that he 
had become “slightly lost” in previous 
rounds in Portugal and Croatia, having 
tried to chase “something that probably 
didn’t need chasing” behind the 
wheel of his Ford. 

Amore relaxed Breen was reflected on 
the timing sheets in Italy as the Irishman 
finished second on the tough gravel roads 
to claim his first podium since January’s 
Monte Carlo opener, equalling his career- 
best WRC result in the process. 

“I feel good, but tired. It has been a 
long weekend, but | feel more relaxed,” 
said Breen. “Come what may from the 
weekend | just felt better in myself. | felt 
better in my driving. | enjoyed it more 
and | would say | got slightly lost in the 
last couple of rallies. 

“| just tried to resort to letting the car do 
the work and | enjoyed the weekend and 
for sure the speed was a lot better. | was 
really happy with the pace of the car and 
honestly it was the first time | felt really 
confident on these type of roads, and | 
think our pace was really quite strong. 

“| think there was a margin where 
| could push even more but it was 
important to get a podium like this 
and get things back on track.” 
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perform another miracle, which was largely 
expected given the nature of Sardinia’s 
stages. The road-sweeping Finn found 
himself languishing in eighth, and was lucky 
to be there after a wild moment on stage 
four removed a large part of his rear wing. 

Tanak extended his lead over Lappi as the 
afternoon began, but it appeared that the 
120 N’s fragility would strike again when he 
too suffered a transmission issue, reducing 
him to three-wheel drive. By mid-afternoon 
the issue contributed to him dropping to 
second, 0.7s behind Lappi. 

Luckily for Tanak the rallying gods were 
looking on him favourably for once, and 
organisers cancelled the second pass 
through the first two afternoon stages. 
Laurent Battut’s WRC2 car had caught fire 
and proved difficult to clear, so an early 
return to service was administered. It was 
a lucky reprieve for Tanak. “This evening 
definitely the luck changed, no doubt,” said 
Tanak, who ended the day 0.7s adrift of 
Lappi. “The car was still driving but for 
sure it was a good chance to come back 
to service and fix everything.” 
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~§ Toyota’s bulletproof 
reliability was lost for , 
Lappi in Sardinian heat sagas 
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“The giggling pin fell 
out of the laughing 
shaft, but I managed 
to get it back in, 

so we are OK” 


But the drive of the day belonged to 
Loubet, who ended Friday third ahead of 
Breen and Sordo, while Rovanpera was more 
than a minute adrift in eighth. M-Sport’s 
Gus Greensmith fared worse after losing 
two minutes to a half-spin on stage three. 

Boosted by a fixed i20 N, Tanak took full 
advantage of the situation to dominate a 
long, blisteringly hot Saturday, without 
service, as he reeled off six wins from the 
eight stages. The lead changed hands on the 
day’s opening stage when Lappi drifted 
slightly off line, resulting in a series of 
impacts ripping the left-rear wheel 
and suspension from the car. 
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Lappi’s exit arrived on the same stage 
where a charging Neuville was forced to stop 
briefly. “There was a dog in the road so I had 
to slow down and turn around so I lost a 
couple of seconds there, but at least I saved 
the dog,” said the 33-year-old. 

Neuville’s kindness was to be his last act 
of the day because his carefree charge came 
to a halt when he rolled the i20 on stage 12, 
ending his day prematurely. “We had to 
try,” said Neuville. “We kept believing 
but I just got caught out on a slow right- 
hander and I climbed the mountains a 
bit and rolled the rally car.” 

While an untouchable Tanak surged into a 
comfortable lead, the day ended in confusion 
when fifth-placed Fourmaux crashed and 
partially blocked the road, bringing out the 
red flags. The stage resumed once the Puma 
had been cleared, but a marshal incorrectly 
showed a red flag to Breen and Tanak, 
causing confusion as the pair slowed to a 
crawl while the stage was live. “I got a red 
flag message, but I’m not really sure 
what’s happening,” said Tanak. 

Notional times were awarded but 
the damage had already been done, and 
Tanak headed into the final day with a 
commanding 46.0s margin over Breen. 

The Irishman had been battling a hybrid 
issue, although at the time elected to throw 
the stage-end reporter off the scent with 
one of the WRC’s all-time great one-liners. 
“The giggling pin fell out of the laughing 
shaft but I managed to get it back in, so 

we are OK,” said Breen, when asked if the 
problem had been resolved. 

A sensible drive from two-time Sardinia 
winner Sordo allowed the Spaniard to jump 
to third as Loubet lost time when a front- 
right tyre came off the rim of his Puma. 

An out-of-sorts Rovanpera suffered a 
spin in the afternoon, but inherited fifth by 
virtue of Fourmaux’s accident. Although 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 5/13, RALLY ITALY-SARDINIA, 2-5 JUNE 


POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER 


TEAM/CAR TIME 


1 Ott Tanak (est) Martin Jarveoja (Est) Hyundai ShellMobis WRT /Hyundaii20NRallyl § 3h10m59.1s 


2 Craig Breen (irL) Paul Nagle (IRL) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 +1m03.2s 
3 Dani Sordo (Esp) Candido Carrera (Esp) Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundai i20 N Rally1 +1m33.0s 
4 Pierre-Louis Loubet (Fra) Vincent Landais (Fra) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 +2m09.4s 
5 Kalle Rovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +3m02.8s 


6 Takamoto Katsuta (Jpn) Aaron Johnston (cer) ToyotaGazoo Racing WRT NG/ToyotaGRYarisRallyl +4m02.6s 


7 GusGreensmith (csr) JonasAndersson (swe) M-Sport Ford WRT /Ford PumaRally1 +5m23.6s 
Nikolay Gryazin (Rus) : 

8 Konstantin dleksandiowins Toksport WRT 2/ Skoda Fabia Rally2 Evo +7M37.7s 

9 JanSolans (Esp) Rodrigo Sanjuan (Esp) Citroen C3 Rally2 +8m05.7s 

10 JariHuttunen (Fin) Mikko Lukka (Fin) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Fiesta Rally2 +8m10.8s 


OTHERS 


40 Elfyn Evans (cpr) Scott Martin (GBR) Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT /ToyotaGRYarisRallyl +1h01m22.6s 


Breen took M-Sport 
back to the podium 
with a fine second place 


41 Thierry Neuville (BEL) Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) Hyundai ShellMobisWRT/Hyundaii20NRally1 +1h03m38.0s 


44 Esapekka Lappi (Fin) Janne Ferm (Fin) Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT /ToyotaGRYarisRallyl +1h19m45.0s 


R_ Adrien Fourmaux (Fra) Alexandre Coria (Fra) = M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 SS17-accident 


unable to produce his sparkling best, the STAGE TIMES 
Finn was able to sum up the intense heat STAGE FASTEST LEADER SECOND 
the crews were facing. “The car is almost 


: ; SS1 Olbia-Cabu Abbas (2.01 miles) Neuville 2m26.8s Neuville Katsuta+0.5s 
like a sauna, we just need to have the water 
to throw on the floor” he said. SS2 Terranova 1 (8.92 miles) Evans9m22.7s Evans Tanak+4.7s 

At the front, Tanak was not to be denied a SS3 Monti di Alae Budduso 1 (15.29 miles) Lappi15m06.4s Lappi Tanak+1.9s 
moment in the sun as he rattled off another 
two stage wins, despite backing jf on SS4 Terranova 2 (8.92 miles) Sordo 9m08.3s Tanak Lappi+0.9s 
Sunday morning, to claim a 15th career SS5 Monti di Ala e Budduso2 (15.29 miles) Sordo 14m49.2s Tanak Lappi+3.7s 
victory by 1m03.2s. “It’s been very . 

. . ' ee SS6 Osilo-Tergu 1 (9.09 miles) Tanak9m29.7s Tanak Lappit+6.4s 
challenging, especially since the beginning 
of this [hybrid] generation,” said Tanak. “We SS7 Sedini-Castelsardo 1 (8.25 miles) Lappi9m54.7s Lappi Tanak+0.7s 
ans definitely _ happy; especially for the SS8 Osilo-Tergu 2 (9.09 miles) Stage cancelled 
mechanics — they put in an incredible effort. 
This rally was not easy and they did a good SS9 Sedini-Castelsardo 2 (8.25 miles) Stage cancelled 
job to keep the car going. If the confidence SS10 Tempio Pausania 1 (7.51 miles) Tanak9m57.9s Tanak Breen +21.5s 
is there then we can do a good job.” 

Breen claimed second to score M-Sport’s SS11 Erula-Tula 1 (9.56 miles) Tanak 11m34.7s Tanak Breen +31.8s 
first podium since Monte Carlo in January, SS12 Tempio Pausania 2 (7.51 miles) Breen9m52.7s Tanak Breen +29.8s 
while team-mate Loubet starred to claim 

; : SS13 Erula-Tula 2 (9.56 miles) Tanak11m26.2s Tanak Breen +30.9s 
a career-high fourth, adding to a much- 
needed points haul for the Ford squad. S$S14 Coiluna-Loelle 1 (13.50 miles) Tanak 13m44.6s Tanak Breen +37.2s 
as ae F 

To cap the Hyundai s first hi ane’ Spain SS15 Monte LernodiPattada 1 (10.54 miles) Tanak11m26.7s Tanak Breen +45.0s 
last October, Sordo netted third to mirror 
his Portugal finish in only his second start SS16 Coiluna-Loelle 2 (13.50 miles) Tanak 13m29.9s Tanak Breen +46.0s 
in the car, while Neuville salvaged the five SS17 Monte Lerno di Pattada 2 (10.54 miles) Bee ee sie ang Tanak Breen +46.0s 
powerstage points after returning under cocaine: 
restart rules. Toyota’s Takamoto Katsuta SS18 Cala Flumini 1 (7.79 miles) Tanak8m30.2s Tanak Breen +49.7s 
and Greensmith completed the field in SS19 Sassari-Argentiera 1 (4.43 miles) Neuville 5m07.9s Tanak Breen +56.9s 
sixth and seventh. _ 

Fi erior what Rovanpera has paen SS20 Cala Flumini 2 (7.79 miles) Tanak 8m23.2s Tanak Breen +58.2s 
accustomed to this year, but it was more SS21 Sassari-Argentiera 2 (powerstage) (4.43 miles) Neuville5m01.0s Tanak Breen+1m03.2s 
than enough to keep his title bid on track, 
extending his lead over Neuville to 55 

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


points. But he must now be wary of a 
smiling, in-form Tanak should Hyundai 
resolve its reliability issues. “¥ 


1 Rovanpera 120; 2 Neuville 65; 

3 Tanak 62; 4 Breen 52;5 Katsuta 47; 
6 Evans 39; 7 Sordo 34; 8 Loeb 27; 

9 Greensmith 26; 10 Ogier 19. 


prntcsee® MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
NEXT REPORT cae 1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 200; 
“MOB 2 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 161; 
SAFARI RALLY 30 JUNE ISSUE 3M-Sport FordWRT 120;4Toyota 
Gazoo Racing WRTNG53. 
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Evans worked up a 
sweat to take his 
third victory of 
the season 


FORMULA E JAKARTA 


Evans stays cool 
as Jaguar pounces 


The New Zealander seized his chance in the heat 


of battle and held on to be top cat in Indonesia 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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wo big cats fought valiantly over the spoils on offer 

at Formula E’s first race in Jakarta. One cat, the DS 

Techeetah squad, had arguably roared the loudest 

earlier in the day, snarling its way to the head of 

the timing charts in both practice and qualifying 
with apparent ease. But the elusive prey it spent the day — or 
arguably the whole opening half of the season — stalking through 
the repaved streets around the Ancol Beach mall was intercepted 
by the original Big Cat. Jaguar — or most pertinently Mitch 
Evans — snatched the lead of the race with a single swipe, 
pouncing on polesitter Jean-Eric Vergne when the two-time 
champion was at his most vulnerable. 

In Berlin last month, Evans had been unable to hit the heights 
of his Rome double victory and second place in Monaco. The 
Tempelhof Airport has never been a happy hunting ground for 
Jaguar, and Evans did well to leave Berlin with points from both 
races, keeping himself in championship contention at an event 
where the Mercedes-powered cars ran riot. 

As an all-new venue with very few ‘traditional’ Formula E circuit 
hallmarks, Jakarta was a considerably unknown quantity. A newly 
laid asphalt offered a level of grip far beyond the usual road surfaces, 
and the considerable heat and humidity was expected to play havoc 
with battery temperatures — and therefore put a premium on 
efficiency. Unlike the usual ebb and flow of the 2021-22 season in 
which circuits have tended to suit one manufacturer, Jakarta was 
going to be something of a wildcard for everyone. 


“All-new venue Jakarta was 
going to be something of a 
wildcard for everyone” 


If practice was to be believed — at least until the final minute 
of FP2 — then there was a very real chance that Jakarta was going 
to be a jamboree for the less fancied teams on the grid. Mahindra’s 
Oliver Rowland headed FP1, NIO 333 bagged the sixth and seventh 
places in FP2, and Dragon Penske’s Antonio Giovinazzi even 
bumped his way into the top 10 by the close of the second session. 
But the DS Techeetah squad got its teeth into the session at 
the last second as if the half-hour running was a succulent impala. 
Antonio Felix da Costa took the chequered flag with the weekend’s 
first lap in the 1mo7s bracket, and Vergne then set the last moments 
later, eclipsing his team-mate by a whopping four tenths for a 
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1m07.594s. No other laps throughout the weekend got close, 
helped in part by the track surface and temperature torturing 
the all-weather Michelin rubber. 

Although FP2’s spread of results hinted at the smaller teams 
having half a chance to strike gold, qualifying was largely dominated 
by the usual faces — save for Andre Lotterer, whose impressive 
streak of making it into the duels in each of the first eight races 
came to a startling halt after missing 0.003s to Sebastien Buemi, 
who crept into his and Nissan e.dams’s first duels appearance. 

Apart from Buemi’s cameo, it was business as usual; Stoffel 
Vandoorne headed Group A by just under 0.07s over Vergne, 
while da Costa shaded Edoardo Mortara by an even more scant 
0.0o1s. Evans, for his part, was just 0.03s ahead of the fifth-placed 
Nyck de Vries and scraped his way into the duels, booking a 
quarter-final bout with the Mercedes of Vandoorne. 

But Evans capitalised on Vandoorne’s poor first sector, in which 
the Belgian shipped four tenths of a second to the Kiwi. As Vergne 
dispatched Pascal Wehrlein, who was already lumbered with a 
five-place grid penalty since Porsche broke the seal on the DCDC 
converter unit that failed in Monaco while the German was leading, 
he was up against Evans with a place in the final up for grabs. DS 
Techeetah’s teeth in qualifying were sharper, and the Frenchman 
brushed Evans aside to ensure the Franco-Chinese squad had at 
least one cat in the race for pole. Da Costa then ensured it was 
an all-DS duel after easing past Buemi and Mortara, the last of 


Rowland’s Mahindra 


managed just one lap 
before shedding a wheel 
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Evans harries the 
DS Techeetahs of 
Vergne and da Costa 
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“Evans breezed past, albeit 
with a parting kiss on the rear 
from da Costa's front fender” 


whom had cleared Jake Dennis in the quarter-finals. 

Vergne then controlled the final duel, with da Costa increasingly 
ragged throughout the lap and beaten by a full 0.8s by his team- 
mate. It was Vergne’s 15th Formula E pole, setting a new record after 
being tied with Buemi on 14 prior to the weekend. And, since a win 
has proven to be elusive in 2021-22 despite great pace among 
the Techeetah camp, it was Vergne’s best chance to capitalise. 

Before the weekend, drivers spoke at length about the 
importance of managing battery temperatures throughout the 
race, in anticipation of the sweltering conditions. As a battery 
gets hotter, it discharges more readily, meaning that the overall 
efficiency of a Formula E car will drop. With plenty of history 
lessons to draw on, particularly from FE’s past races in Santiago, 
where drivers were forced into a crawl simply to reach the end, 
the teams focused their efforts on ensuring that eventuality 
didn’t occur. Helpfully, the mercury was no longer pushing 
33C as it had under the midday sun. 

Off the line, Vergne’s lead never looked in doubt and he was 
under little pressure on the long run to Turn 1, but da Costa 
quickly had to contend with a rapid start from Evans. The Jaguar 
driver sniffed an opportunity around the outside of the 2019-20 
champion, but da Costa placed his car far enough to the left to ward 
off an early challenge. With the order now shaken out after the 
start, the drivers entered their management phase, albeit helped by 
a second-lap safety car after Rowland’s left-front wheel made a bid 
for freedom and detached itself from the Yorkshireman’s Mahindra. 

Upon the restart two laps later, Evans stuck with the leading 
pack of DS Techeetahs, and was immediately rewarded with 
second when the two black-and-gold cars locked up into Turn 7 
and drifted wide. Da Costa was particularly deep into the corner 
and Evans breezed past, albeit with a parting kiss on the rear 
from the Portuguese driver’s front fender. 

Soon after, the initial collections of attack mode began, with 
Vergne briefly conceding the lead to Evans as he picked up his 
four-minute allocation of 250kW power on lap eight of 40. Evans 
followed suit a lap later, albeit losing a place to both Vergne and >> 
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Mortara as the Venturi driver followed his Berlin strategy and 
went later with his initial activation. The Swiss held out until 
lap 15 to pick up his own higher power mode, allowing Evans back 
into second and within striking distance of Vergne once more. 

Vergne dived off-line at Turn 16 on the 16th lap for attack mode 
number two, releasing Evans into the front once more, but this time 
had to charge past organically two laps later at Turn 1 to reclaim the 
reins. The Aucklander had a brief chance of securing a cutback by 
navigating the tighter line into the next corner, but Vergne simply 
had more traction and held him off. 

Evans picked up his second attack mode on lap 25, crucially 
holding off da Costa, who had moved up to third once more thanks 
to Mortara going for his second activation a lap earlier. At this 
point, Vergne had a two-second lead and his attack mode had long 
since expired, giving Evans the impetus to scythe away at the gap. 
Four minutes later, once Evans had used up his extra 30kW of 
power, the gap between the front two stood at a mere 0.6s. Vergne 
was keeping calm out in front, but received an order from the DS 
pitwall to switch modes to try to manage his battery temperatures. 

“They asked me to go to a certain mode, and this mode was 
making me lift way, way earlier with less regen,” Vergne explained 
after the race. Even so, Evans didn’t seem to be particularly close to 
Vergne as the two headed towards Turn 7 on lap 32, but Vergne’s 
early lift gave the New Zealander acres of room down the inside. 
The Jaguar leaped into action, charging past Vergne and giving 
Evans the lead seemingly out of nowhere. From there, he hoped 
for a repeat of Rome, where he’d charged off into the distance with 


7 Vandoorne reckoned 


second attack mode slip 
cost him podium chance 
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“My rear tyres just plummeted. 
It was a hard race, physically it 
was not easy towards the end” 


nobody able to challenge. But Jakarta had one more sting in the tail. 
Evans’s rear tyres had begun to dwindle in performance and the 
near-one-second advantage he’d picked up could not last. 

By then, Mortara had cleared da Costa for the final time with 
his own attack mode and had joined the lead battle, closing down 
Jakarta’s maiden Formula E race with a frenetic finale. Vergne was 
now hunting down Evans, with Berlin winner Mortara on hand to 
pick up the pieces. With two laps remaining, Evans was under a 
huge amount of pressure from Vergne and forced to take defensive 
lines into the corners as the Parisian attempted to gather every 
single inch of space to find a way through. 

But Evans had one more ace up his sleeve, with about 0.5% 
more useable energy in the final stages. It proved enough of a 
shield to absorb each blow Vergne was on hand to deal, and by the 
final lap Vergne was simply focusing on regenerating enough energy 
to make it to the end. Evans was off the hook, and came away from 
a breathless final encounter with his third victory of the year. 
Mortara, on a similar level of energy to Evans, threw the kitchen 
sink at trying to snatch second from Vergne at the death, but 
was unable to prise open a gap and had to be content with third. 

“With a few laps to go, my rear tyres just plummeted,” a sweaty 
Evans said after the race. “He [Vergne] recovered a bit and then Edo 
was putting pressure on him. So they came towards me. Fortunately, 
the energy was quite similar between all of us, so that’s a massive 
advantage on the last lap. But it was a hard race, even physically it 
was not easy towards the end. Berlin was a bit of a struggle for us. 
But we’ve come with a completely different approach, and Jaguar 
have given me the tools to qualify at the front and race there.” 

With seven races remaining, Formula E’s titanic title scrap 
shows no signs of abating. In terms of spectacle, Jakarta was a 
qualified success for the championship and yielded a scintillating 
finish, and was packed out with thousands of fans. But among the 
blistering heat and high-pressure stakes, Evans was simply the 
man on the day who could keep his cool. With Marrakech next 
up to kick off an increasingly busy July, it might require that 
ice-cold touch once mote. “¥ 


IN THE HEADLINES 


PENALTY FOR LOTTERER 
Porsche’s Andre Lotterer was handed a 
five-second penalty for contact with Nyck 
de Vries at Turn 8, which sent the reigning 
champion’s Mercedes out of the race. 
Lotterer disagreed, suggesting that earlier 
contact had given de Vries a puncture 
leading to their incident. “The stewards 
thought | pushed him off in Turn 8 but | 
don’t think it was really the case,” he rued. 


DE VRIES VERSUS DI GRASSI 

Nyck de Vries reckoned the incident with 
Lotterer was “racing” and did not blame the 
Porsche driver. He was, however, aggrieved 
that an incident with Lucas di Grassi was not 
investigated: “The hit was literally just from 
the back and that resulted in a loss of three 
positions. | think if that didn’t happen, the 
moment with Andre also never happened.” 
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_ Evans enjoys the plaudits, 
fy, but would love a drop 
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POWERED BY 


ROUND 6/10, JAKARTA (IDN), 4 JUNE (40 LAPS - 58.906 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
ANOTHER VANDOORNE MISS 1 MitchEvans(nz1) Jaguar Racing /Jaguarl-TYPE5 48m28.424s 
In asimilar faux pas to the opening Diriyah : 
race, Stoffel Vandoorne missed his second 2 Jean-EricVergne (FRA) DSTecheetah /DSE-Tense FE21 +0.733s 
attack mode activation, which he felt cost 3. Edoardo Mortara (cHE) Venturi Racing / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +0.967s 
him a shot at ute podium. “It’s so frustrating, 4 Antonio FelixdaCosta(prt) DS Techeetah /DSE-Tense FE21 +3.350s 
because the first one | completely drifted 
through it and | thought | didn’t have it. I did 5 Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) Mercedes / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +4,038s 
a super-clean second one. |’m like, ‘Wow, 6  JakeDennis (csr) Andretti / BMWiFE.21 +4,.635s 
: rere : : em 
| missed it? So it's quite bizarre. 7 Lucasdi Grassi (Bra) Venturi Racing / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +5,2535 
SMALL ERRO R, BIG PROBLEM 8 PascalWehrlein (Dev) Porsche / Porsche 99x Electric +8.191s 
Antonio Felix da Costa’s early lock-ups also 9  SamBird (cer) Jaguar Racing / Jaguar|l-TYPE5 +13.348s 
took him out of the podium battle, viich left 10 Sebastien Buemi (cHE) Nissan e.dams/NissanIM03 +14.766s 
him “not sad but not super- happy”. He 
explained that “it cost me a position to Mitch 11 AndreLotterer (Dev) Porsche / Porsche 99X Electric +16.089s 
[Evans] and then that really compromised 12 OliverTurvey (cer) N10 333 /NIO 333001 +20.922s 
m k str well. Then it’ ‘ ; ; 
UCMEIE SSUES ell = ; pea 13 OliverAskew (usa) Andretti / BMWiFE.21 +23.020s 
snowball effect - you end up being on the 
back foot for the rest of the race.” 14 MaximilianGunther (peu) Nissane.dams/Nissan!IM03 +25.184s 
15 Alexander Sims (csr) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro +29.520s 
NEW TRACK WELL RECEIVED : . = 
wee 16 Nick Cassidy (NzL) Envision Racing / Audi e-tron FEO7 +29.873s 
Jakarta’s first race was popular among the 
drivers, with its layout (below) and track 17 Robin Frijns (nip) Envision Racing /Audie-tron FEO7 +30.854s 
surface being praised. One complaint? The 18 DanTicktum (cer) NIO333/NIO 333001 +31.827s 
heat. “The whole event has been really ; 
: ee 19 SergioSetteCamara(sra) Dragon PenskeAutosport/ Penske EV-5 +38.218s 
smooth, the track’s been great,” said Evans. 
“’?’m hoping we come back next year, just R_ Antonio Giovinazzi (IT) Dragon Penske Autosport/ Penske EV-5 35 laps-energy/withdrawn 
maybe a little bit colder would be nice!” R  NyckdeVries (nip) Mercedes / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 29 laps-puncture/collision 
R Oliver Rowland (cpr) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro 1lap-wheel 


Winner’s average speed 72.912mph. Fastest lap Evans 1m09.786s, 75.968mph. 


QUALIFYING 1Vergne 1m08.523s;2 da Costa 1m09.340s;3 Evans 1m08.658s; 4 Mortara 1m08.693s; 5 Dennis 1m08.653s; 
6Buemi 1m09.188s; 7 Vandoorne 1m09.268s; 8 Lotterer 1mM09.101s;9 de Vries 1m09.078s; 10 di Grassi 1m09.118s; 
11Wehrlein 1m09.029s*; 12 Rowland 1m09.134s; 13 Cassidy 1m09.157s; 
14Bird 1m09.148s; 15 Gunther 1m09.266s; 16 Turvey 1m09.413s; 17 Sette 
Camara 1m09.406s; 18 Ticktum 1m09.688s; 19 Askew 1m09.524s; 20 Sims 
1m09.723s; 21 Frijns no time; 22 Giovinazzi 1m18.034s. *= grid penalty. 


NEXT REPORT 


MARRAKECH E-PRIX 
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CHAMPIONSHIP 1Vandoorne 121; 2 Vergne 116; 3 Mortara 114; 
4 Evans 109; 5 Frijns 81; 6 de Vries 65; 7 Lotterer 59; 8 Wehrlein 55; 
9 diGrassi 55; 10daCosta 54. 


a 
a 
= 
z 
(Cc) 
<= 
co 


9 JUNE 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 37 


Power supreme in 
brilliant street contest 


The Penske star demonstrated all his skills to take his third 
win in Detroit and move back to the top of the points table 


he last ever IndyCar race on 
Belle Isle proved that the 
series doesn’t need the 
‘artificial’ condensing of the 
field by a caution period to 
produce prodigious amounts of passing and 
a tension-filled climax. There was just one 
caution flag, on the very last lap when Rinus 
VeeKay speared into the Turn 6 tyre wall. 
Aside from that, it was just great racing, 
the result of a variety of strategies, a huge 
difference in durability between the 
Firestone alternate tyres and primaries, 
some of the fastest driver/car combinations 
starting unexpectedly low down, and a 
venue with several passing opportunities. 
And at the end of the day, too, came the 
satisfaction of knowing that victory had 
gone to the right driver: no one but Will 
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DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


motorsport 
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Power could have won that race in that 
manner. The long-time Team Penske ace 
used his speed and aggression when he 
needed to in the first two stints, and then 
his smoothness, delicacy and judgement 
in the third and final stint to eke out his 
alternate tyres’ lifespan to 20 laps and 
not fight his way past backmarkers. He 
held off the charging Alexander Rossi 

to triumph by one second. 

The fact that this success allowed Power 
to join Scott Dixon and Helio Castroneves 
at the top of the Belle Isle winners’ list 
with three victories apiece, the fact that he 
scored Chevrolet’s 100th win in the 2.2-litre 
era in the marque’s and Penske’s home race, 
and the fact that he has now returned to the 
top of the points table — they were all 
merely cherries on the cake. 


Power had been held up quite 
inadvertently by Chip Ganassi Racing’s 
Alex Palou during the first stage of 
qualifying, as the reigning champion tried 
to gather up a huge moment at Turn 5, with 
the result that neither made it through to 
Q2. Other drivers who were wrong-footed 
by a rival in qualifying — Q2 in this instance 
— included Dixon and Rossi, both of whom 
had the pace to get into the Firestone Fast 
Six, but who had to abandon their flying 
laps as a result of Rossi’s team-mate 
Romain Grosjean having a sizeable 
shunt that brought out the red flags. 

Josef Newgarden, who’d been expecting 
that pair to bounce him out of the top six, 
took full advantage of his unexpected arrival 
in the Fast Six to throw caution to the wind 
and grab what he would later describe as 


one of his most satisfying pole positions. 
The Penske man edged Takuma Sato by 
0.134 seconds, the Japanese demonstrating 
once again that Honda-engined Dale Coyne 
Racing has a very strong set-up for this 
track — a fact endorsed by his rookie 
team-mate David Malukas claiming sixth 
on the grid, alongside Arrow McLaren SP 
Dallara-Chevrolet driver Pato O’Ward. In 
between, locking out the second row were 
the Honda-powered Meyer Shank Racing 
cars of Simon Pagenaud and Castroneves. 
When the list emerged of what drivers 
were starting on which tyre compound, it 
was clear what Dixon (ninth), Power (16th) 
and Palou (18th) intended, at least for the 
first stint, for they were all on primaries. 
Practice and race day warm-up showed that 
Firestone’s reds degraded precipitously 


yl) | Fo 
/ Rossi takes a swig as jy» 
Power and Dixon spray on 


final Belle Isle podium ' 
, ' 


Newgarden leads 
- but not for long 


when driven hard around the bumpy, 
14-turn, 2.35-mile track, with a four to 
five-second time loss across a 15-lap span. 
Those three champions would all run long 
— very long — in the opening stint of the 
70-lap race, and try to jump as many of 
their reds-shod rivals as possible. 

Rossi and strategist Brian Barnhart went 
for a different option. With the Andretti 
Autosport #27 starting 11th, it would run on 
reds initially but go for a three-stop strategy 
to get onto primaries as soon as possible. 

The field failed to bunch up on the last of 
the pace laps, so that only nine cars were in 
some semblance of grid formation when 
they got the green flag, but it was allowed to 
stand. Immediately, the two MSR cars of 
Pagenaud and Castroneves jumped Sato to 
grab second and third behind Newgarden, 


INDYCAR DETROIT 
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In the opening seven races of 2022, 
IndyCar has featured seven different 
polesitters and six different race winners 
(Josef Newgarden the only driver to have 
scored two wins) and it has left the 
17-race championship deliciously poised. 
Will Power is three points ahead of 
Indianapolis 500 winner Marcus Ericsson, 
with Pato O’Ward third, a further nine 
points behind, while reigning champion 
Alex Palou is fourth, well ahead of 
Newgarden and Scott Dixon. Still, this 
sextet is covered by a mere 53 points. 

Newgarden, 47 points behind Power, 
has the right to feel aggrieved after last 
Sunday’s race. This time he saw his 
strategy ruined by a lack of cautions, 
while last year, at the same venue in race 
two, it was a caution bringing him back 
into the realms of his competitors while 
he was running on the fragile red 
Firestones that cost him the win. 

At the best of times, the two-time 
champion’s demeanour scarcely 
conceals his competitiveness and, 
after his outstandingly brave pole 
position - in a car that was probably 
only sixth fastest on one-lap pace - 
was translated to a mere fourth- 
place finish, he was agitated. 

“It’s hard to not get annoyed,” he 
said. “When we need a race to go all 
green, it doesn’t go all green. We needed 
that last year. We basically ran Power’s 
[2022] strategy last year, but that was not 
the race to do it. Today would have been 
the day, but we tried not to do it because 
of what happened last year. 

“We ran a good race: just strategy-wise 
it didn’t work out... | don’t think you can 
blame anybody. It’s just typical IndyCar 
and you just can’t predict these things.” 


9 JUNE 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 39 


RACE CENTRE INDYCAR DETROIT 


while Colton Herta got around Malukas to 
grab sixth. But all eyes were on Rossi, who 
had been quickest in warm-up. He and 
Penske’s Scott McLaughlin went past 
Dixon on the opening lap as the six-time 
champ struggled to get his primaries up 

to temperature. Rossi then passed Marcus 
Ericsson and Malukas on lap two and Herta 
on lap three before diving into the pits and 
exchanging his red tyres for blacks. 

Behind him, other primary-tyred cars 
were making strong progress, too. Power got 
around Kyle Kirkwood of AJ Foyt Racing 
(another primary-tyred starter) on the 
opening lap, Grosjean on lap two, Conor 
Daly on lap three (as Daly’s team-mate 


“There isn't a driver 
able to coax more 
life out of a set of 
Firestones than 
Will Power” 


VeeKay headed to the pits from 12th, using 
a similar three-stop strategy to Rossi). 

On lap five, Power outbraked Dixon at 
Turn 3 and so now he was in the top 10 and 
the highest runner on primary tyres. As 
those on alternates nursed their rubber or 
reached the cliff edge, Power’s progress 
became relentless, with Dixon and now 
Palou following a similar path as their 
choice of primaries paid off. All three 
demoted McLaughlin on lap six, and the 
next to fall to the sword was Indy 500 
winner Ericsson, while Malukas pitted, 
promoting the trio another spot. 

Sato pitted and Herta had been passed 
next time by, while Power demoted O’Ward 
plus old team-mates Castroneves and 
Pagenaud in successive laps to run second 
by the end of lap 12, with Dixon and 
Palou in close attendance. 

With Newgarden running two seconds 
per lap slower than these three, it was only 
a matter of time before he was caught and, 
sure enough, he got dumped down to fourth 
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in the space of a lap, 14th time around. 

Two laps later, that became fifth thanks 
to Rossi, revelling in the long-lasting grip of 
his primary tyres, and two laps further still 
Newgarden and O’Ward gave up the unequal 
struggle and pitted. On lap 24, Rossi pitted 
too, but for the second time. 

Up front, Power had pulled just over 5s 
on Dixon before pitting on lap 25, and he 
emerged with another set of primaries, 
whereas Dixon and Palou went one more lap 
but then pitted for the softer tyres. The plan 
employed by Power, his race engineer Dave 
Faustino and strategist Ron Ruzewski was 
to pull out a big enough lead before being 
compelled to switch to the reds and to keep 
that stint as short as possible. They figured 
that with the track far more ‘rubbered up’ 
by the final third of the race, and track 
temperatures hopefully dropping (the race 
started at 1545) the #12 Penske Dallara- 
Chevy could be kinder to the brittle 
alternate compound tyres. 

On his second stint, Power had to 


maximise his black rubber, take advantage 
that Dixon and Palou would have to take care 
of their reds, and just hope that the Ganassi 
pair could also hinder Rossi. His prayers 
were answered. Power’s lead over Dixon was 
out to 8.5s on lap 36 and, while Rossi was 
close to Palou on lap 37, it took two laps for 
him to dive inside the champion at Turn 3 
to claim third, and a further four for him to 
pull a similar manoeuvre on Dixon and 
claim second. By this time, however, he 

was 18.8s behind Power. 

Palou gratefully dived into the pits to go 
back to primary tyres on lap 43, while Dixon 
lasted just one more lap. Rossi was making 
no inroads into Power’s lead — in fact it had 
extended to more than 19s and, when 
Barnhart saw he was also about to get 
hindered by a knot of traffic, he wisely 
pulled his man in on lap 46. 

Power, despite having charged hard 
through his second stint, was able to make 
his fuel last until lap 50, and following his 
out-lap — a careful one to protect his reds 
— his lead was 16s. Could he go fast enough 
for 20 laps to stay ahead of Rossi without 
his reds falling off a cliff? 

There isn’t a driver able to coax more life 
out of a set of Firestones than Power, and he 
assiduously applied himself to his task of 
driving completely differently than he had 
in the first two stints. He used his push-to- 
pass boost on the straights to keep up his 
lap time, but was braking early and gently 
into tight turns and treading carefully on 
the throttle on exit, so as to reduce 
longitudinal load through the tyres. In the 
turns, too, he was carrying as little throttle 
as possible to reduce lateral load. 

The gap was down to 11.7s with 12 laps 
to go, but there it stabilised for a few laps; 


Dixon started on the 
primary tyre and rose 
from ninth to third 


Rossi wasn’t gaining on the leader, nor was 
he escaping from third-placed Dixon. Palou 
was no longer fourth. He had fallen off the 
tail of his team-mate in their stint on reds, 
with Newgarden and O’Ward emerging from 
their second stops just ahead of him. 

With seven to go, Power’s lead was still 
at 10s, but he was starting to slow — not so 
much because his red tyres had reached the 
cliff edge, but because he didn’t wish to 
hasten to that point in their life cycle by 
running in a backmarker’s dirty air or going 
off line and scrambling to get by. Jimmie 
Johnson and Santino Ferrucci (subbing at 
Juncos Hollinger Racing for Callum Tlott, 
whose hand fracture prevented him from 
being cleared by IndyCar Medical) had 
already been lapped once and politely 
moved aside for the leader, but Jack 
Harvey was still on the lead lap. 

Twice Power asked for help to move the 
#45 Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing car 
aside, but the virtually non-existent blue- 
flag rules in IndyCar meant Harvey was 
under no obligation to do so. So, Power hung 
back from the wake of the RLLR car while 
gauging how quickly Rossi was closing. 

With four to go, he was 8s to the good, 
but on successive laps it was 6.6s, 5.1s and, 
with one to go, 2.5s. Rossi was relentless, 
cutting into the lead all around those final 
2.35 miles — but came up 1.0027s short. 
Power’s 41st IndyCar win was in the bag. “¥ 
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ROUND 7/16, DETROIT BELLE ISLE (USA), 5 JUNE (70 LAPS - 164.500 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
1 WillPower (aus) Team Penske / Dallara-Chevrolet 1h32m08.8183s 
2 Alexander Rossi (usa) Andretti Autosport/Dallara-Honda +1.0027s 
3. Scott Dixon (Nz) Chip Ganassi Racing/ Dallara-Honda +7,1239s 
4  JosefNewgarden (usa) Team Penske /Dallara-Chevrolet +10.6716s 
5 PatoO’Ward (mex) Arrow McLaren SP/ Dallara-Chevrolet +11.2348s 
6 Alex Palou (esp) Chip Ganassi Racing /Dallara-Honda +14.9056s 
7 Marcus Ericsson (swe) Chip Ganassi Racing/ Dallara-Honda +40.8996s 
8 ColtonHerta (usa) Andretti Autosport with Curb-Agajanian /Dallara-Honda +41.1286s 
9  SimonPagenaud (Fra) Meyer Shank Racing /Dallara-Honda +41.2942s 

10  FelixRosenqvist (swe) Arrow McLaren SP/ Dallara-Chevrolet +42.8774s 
11 David Malukas (usa) Dale Coyne Racingwith HMD/Dallara-Honda +45.8916s 
12 ConorDaly (usa) Ed Carpenter Racing /Dallara-Chevrolet +51.1769s 
13. Takuma Sato (JPN) Dale Coyne Racing with RWR/ Dallara-Honda +52.2162s 
14. ChristianLundgaard (onk) RahalLetterman Lanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda +1m12.7763s 
15 JackHarvey (cBr) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing /Dallara-Honda +1m28.2411s 


16 RinusvanKalmthout(n_v) Ed Carpenter Racing/Dallara-Chevrolet 69 laps-accident 


17 Romain Grosjean (FRa) Andretti Autosport/Dallara-Honda -llap 
18 DevlinDeFrancesco(can) Andretti Steinbrenner Autosport /Dallara-Honda -llap 
19 ScottMcLaughlin Nz.) Team Penske /Dallara-Chevrolet -llap 
20 DaltonKellett (can) AJ Foyt Enterprises /Dallara-Chevrolet -llap 
21 Santino Ferrucci(usa) Juncos Hollinger Racing /Dallara-Chevrolet -2laps 
22 Jimmie Johnson (usa) Chip Ganassi Racing / Dallara-Honda -2laps 
23 TatianaCalderon (col) AJ Foyt Enterprises /Dallara-Chevrolet -2laps 


24 KyleKirkwood (usa) AJ Foyt Enterprises /Dallara-Chevrolet 49 laps-accident 


25 HelioCastroneves(sra) MeyerShankRacing/Dallara-Honda 21 laps-steering 


26 GrahamRahal(usa) Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda 2laps-accident 


Winner’s average speed 107.111mph. Fastest lap Malukas 1m16.4034s, 110.728mph 


Q3 1Newgarden1m15.2153s; 2 Sato 1m15.3490s; 

3 Pagenaud 1m15.3951s; 4 Castroneves 1m15.4538s; 
5 O’Ward 1m16.3301s;6 Malukas 1m16.6104s. 
Q20’Ward 1m14.6681s; Malukas 1m14.8251s; 
Castroneves 1m14.8593s; Pagenaud 1m14.9172s; 
Sato 1m14.9363s; Newgarden 1m15.0289s;7 Herta 
1m15.1043s;8 Ericsson 1m15.2279s; 9 Dixon 1m15.4057s; 
10 McLaughlin 1m15.8670s; 11 Rossi 1m16.2179s; 

12 Grosjean 1m16.9740s. 

Q1-GROUP 1 Castroneves 1m15.4367s; O’Ward 
1m15.5973s; Ericsson 1m15.6159s; McLaughlin 
1m15.6765s; Pagenaud 1m15.8463s; Grosjean 
1m16.0067s; 13 Daly 1m16.0154s; 15 Kirkwood 


1m16.1255s; 17 Ferrucci1m16.1390s; 19 Lundgaard 
1m16.3068s; 21 DeFrancesco 1m16.3374s;23 Rahal 
1m16.4265s; 26 Kellett no time. 

Q1-GROUP 2 Malukas 1m14.8833s; Rossi 1m15.0288s; 
Herta 1m15.2003s; Newgarden 1m15.2262s; Dixon 
1m15.3309s; Sato 1M15.3911s; 14van Kalmthout 
1m15.5482s; 16 Power 1m15.5731s; 18 Palou 1m15.6121s; 
20 Harvey 1m16.8347s; 22 Johnson 1m17.5499s; 

24 Calderon 1m18.3657s; 25 Rosenqvist 1m18.6291s. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Power 255; 2 Ericsson 252;3 O’Ward 
243; 4 Palou 241;5 Newgarden 208; 6 Dixon 202; 7 Rossi181; 


8 Pagenaud 179;9 Rosenqvist 174; 10 McLaughlin 173. 
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Belle and Sebastien means Cadillac success 


DETROIT BELLE ISLE (USA) 
ROUND 6/12 


Sebastien Bourdais and Renger van der 
Zande combined to score yet another 
IMSA SportsCar victory for Chip 
Ganassi and Cadillac Racing at The 
Raceway on Belle Isle last Saturday. 
Bourdais, who laid on another clinic in 
qualifying, drove an exemplary opening 
stint before van der Zande brought the 
car home for its second successive win 
on the challenging 2.35-mile temporary 
circuit. But this was no walk in the park. 

The Dallara-based Cadillacs were 
slightly favoured over the more nimble 
Acuras going into the weekend, despite 
the Caddys being saddled with an extra 
15kg of ballast under IMSA’s Balance of 
Performance. The top three cars — one 
Cadillac and two Acuras — were separated 
by a scant 0.127 seconds in qualifying, 
while after a breathtaking 73 laps of green- 
flag racing the top four — three Cadillacs 
and one Acura — were blanketed by 
just 1.663s. This was a cracker. 

Bourdais looked to have messed up 
his chances of the pole when he slapped 
the wall hard at the exit of Turn 8, but 
incredibly the car sustained no serious 
damage and he was able to dip fully 
half a second beneath Juan Pablo 
Montoya’s track record to secure 
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Barnicoat and Kirkwood 


took Lexus to GTD spoils 


his fourth pole of the season. 

Unlike at Long Beach, where an early 
mistake caused him to wage a sensational 
comeback, Bourdais was flawless as he 
eked out a margin of just over 2s on Tom 
Blomavist’s Meyer Shank Acura by the time 
they both headed for the pitlane after 36 laps, 
exactly halfway through the 100-minute race. 
Alex Lynn, in the second Ganassi Cadillac, 
was a further 18s adrift when he pitted on 
the same lap to hand over to Earl Bamber. 

Ricky Taylor had stayed with the two 
leaders before abandoning the Wayne Taylor 
Racing Acura’s fuel-saving tactics after 28 
laps and committing instead to a two-stop 
strategy for himself and Filipe Albuquerque. 
Critically, the Action Express Cadillac 
team had made the same decision much 
earlier, with team newcomer Olivier Pla 


completing only 10 laps before being 
relieved by Pipo Derani. The Brazilian set 
a blistering pace and actually led for three 
laps before making his own final stop at 
the earliest possible opportunity — with 
4o laps in the books and 44 minutes 
remaining. Derani rejoined in fifth, 34s 
behind van der Zande, but continued 

to set an astonishing pace — including a 
new lap record only 0.059s slower than 
Bourdais’ pole — as he quickly reduced 
the deficit. With 20 minutes remaining, 
the top four were together. 

Van der Zande managed his pace 
perfectly to secure the victory, while 
Oliver Jarvis, in for Blomqvist, tracked his 
every move. Mere yards behind, Derani 
muscled his way past Bamber for third 
at Turn 1 on lap 60, only for Bamber to 
repay the favour at Turn 3 with three laps 
remaining. Sadly, Derani’s hard work came 
to nought when the #31 car later failed to 
meet the minimum weight requirement. 

Taylor/Albuquerque were promoted 
to third but still narrowly ceded the 
championship points lead to Blomqvist/ 
Jarvis with four races remaining. 

The GTD contest was almost as 
hard fought, with IndyCar driver Kyle 
Kirkwood and Ben Barnicoat scoring 
the Vasser Sullivan Lexus team’s first 
victory of the season by 2.3s over 
the Heart of Racing Aston Martin of 
Roman De Angelis and Ross Gunn. 


lron men make 
it a Ferrari 1-2 
into the night 


PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
ROUND 2/5 


Ferrari kept up its strong record in the GT 
World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup in 
the 1000km of Paul Ricard when Antonio 
Fuoco, Daniel Serra and Davide Rigon led 

a 1-2 finish for the factory-supported Iron 
Lynx squad. The marque took pole, filled 
two thirds of the overall podium, and placed 
another two crews from the Gold Cup and 
Pro-Am classes on the rostrum at the end 
of six pulsating hours in southern France. 

Crucially, Ferrari did what many rivals 
failed to do. Its 488 GT3s stayed out 
of trouble as punctures proved the 
key talking point across the field. 

A pair of victory contenders felt the 
brunt of tyre issues, notably the Emil Frey 
Racing Lamborghini of Mirko Bortolotti, 
Jack Aitken and Albert Costa, which missed 
out on a clear second place inside the final 
hour. A puncture and subsequent black flag 
to replace a broken rear light meant sixth 
was the best their Huracan could manage. 

Reigning overall champion team WRT also 
hit strife with two punctures for the Audi 
of Kelvin van der Linde, Charles Weerts 
and Dries Vanthoor; the second, following 
aclumsy collision with the Madpanda 
Mercedes late on, put an end to their run. 

Serra started the race in the polesitting 
Ferrari and led the opening lap, before being 
usurped by the Dinamic Porsche of Klaus 
Bachler following an early safety car period 
caused by Hubert Haupt tapping the Team 
GetSpeed Mercedes of Maro Engel into a 


Merc and Lambo challenges =» 
could not be sustained 


spin. The Jota McLaren and one of the 
Sainteloc Audis also retired after contact. 

During a frantic opening stint, Bortolotti 
stormed through from sixth on the grid 
to grab the lead with a superb dive to the 
inside of Bachler at the final corner inside 
14 laps. Try as he might, though, Bortolotti 
couldn’t break clear, and the equally 
impressive Raffaele Marciello (ASP 
Mercedes) was one of several in 
contention by the first round of stops. 

Here, the Mercedes got the jump on the 
Lambo but would pay later in the race with 
two penalties: the first for an unsafe release, 
which Aitken felt unnecessarily delayed 
him on exit; and the second for failing to 
meet the mandated 41s refuelling time. 

Strong pace on track and slick work in the 
pits meant that Rigon assumed a somewhat 
comfortable lead over the Emil Frey 
Lamborghini, which had been forced into tyre 
management after spectacular blow-outs for 
the sister Huracans of Giacomo Altoe and 
Tuomas Tujula at Signes. The Lambo’s goose 
was then cooked for good in the final hour; 
Costa got the puncture and Bortolotti had to 
pit to replace the rear light damaged in the 
incident. The ASP Merc of Marciello, Daniel 
Juncadella and Jules Gounon had been given 
a reprieve and was second until Gounon 


WORLD OF SPORT 


Fuoco, Serra and Rigon 
took win with Iron Lynx 


DETROIT BELLE ISLE (USA) 

DPi Sebastien Bourdais/ 

Renger van der Zande 

Chip Ganassi Racing (Cadillac DPi-V.R) 
GTD Ben Barnicoat/Kyle Kirkwood 
Vasser Sullivan (Lexus RC F GT3) 


PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
Davide Rigon/Daniel Serra/Antonio Fuoco 
Iron Lynx (Ferrari 488 GT3) 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 


was overwhelmed by the second Iron Lynx 
Ferrari of Miguel Molina — who shared with 
James Calado and Nicklas Nielsen — 
following a late safety car restart. 

Fourth were Rowe Racing-run BMW 
juniors Dan Harper, Neil Verhagen and 
Max Hesse, ahead of Valentino Rossi 
in the WRT Audi he shared with Nico 
Muller and Frederic Vervisch. 
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COVERAGE THAT GOES 
BEYOND THE TRACK 


Comprehensive driver news, 
team announcements and 
the latest from the paddock. 


./ 
SMART INSIGHT, 
PUBLISHED DAILY 


Expert opinion and technical 
| insight from the best team 


of motorsport writers. 


NATIONAL MOTORSPORT 
COVERAGE 


Touring Car, Rally and National 
coverage from across the UK. 


NO ADS, 
MORE PERFORMANCE 


A faster, premium, 
ad-free website experience. 
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Aron and Mini 
win the fights 
with Beganovic 


FORMULA REGIONAL EUROPEAN 
PAUL RICARD (FRA) 

4-5 JUNE 

ROUND 4/10 


Paul Aron and Gabriele Mini took a win 
apiece as the Formula Regional European 
Championship by Alpine moved slightly 
along the coast from Monaco to Provence, 
each after entertaining on-track battles 
with series leader Dino Beganovic. 
Swedish Ferrari protege Beganovic 
claimed pole for race one, with Gabriel 
Bortoleto alongside him on the front row 
and Aron starting third. After an early 
safety car, Aron wasted little time in passing 
Bortoleto, and then the Mercedes Fi junior 
homed in on Prema team-mate Beganovic. 
Aron mounted an attack at half-distance, 
the duo spending much of the second half 
of the lap side by side before the Estonian 
dived down the inside at the final turn. 
But Beganovic surged back ahead on the 
start/finish straight to reclaim the lead. 
With five minutes remaining, Aron 
got it done into the Mistral chicane, and 
Beganovic’s bid to retaliate resulted in 
him running wide a few corners later. He 
regrouped and closed back up on Aron to 


ROZENDAAL/DUTCH PHOTOAGENCY 


complete a 1-2, hours before Prema’s sister 
Iron Lynx team under DC Racing Solutions 
ownership did the same in the headlining 
GT World Challenge Europe race. 

Behind them, Michael Belov leapfrogged 
Mini and then Bortoleto in the closing 
stages to claim third, with Hadrien 
David also close at hand in sixth. 

Mini put his ART Grand Prix car on 
pole for race two, with Bortoleto (R-ace GP) 
again on the front row. Beganovic demoted 
Bortoleto early on before gaining on Mini 
and attempting a move into the Mistral 


Logano’s Gateway to success 


NASCAR CUP 
GATEWAY (USA) 
5 JUNE 

ROUND 15/36 


Joey Logano came out on top ina 
one-on-one battle with Kyle Busch in 
overtime to win the NASCAR Cup Series’ 
inaugural race at World Wide Technology 
Raceway at Gateway in St Louis. 

Busch had taken control, but a wreck 
involving Kevin Harvick with four of 
the scheduled 240 laps remaining sent 
Sunday’s race into a two-lap overtime, 


Logano goes wheel 
to wheel with Busch 


JARRETT/NKP/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


much to the delight of the sold-out crowd. 
Logano lined his Ford up alongside leader 
Busch’s Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota on the 
restart and immediately got a big push 
from Penske team-mate Ryan Blaney, 
which allowed Logano slide into the lead. 

On the final lap, Busch used a 
crossover move to get back in front of 
Logano as the two nearly touched, but he 
got loose in the process and Logano dived 
beneath him and back to the lead. Logano 
took the chequered flag 0.655 seconds 
head of Busch to earn his second win of 
the 2022 season. “It doesn’t get much 
better than that,” said Logano. “Racing 
for the lead like that with Kyle was a 
lot of fun, crossing each other back 
and forth. I knew it was coming.” 

Busch’s brother Kurt finished third 
ahead of Blaney and Aric Almirola. 
For much of the race, all eyes were on 
Ross Chastain, who spun Denny Hamlin 
and later Chase Elliott. Both retaliated 
against Chastain, who took responsibility 
after the race for the two incidents. 
JIM UTTER 


WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE 


Mini leads Beganovic | 
and Haverkort to 


the flag in race two 


chicane at half-distance. Both ran wide, and 
this allowed Kas Haverkort to tuck his Van 
Amersfoort Racing car into their slipstream. 
Beganovic bravely clung on around the 
outside of Haverkort at Signes to retain 
second place, but more safety car action 
(there’d already been one) stymied his 
attempts to challenge Mini again. 

Aron came up to fourth from David and 
Bortoleto. Beganovic was later excluded 
from this race for a hub-flange illegality 
discovered at scrutineering, although 
Prema has appealed the decision. 


FORMULA REGIONAL EURO BY ALPINE 
PAUL RICARD (FRA) 
Race 1 Paul Aron 
Prema Racing 
Race 2 Gabriele Mini 
ART Grand Prix 


NASCAR CUP 
GATEWAY (USA) 
Joey Logano 
Team Penske 
(Ford Mustang) 


INDY LIGHTS 
DETROIT BELLE ISLE (USA) 
Races 1&2 Linus Lundqvist 
HMD Motorsports with 
Dale Coyne Racing 


GT4 EUROPEAN SERIES 

PAUL RICARD (FRA) 

Races 1 & 2 Mike Ortmann/Hugo Sasse 
PROsport Racing 
(Aston Martin Vantage GT4) 
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Joy for Quartararo on Espargaro’s home ground 


MOTOGP 
BARCELONA (ESP) 
5 JUNE 

ROUND 9/20 


If there was ever one chance for Aleix 
Espargaro to claim a home victory at a 
Barcelona circuit that revved up his passion 
for racing as a child, living within earshot 
at his home in Granollers, it was last 
weekend’s Catalan Grand Prix. Everything 
was right for it. Espargaro is in the best 
form of his career and sat just eight points 
from championship leader Fabio Quartararo 
in second place, after registering his fourth 
straight podium the week before at Mugello. 
To boot, the low-grip, greasy nature of the 
Barcelona circuit as it baked in the Spanish 
sunshine suited the Aprilia perfectly, its 
superior mechanical grip allowing Espargaro 
to ride around many of the issues his rivals 
were having in the conditions, while its 


ambitious Nakagami 
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strong tyre conservation would be a 
key asset in a race of survival. 

It was a similar story to his successful 
Argentinian GP weekend: Espargaro topped 
practice, qualified on pole and was favourite 
for the race. But it was not to be. Even 
before Espargaro’s embarrassing blunder 
on the final lap, when he was led astray by 
the circuit timing tower’s lap count and 
celebrated his second place believing he’d 
finished, Quartararo could not be beaten. 

The reigning world champion ended 
Friday’s running at Barcelona “worried” 
about how the Yamaha was reacting to 
the low-grip conditions, although things 
improved considerably through Saturday 
to the point where he could be considered 
a win contender. Even then, Barcelona’s 
long back straight was a threat to the M1’s 
lack of horsepower, and getting mired in 
the pack could spell disaster for Quartararo. 


The start, then, was crucial. And he nailed 


Rins flies through the air 
after being hit by an 


=~ 


it, “risking a lot” on the brakes into Turn 1 
to beat Espargaro. Behind, disaster befell 
one of his title rivals Francesco Bagnaia, the 
Mugello winner’s rear wheel wiped out by 
Takaaki Nakagami’s face as his LCR Honda 
slammed into a helpless Alex Rins on the 
Suzuki. Nakagami’s overambitious lunge 
from 12th on the grid was deemed a racing 
incident — something that incensed Rins, 
who took aim at what he perceived as 
incompetence by MotoGP stewards. He 
was left with a fractured left wrist, while 
Nakagami had to stay in hospital overnight. 
Bagnaia emerged unscathed, but his title 
hopes have taken a battering to the tune 
of a 66-point deficit to Quartararo, whose 
new two-year Yamaha deal was announced 
pre-weekend, while Gresini Ducati rider 
Enea Bastianini also crashed early on. 
While Espargaro and Pramac’s Jorge 
Martin, back on form on his Ducati after 
switching to an older front fork set-up, 
debated second, Quartararo had built a 
1.6-second gap by the end of lap four of 24. 
That gap continued to extend to well over 
6s as he perfectly managed his medium 
tyres, easing to a second win of the season 
to back up his second-place finish at 
Mugello and end what was predicted 
to be his toughest week of the season 
in the strongest form of his campaign. 
Now 22 points clear of Espargaro, who 
had broken away from Martin in the latter 
stages before his heartbreaking last-lap 
gaffe, there is a sense that the reigning 
world champion has kicked into a gear 
the rest are unlikely to match without 
a serious upping of their game. 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 9/20, BARCELONA (ESP), 5 JUNE (24 LAPS - 69.449 MILES) 


POS RIDER TEAM TIME 
1 Fabio Quartararo (FRA) Yamaha 40m29.360s 
2  JorgeMartin (Esp) Pramac Ducati +6.473s 
3 Johann Zarco (Fra) Pramac Ducati +8.385s 
4  JoanMir (esp) Suzuki +11.481s 
re er a MOTO2 
+14, 
5 AleixEspargaro (esp) prilia 395s BARCELONA (ESP) 
6 LucaMarini (ta) VR46 Ducati +15.430s Celestino Vietti (below) 
7 Maverick Vinales (Esp) Aprilia +15.975s VR46 Racing Team 
: (Kalex) 
8 Brad Binder (zar) KTM +21.436s 
9  MiguelOliveira prt) KTM +26.800s MOTO3 
? Rantie Quartararo 10 Alex Marquez (esp) LCRHonda +30.460s BARCELONA (ESP) 
ie ce Izan Guevara 
t * and Zarco 11 RemyGardner (aus) Tech3 KTM +32.443s 
“| celebrate Aspar Team (Gas Gas) 
Z| 4 12 DarrynBinder (zar) RNF Yamaha +32.881s 
13 FrancoMorbidelli ita) Yamaha +33.168s 
— - 
____Espargaro was set for = 14 JackMiller (aus) Ducati +34.693s 
~~ second until his bizarre _ : - ee: aT 
B e es = 4 + 
— tast-lap blunder 15 RaulFernandeziesp) ech3 37.8445 
; 16 Michele Pirro (1a) Ducati +44,533s 
17 PolEspargaro(esp) Honda +46.199s 
R_ Andrea Dovizioso (TA) RNF Yamaha 17laps 
R_ FabioDiGiannantonio (ita) Gresini Ducati 8laps-accident 
R_ Enea Bastianini (ita) Gresini Ducati 7 laps-accident 
R_ Marco Bezzecchi (ita) VR46 Ducati 5 laps-accident 
R_ Francesco Bagnaia (!TA) Ducati 1lap-accident damage 
R_ Alex Rins (Esp) Suzuki Olaps-accident 
R TakaakiNakagami(yen) © LCRHonda Olaps-accident 
Martin’s return to the podium for the R_ StefanBradl (peu) Honda Olaps-accident 


first time since Argentina in April was a 
welcome relief to the Spaniard, who went 
for surgery on a nerve issue in his arm 

on the Monday after, while Espargaro’s 
error proved to be “a nice gift” for the 
second Pramac Ducati rider Johann Zarco. 

Joan Mir salvaged another miserable 
weekend on the sole remaining Suzuki 
battling front-end issues when he leapt 
from 17th to seventh on the first lap, and 
went on to finish fourth ahead of Espargaro. 

A soft-tyre gamble didn’t pay off much 
for Maverick Vinales in seventh, while Brad 
Binder took top KTM honours in eighth. 
Binder led team-mate Miguel Oliveira 
throughout, and Oliveira ran off at 
Turn 1 late on before finishing ninth. 

The absence of Marc Marquez was 
noticeable just one week after he stepped 
away for a fourth major operation on his 
badly broken right arm. Honda has since 
confirmed the surgery was a success and 
Marquez is on the mend. Alex Marquez was 
at least able to shine in his brother’s absence 
with a run from last to 10th on his LCR 
Honda as he hopes to prove his worth. 
LEWIS DUNCAN 


Winner’s average speed 102.915mph. Fastest lap Quartararo 1m40.186s, 103.980mph. 


QUALIFYING 21AEspargaro 1m38.742s; 2 Bagnaia 1m38.773s; 3 Quartararo 1M38.959s; 4 Zarco 1m39.027s; 
5 DiGiannantonio 1m39.099s; 6 Martin 1m39.142s; 7 Rins 1m39.145s; 8 Vinales 1m39.397s; 9 Marini 1m39.451s; 
10P Espargaro 1m39.477s; 11 Miller 1m39.523s; 12 Nakagami 1m39.611s. 


QUALIFYING 1Vinales 1m39.216s; Nakagami 1m39.223s; 13 Bezzecchi 1m39.240s; 14 Bastianini 1m39.246s; 

15B Binder 1m39.249s; 16 Oliveira 1m39.420s; 17 Mir 1m39.664s; 18 Morbidelli 1m39.884s; 19 Dovizioso 1m40.071s; 
20 Gardner 1m40.113s; 21 Bradl 1m40.298s; 22 Pirro 1M40.351s; 23 D Binder 1M40.373s; 24 Fernandez 1m40.587s; 
25 Marqueznotime. 


RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Quartararo 147; 2 AEspargaro 125; 3 Bastianini 94; 4 Zarco 91; 5 Bagnaia 81; 6 B Binder 
73; 7 Rins 69; 8 Mir69; 9 Miller 65; 10 Marc Marquez 60; 11 Oliveira 57; 12 Martin 51; 13 Vinales 46; 14 Marini 41; 

15 P Espargaro 40; 16 Nakagami 38; 17 Bezzecchi 30; 18 AMarquez 26; 19 Morbidelli 22; 20 D Binder 10; 

21 Di Giannantonio 8; 22 Dovizioso 8; 23 Gardner 8; 24 Fernandez 1; 25 Pirro 0; 26 Bradl 0; 27 Lorenzo Savadori0. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Ducati 201; 2 Yamaha 147; 3 Aprilia 126; 4 KTM 101; 5 Suzuki 93; 6 Honda81. 
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


RACE PARTS 
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Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 
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MARKETPLACE 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


Could this be your stunning idyllic 
Eifel Mountain Chalet style base for the 
Nordschleife? Less than half an hour away! 


House set well above the river in a small village, clear view down 
the Ahr valley with brilliant sunrises. 

Convenient for the Al for access and Adenau for hospitality. 
Two generous garages with three-phase power. 

Four/five bedrooms, two with balconies. 

Spacious lounge with long valley view, snug, dining room and 
kitchen with breakfast area. 

Large area of cellars, wash room and oil fired boiler with 6,000L 
of oil storage, half full! 

Fully furnished with furniture, white goods, soft furnishing and 
lightly used beds, duvets and linen. 


The house is ready to live in, go and play. 
€275,000. Price includes substantial adjoining designated building 
plot in centre of village, grassland for present. For more details 


and chat call Dave on 07867 907 559. Sale will be conducted 
through Jupp Immobilien Hildesheim Germany. Visit their website! 
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In Tank Fuel Pumps & Kits 


AUDI « BMW « FORD » HONDA ~ Ses ’ 
LANCIA « LOTUS * MAZDA. MINI . S< 
MITSUBISHI * NISSAN * PEUGEOT , 
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Tel: +44 01784 493555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Junior Heritage Mechanic 
Mercedes F1 Team 


A vacancy has arisen for a Junior Heritage Mechanic, 
reporting to the Heritage Senior Technician. You will 

work across multiple functions within our Formula One 
environment increasing your experience to build and support 
our Heritage cars in their preserved specification. 


Support Heritage car built to an agreed specification. 
Storage of Heritage cars in conditions to prevent damage 
(either accidental or environmental). 

Create inventory of each car (including lifing history, 
detailed build sheet) in a clear and logical structure. 
Collate all necessary support equipment to ensure cars 
can be operated for years to come. 

Ensure stock of Heritage parts is constantly updated and 
accurate. 

This is a physical hands-on position involving lifting 

of some heavy components, this will require the 
understanding of manual handling, handling aids and 
labelling loads. 

As the department will be supporting demos and some 
external promotional events team members may be 
required to travel. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport fe 
JOBS 


Component Assembly Technician - Mechanical 
Williams F1 Team 


We are currently recruiting for Component Assembly 
Technician to join our team. Reporting to the Component 
Assembly Manager, our travelling component and 
assembly technician will be supporting the race team with 
the installation, repair, inspection, reassembly, refit, and 
adjustment of our race car components 


Williams racing will provide additional training where 
required to be competent in the following tasks/duties - 


Mechanical Assembly 

Service and sign-off of assemblies required for the 
running of race, test, PR and customer cars and rigs. 
Sub-assembly components and experience in the 
assembly / rebuilding of such components. 

The ability to work with multiple departments within the 
production team to ensure cohesion and continuity. 


Williams Racing Component Assembly Technicians are 
ambitious, committed, dedicated, proactive and are willing 
to take on new challenges. They will be able to multitask to 
meet tight deadlines without losing focus, have excellent 
people skills and be able to pay attention to detail. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Red Bull stim 
JOBS A evita Sates 


Senior Mechanical Design Engineer 
Red Bull Advanced Technologies 


We are looking for an experienced and enthusiastic Senior 
Mechanical Design Engineer to work on a variety of exciting 
projects in the sea and on the track. You will be responsible 
for delivering high quality, creative designs to aggressive 
schedules, allowing the team to meet the requirements of 
the Advanced Technologies Design function for our brand- 
new projects. 


You will be providing your engineering expertise to 
maximising the design performance, caring out detailed 
designs of components and assemblies as required 
and meet agreed project deadlines working alongside 
and delegating tasks where necessary to other Design 
Engineers. 


You will have previous experince within a similar role ideally 
within F1, Motorsport, Automotive, Marine, or similar, 
designing Performance vehicles. You will be an excellent 
team player who is able to assist with other design issues 
when requested to by the Chief Designer, as well as being 
confident making challenging technical decisions and 
developments within the industry - materials, technology, 
processes, software tools etc. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
ops 


CNC Programmer/Machinist 


McLaren Racing 


The purpose of this role is to program, set and operate 
multi-axis machine tools. 


Principal accountabilities: 


¢ Program and manufacture of components to supplied 
drawings, encompassing the programming, setting and 
operating of multi-axis computer numerically controlled 
(CNC) machining centres 
Wherever possible, you will be required to set and operate 
more than one machine tool 
Maintain program and tooling records for all components 
produced 
Liaising with the management and production engineers 
to maximise the efficient running of the machine tools 
Maintain a shift handover record with other shift-based 
employees in the machine shop 
Responsible for the cleanliness and housekeeping in the 
workplace 
To be aware of health and safety legislation as it applies 
in the workplace 
In addition to these functions, employees are required to 
carry out such other duties as may be reasonably required 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


motorsport &) 


JOBS 


Head of Technology 
Alpine Fl Team 


We are looking to add to our excellent team with 
individuals who are motivated to significantly contribute 
to our relentless pursuit of excellence - and ultimately 
a championship contending team. We have a leadership 
opportunity at Alpine Fl as a Head of Technology. 


This position will be within our Engineering Office based 
in Enstone making a significant contribution to our 
performance. 


For this position, you will work in collaboration with the 

Head of Engineering, Chief Engineers, Heads of Sections 
and Performance Systems to lead the development of 

car technologies, defining a longer-term car technology 
strategy to increase our performance potential and options 
for emerging car programmes through simulation and 
development. You will lead a talented group of people 
encouraging ownership and accountability, ensuring projects 
are managed from initial concept to race engineering in 
conjunction with the relevant design head of section. 


This position is a critical role within the team that offers the 
opportunity for the successful candidate to make a tangible 
impact on the team’s performance. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS P mM 


Social Media Editor 
Motorsport Network 


Motorsport Network is the global market leader in media 
and technology sitting at the intersection of the Motorsport 
and Automotive industries. We have grown our audience 

to more than 61 million monthly active users and over 20 
million social media followers. We have sold more than one 
million copies of our NASCAR series of video games and 
market tickets and hospitality experiences to more than 100 
events per year. 


Motorsport Network's events division is a fast-growing 
specialist provider of motorsport tickets, experiences, travel, 
hospitality, and exclusive events, including Le Mans 24 
Hours, Formula 1 and Moto GP races, WRC rallies, the Isle of 
Man TT and many more. 


Principal accountabilities: 


¢ Multi brand and channel management, posting across 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, TikTok and any other 
strategically relevant platforms for our main Racing 
portfolio (Autosport, Motorsport.com) 
Creating best-in-class graphics and video assets to 
engage with motorsport fans 
Live in-moment event coverage of races 
Working with video, podcast, and editorial team to create 
bespoke content for social, including social graphics 
Editing third party videos for social relevance 
Create positive brand and tone of voice for our owned and 
operated brands (Motorsport.com, Autosport etc) 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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motorsport 
JOBS 


Senior Materials Engineer 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


Working in the Material’s Group and reporting to the Head 
of Structures, the Material Engineer will be responsible for 
supporting the teams’ understanding of both composites 
and metallic materials, including the selection and 
understanding of their performance and limitations. This 
work will support the Design Office in their choice of 
materials, quality in ensuring compliance and production in 
maintaining a current database of material choices. 


Responsibilities: 


Manage material data and provide the necessary data to 
IFS, Production and Design. 

Confirm material properties, process, and maintain the 
support documentation for this. 

Working with Quality and Production to ensure a 
repeatable material performance is achieved. 

Liaise with Quality to ensure compliance of any sourced 
material. 

Forensic analysis and input on any material failures. 
Ensure new supplier quality through standard a test 
programme. 

Seek and investigate new material and processes 
(including curing, co-curing and adhesive processes). 
Seek and investigate new material and processes 
(including heat treatment and coatings). 

Financial evaluation of material options. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Transmissions Technician 
M-Sport 


With the 2022 season underway, we are looking for a 
Transmissions Technician to immediately join, to work 
alongside our team of highly skilled Technicians in our busy 
Transmissions Department. 


Duties will include: 


Working alongside our experienced Technicians rebuilding 
WRC specification transmissions, for both Ford Puma and 
Fiesta. 

Servicing customer transmissions systems for 2017 WRC 
Ford Fiesta and Ford Focus WRC. 

Creating post event reports to provide feedback to our 
engineering team. 


The ideal candidate should: 


Be educated to a technical level 

Have a thorough understanding of motor vehicles and 
their systems. 

Have a strong analytical approach and a meticulous 
attention to detail 

Always offer a professional image at all times to clients, 
sponsors etc. 

Previous motorsport experience would be an advantage 
but is not essential. 

Be willing to travel. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


I Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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Motorsport UK launches new StreetCar initiative 


“AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A f ] O N A L 


Testing the Fastest=~__4 
Minis ifthe World® “ 


UREN RETURNS TO BRITISH OVENDEN CLAIMS MAIDEN CSCC SERIES ENTERTAIN 
HILLCLIMB WINNING WAYS BRX SUPERCAR VICTORY AT BRANDS HATCH 


; eos Pe nes he 


TRACK TEST 


Driving the Fastest 
Minis in the World 


There are some seriously impressive Minis that compete in this 


special race, with everything from turbos to paddleshift gearboxes, 


so Autosport roped in ex-Mini racer Nick Tandy to test them 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


PHOTOGRAPHY GARY HAWKINS 


here are few 60-year-old cars that evoke as much 
passion as the Mini does. Despite its age, hundreds 
of the pocket rockets are still raced up and down 
the country (and beyond), bringing joy to many. 
But not all Minis are the same. Some are far removed 


T 


from the humble hatchback Alec Issigonis penned in 1959. And some 

of the most extreme and bonkers versions — that are still front-wheel 

drive — can be found in the Fastest Miniin the World Race. 
Unsurprisingly, as its name suggests, this contest features highly 


developed Minis including those with spaceframe chassis, 
fibreglass bodies and, in some cases, immense V8 power. 

“Some of the mastery behind each of these cars is brilliant,” says 
organiser Nigel Death, who first helped coordinate the contest in 
2019.“It’s atestament to the drivers. Actually, not only are they 
drivers, they are engineers as well. 

“The race itself has four classes — Class Ais the spaceframe 
silhouette Minis where it’s kind of anything goes, and then you 
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work your way through the different classes all the way down to D, 
where you see some classic Mini Cooper Ss. 

“T’m delighted to be part of it and bringa spectacle to the circuit 
and for the spectators to enjoy. And that’s the main thing for us: 
making it fun for the spectators.” 

At present, the competition features two 15-minute races at the 
Brands Hatch Mini Festival, which this year takes place on 6-7 August. 
But Death has ambitions to expand the contest in the future. 

“The short-term was to get the grid up to good numbers, which 
we’ve done, and we’re looking for another bumper grid this year in 
August,” explains Death, whois full of praise for the race’s sponsors, 
which include Castrol Classic Oils and Mini Spares.“Next year we’re 
looking to expand on that and maybe adda couple of races to other 
events or series, but the longer-term view is we would love to take a 
couple of cars overseas to maybe Asia or America, so watch this space!” 

To get a flavour of what these Mini beasts are like to handle on the 
track, Autosport roped in 2015 Le Mans 24 Hours winner Nick Tandy — 


> Dia ™ 


= sce | 
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“That it’s based on a Mini shows 
the enduring appeal of this silly 
little box with four wheels” 


someone who knows a thing or two about Minis, having started his 
career in them, both on short ovals and in Mini Se7ens. 
“The first 10 years of my racing life were in Minis, my first two road 
cars were Minis,” says Tandy. “I still follow the Mini 7 Club racing — I’ve 
got acouple of friends who still do that —and it’s obviously great to see 
the passion around what these people are doing, to build these cars 
and trying to take them to extremes. But the fact it’s based around / 
a Mini shows what an enduring appeal this silly little box with Back whore he cta rted? 


four wheels has had for the last 60 years.” Sort of. Nick Tandy still 


Tandy tested four of the frontrunning Class A ‘boxes’on a very wet has a big soft spot for Minis I 
be 


Brands Hatch circuit, and it proved something of a surprise. 
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MINI TRACK TEST 


Richard Billingham’s creation was the first 
Tandy sampled on the day, and it was an eye- 
opening experience. “The first thing was, I 
came out the pitlane, I’m in third gear going 
up the hill, and finally put my foot down and 
the thing just broke traction and wheelspun 
all the way up the hill — so from that point on 
Istarted to give it respect!” says Tandy.“One of 
the things that struck me is it feels so different 
—I’musedto sitting in these small cars, like 
the Mini, but the power is so far away from 
what you’re expecting.” 

That incredible power comes froma two- 
litre turbocharged Vauxhall Astra VXR engine 
and is the latest upgrade Billingham has made, 
having built around 10 of these Minis.“We 
used torun the Vauxhall ‘red top’ engine but 
now we’ve put the Astra VXR turbo in,” he 
says.“We tried it last year and it was totally 
different, alovely car. The red top is getting a 
bit old, harder to find, so we wanted to put in 
something newer witha bit more easy power 
as well rather than spend loads of money.” 

While the look and feel of the car — which 
made its debut in the Fastest Minirace last 
year — is very different to the traditional 
Mini, thanks to the spaceframe chassis and 
carbonfibre bodyshell, there are some more 
stereotypical parts onit.“We stillrun Mini 
radius arms and Minirunning gear at the 
front, the steering rack — as muchas we can 
get Minion, it’s still on there, we’ve not gone 
away from that,” explains Billingham. “A lot 
of people change everything, but Itry to 
keep it alittle bit Minias muchas I can.” 

Billingham does almost all the work on the 


Astra VXR engine offers 
Billingham “easy power” 


cars himself, having developed a love of the 
machines after getting one as his first car.“It’s 
just a bug that never goes away — Ilove Minis!” 
he says. And Tandy is certainly impressed by 
Billingham’s craftmanship.“Ergonomically 
inside the car, it’s a beautiful piece of work,” 

he says. “It’s like it’s come out of Porsche 
Motorsport, there’s obviously been a lot 

of attention to detail.” 

Tandy also praises its cornering ability, 
despite the incredibly wet conditions.“In the 
corner, it feels really intuitive,” he adds.“The 
car has grip. Obviously it starts to understeer 
when you start to apply the power, as the front 
wheels start to spin up, but under braking 
there’s a good feeling. It’s just, inthese 
conditions, you can barely ever get flat out. 


“You have to feather the throttle because 
it’s spinning up with steering input” 


= 
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Chassis FulltubularEnville Motorsport spaceframe 


Engine Two-litre Vauxhall Astra VXR turbo 


Power 300bhp 


Weight 550kg 


Gearbox Five-speed manual with limited slip differential 


“T’ve never hada car where through Clark 
Curve you have to feather the throttle because 
it’s just spinning up with steering input. 

I would say that was the only one Ihad to 
really heel-and-toe downshifting on, to 
avoid locking the front wheels.” 

The addition of the turbo also means 
driving the car is an attack on allthe senses. 
“The engine sound is noisy but you hear the 
boost pressure coming as well — you hear it 
before you feel it,” Tandy says. “It’s like there’s 
allthese senses happening. It was just unlike 
anything I’ve ever driven before!” 


Jim Lyons has a very personal connection 
to his special Mini creation as it was his 
first road car, bought for him when he was 
15, more than 25 years ago. “I wanted a Mk2 
Escort but my dad’s friend was selling this, 
so he bought me it,” Lyons recalls.“Within 
two weeks, I had the Haynes manual 

and I ripped the whole thing to bits. It’s 
progressed a little bit over the years!” 

‘Tiffany’ has certainly been on quite a 
journey since then. Lyons originally had 
no intention of racing her, instead wanting 
to make the Minia faster road car. But, 
after doing some trackdays and drag 
racing, and becoming friends with Mini 
Miglia competitor Endaf Owens, the 
duo made some more modifications 
for the car torace on the circuits, all 
the time retaining the steel shell. 

For example, it has been througha 
variety of engines — originally it was an 
850cc motor — tothe current 1.3-litre 
A-Series turbocharged engine with 
aBMW K1i100 cylinder head. 

Handling was the next focus once the 


“A boost monster! 
You start to build 

some revs and the 
thing goes mad” 


power was sorted.“When you started 
upping the boost, the lap times actually 
got slower!” admits Lyons.“And it wasn’t 
down to my amateur driving — we put 
some proper drivers in and found it was 
quickest on its lowest boost. So we did 
quite alot of work with aero on the car.” 


And Lyons is far from finished.“What’s 


coming next is I’ve started working with 
Ascaso onan ally-blocked A-Series 
engine with a five-bearing crank,” he says. 
“We’ve done some testing on the dyno 
and we’re almost there, and that will 
save a good 20 kilos of weight.” 

The new engine is set to take power 
beyond 300bhp and allow it torev up to 
10,000rpm. But, before it arrives, Tandy 


Car is based on original 


than a few added mods 


MINI TRACK TEST 


Jim Lyons has had breakfast, 


lunch and dinner with 
Tiffany - it was his first car 


enjoyed the familiarity of the car when he 
tested Tiffany in her current specification. 
“Tt’s the most Mini-like because 
it’s the only one based on the original 
monocoque, it’s not a spaceframe witha 
fibreglass body,’ explains Tandy. “It was 
the most familiar for me being as that was 
the drivers’ environment that reminded 
me most of what I was used to. But only a 
little bit! Because, for a start, I was seated 
way further backwards. They all do that 
for weight distribution to try and get the 
driver weight as far rearward as possible 
to counter the engine weight, which has 
always been a problem in Miniracing. 
“And it hada lot more switches and 
gauges, mainly to control the power. Jim 
is running a full traction control system, 
full adjustability, there’s obviously lots 
of boost control, lots of engine mapping 
control and lots inside the cabin he can 
play with. Not that I was doing any of that! 
“Tt was again like a boost monster! 
Immediately you leave the pitlane and 
think OK, it’s not too fiery and then you 
get down the hill and finally start to build 
some revs and all of asudden the thing 
just goes mad! It was just unbelievable, 
honestly. In the rain, you come out of 
Druids in second and you struggle to put 
the power down. So, I think the only time 
really managed to get it on song and get 
it pulling was down the front straight.” 


Chassis Owens Motorsport Miglia-spec steel shell 


Engine 1.3-litreA-Series turbo 
Power 286bhp 
Weight 640kg 


Gearbox Swiftune four-speed dog box 
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Traveller bodyshell for ‘Bessie’ 
pleased sponsor, ona 
John Maguire creation 


Out of the four cars, there is no disputing 
which has the most history. Bill Richards’s 
Mini Traveller ‘Bessie’ first started racing 
in the late 1970s when Richards was able 
to get a discounted special saloon made by 
the legendary John Maguire, and it’s one 
of the few Maguire machines still racing. 
Richards has achieved success in the car 
across a variety of guises. Bessie started 
out as amore conventional Mini with an 
850cc engine, then Richards adopteda 
Metro bodyshell — “which hada lower 
drag coefficient and was much more 
aerodynamic,” says Richards — before 
around five years ago he switched to the 
Traveller shape to satisfy sponsor Mini 
Spares. Conveniently, the Minivan has 


exactly the same dimensions as the Metro. 


And the developments keep coming. 
“The Minivan is slightly less aerodynamic 
but we’ve made a wing and it’s adjustable,” 
explains Richards, who has raced Minis all 
over the world and also raises money for 
his local lifeboat station by doing hot laps 
ina Mini Saloon.“That was great, making 
a wing. I’ve got a friend who gave me this 
massive air blower froma rolling road 
and I’ve got another friend who works for 
British Gas and they’ve got these smoke 
bombs for checking ventilation. So he got 
mea load of these smoke bombs and I put 
the blower on an adjustable trolley and 
Imade a wing from cardboard. 

“Ttried it and took pictures, so 

Chassis Maguire-built spaceframe 
Engine Two-litre Duratec 
Power 230bhp 
Weight 500kg 


Gearbox SADEV five-speed 
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“The only one I had enough confidence 
to push and get sideways at one point!” 


eventually the wing made a vortex away 
from the car and not on top of the car. 
SoImade an adjustable wing and it works, 
it gives us a couple of miles an hour 

down the straight.” 

Despite her age, Bessie is still quick 
and Richards put the car on pole for last 
year’s Fastest Minirace.“But we’ve had 
three failures in these races, all CV joint- 
related,” continues Richards.“What we’ve 
had to do this year to cure that, we’ve 
moved the whole engine back half an 
inch and it straightens the driveshafts.” 

Tandy was certainly left impressed 
by the two-litre Duratec-engined car’s 
capabilities during the incredibly wet 
weather at Brands. “It struck me as being 
just like a National Hot Rod,”he says.“The 
sound and how the car revved, how the 
power curve was, and even the driving 


4 : 
“4 
fol rally aspirated two-litre 


Duratec reminded Tandy 


+ of National Hot Rods 


experience and the seating position, 
reminded me of when I drove my Dad’s 
National Hot Rod. And that’s a great thing! 
“Out of the four, I think a lot will be 
down tothe actual condition of the wet 
tyres and how old they were on each car 
but, judging the basic balance and grip, 
that had the best front-end grip of the cars 
today. The steering is good, it’s direct and 
it was another thing that reminded me of 
the Hot Rod because you don’t do alot 
of steering to get alot of reaction. And 
then it’s got the naturally aspirated torque 
curve so, ona very damp Brands Hatch, it 
was by far the easiest and fastest to drive. 
“Tt doesn’t have the electronic extras 
but it doesn’t really need it. It was really 
good fun — it was the only oneI had 
enough confidence to push that I 
got it sideways at one point!” 


“When | got init, the first thing that struck me 
was it being like a Le Mans prototype because 
there’s sucha small opening to get in and out,” 
says Tandy of Harvey Death’s V8-powered 
Mini.“And you sit in the middle of the car, 
towards the back, on the floor with your legs 
out straight and feet up level with the rest of 
you, with this great big dash display in front 
of you. That was impressive, just sitting in it.” 

It is perhaps no surprise Death’s car 
resembles a prototype, given much of the work 
was done by Martin Short’s Rollcentre Racing 
operation — the team having raced in LMP1. 
And itisa serious bit of kit, Death having 
won the past two Fastest Miniraces. 

His connection with the brand originated 
through his father, who worked alongside 
Mini legend Peter Baldwin at the Marshall 
Group in Cambridge and Death travelled 
around watching Baldwin. He later competed 
ina Fastest Mini race at Mallory Park inthe 
1990s and wanted to builda special creation 
for the car’s 50th anniversary in2009. 

“Tbought aKAD spaceframe Mini, which 
is the basis of this car,’ explains Death. 

“T stripped it apart and tried to work out 

the most reliable 300bhp engine and 
drivetrain for the car. In my research, I worked 
out a Powertec Radical V8 would actually fit 
in the car. It hada bit more horsepower than 
initially I wanted with 38obhp, but Ithought 
you can never have too much! 


Chassis KAD modified by Rollcentre Racing 
Engine  2.6-litre Radical/PowertecV8 
Power 380bhp 
Weight 630kg 


Gearbox Xtrac six-speed sequential with paddleshift 


MINI TRACK TEST 


“And I worked out that an Xtrac World 
Touring Car gearbox would fit in the front. But 
it had to remain as front-wheel drive, so we did 
some work with Xtrac and they said we could 
run the gearbox upside down, which meant 
the differential was out the front, so it was 
easier to package the engine and everything 
and keep it within the Mini constraints. 

I started building the car and soon became 
aware it was going to be a tremendous 
engineering exercise, so my friend Martin 
Short said his guys would have a go.” 

But Death was initially left feeling 
overwhelmed by the car.“The first time out it 
was scary and dangerous and, ever since then, 
we’ve been doing bits and pieces to make it 
more drivable,” he says. Those changes include 
switching to atuneable twin-wishbone 
suspension set-up at the rear and introducing 
apaddleshift gearbox. “It is nice you can keep 
your hands on the steering wheel,’ says Tandy. 

However, Tandy was out on old wet rubber 


squeezed a 2.6-litre V8 
into his 380bhp Mini Z 


“It felt like a modern 
racing car. A good 
digital display and 
all the details” 


in the tricky conditions, making it difficult 

to gauge the car’s potential.“I could not go flat 

out at any point,” he admits. “IfI shifted to fifth 

at the startline and floored it, it would just 

wheelspin all the way to the braking point 

at Paddock. Even in the corner, the tyre grip 

was so much less than the other three, it was 

impossible to get a feeling for the difference. 
“But the engine seemed fantastic. OK, you 

can’t really get a feel of the power delivery 

because youre never flat out, but it was nice. 

It felt like amodern racing car. It’s got a 

good digital display and all the details, 

but unfortunately it was wet.” 
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MINI TRACK TEST 


Having sampled all four cars, Nick Tandy 
admitted the Minis completely exceeded his 
expectations. “I really didn’t appreciate how 
fast they would be,” he concedes. “I don’t think 
Itook into account the weight factor. Minis 
are light anyway but these cars take that 

toa whole new level. They’re small cars, 
obviously, and these things are pared 

down to the minimum too. 

“Tt’s effectively a very small spaceframe 
chassis for three of them, a small fibreglass 
body, and the biggest engine and gearbox they 
could fit and keep it front-wheel drive. Ispoke 
to the owner-drivers and said,‘Why don’t 
they make them rear-wheel drive?’ And they 
said it was just kind of in the spirit of Fastest 
Mini. So that was one thing I didn’t expect. 
Idid think some of them would be rear-wheel 
drive but they’re keeping it in the spirit of 
a Mini, whichis great.” 

But ask Tandy which he preferred in the 
horrible conditions and there is no hesitation. 
“Tf you discount the potential difference in 
tyre grip, then as they were today, for sure I 
would pick the Traveller to drive mainly 
because you could just be more controlled 
with the power,’ he says.“ They’ve all got such 
massive power in these lightweight front- 
wheel-drive things that in the rain, it’s all 
about trying to get the power down on the 
track. Ona dry day, however, and when 
you’ve got some nice, hot, sticky slicks, 
that could all be completely different. 


“They ve all got such 
massive power it’s 
about getting it 
down on the track” 


“T’mnot displeased that I drove them in the 
rain, though, because it often gives you more 
ofa safety net for something going wrong. 
Yow’re typically sliding around more, you’re 
getting more of a feel for how the car’s 
working and you’re going slower. 


— i 


And the wet-weather winner is... 
Bill Richards’ Traveller clone, ‘Bessie’ 


“Tthink the hardest was Richard 
Billingham’s — with both the turbo cars it’s 
impossible to know how they would be in 
the dry because they’re completely not built 
for a wet track. Ithink that was the one that 
intimidated me the most because it was noisy 
as hell and it had loads of power. It hada five- 
speed H-pattern box so that was probably 
the most difficult to drive consistently in 
those conditions, but it was fun.” 

‘Fun’is a perfect way to describe these 
most special of Minis and defines the whole 
concept of what the Fastest Miniin the 
Worldrace is all about.# 
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NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


StreetCar concept launched 
for grassroots motorsport 


MOTORSPORT UK 


British motorsport’s governing body 
Motorsport UK has launched its new 
StreetCar initiative, which aims to 
encourage more people to take part in 
the sport by showcasing how they can 
compete in a wide range of different 
disciplines in a standard road car. 
Twelve disciplines fall under the 
StreetCar umbrella, including autotests, 
autosolos, trials, and road and targa 
rallies. In all 12, an unmodified road car 
can compete without any additional 
safety equipment and drivers only need 
a free Motorsport UK RS Clubman 
licence, making them cost-effective 
entry points to the sport. 
For the concept’s launch, eight 
local car clubs have signed up to 
the scheme. Motorsport UK will 
provide additional guidance to these 
organisations, allowing them to run 
StreetCar-branded events and help 
them attract as many participants 
as possible. It is intended that by 
the end of the year more than 50 UK 
clubs will have joined the initiative. 
The aim of the scheme is to 
highlight how easy it is to get 
involved in competitive motorsport 
in this country, as well as putting 
these disciplines in the spotlight for 
existing competitors. A dedicated 
StreetCar website and Facebook 
group have been set up to help new 
entrants find local events and clubs. 
The first StreetCar event, an autosolo, 
was held on Monday at Motorsport 


Keen tackled some of the night 
stints as IP crew finished second 
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UR’s Bicester Heritage headquarters. 
Guests at the launch took part alongside 
seven-time British Autotest champion 
Alastair Moffatt and members of the 
Motorsport UK Academy. 

“StreetCar is motorsport’s best-kept 
secret,” said Motorsport UK CEO Hugh 
Chambers. “The 12 disciplines are 
affordable, can be enjoyed in any legal 
road-going car, and there are events 
held across the UK throughout the year. 

“Our StreetCar campaign will help 
bring these events and our community 


New initiative highlights 
the disciplines that can be 
entered using a road car 


to life, showcasing their vibrancy 
while providing a framework for 
our clubs to attract new audiences, 
increase participation and deliver 
new club members. 

“From the buzz of an autosolo, to 
the uphill challenge in trials and the 
exploration of navigational rally, there 
is something for everyone in StreetCar. 

“We strongly encourage anyone 
who’s been wanting to get involved 
in motorsport to get in touch and 
start their journey today.” 


Keen in Ka switch at Anglesey 


ENDUROKA 


British GT ace Phil Keen 
swapped his Lamborghini 
Huracan for a Ford Ka when 
he joined the IP Racing team 
at Anglesey for the first 
running of the EnduroKa 
24 Hours last week. 

It was not the first outing 
in the budget hatchback for 
Keen, who raced a Ka two 
years ago and was tempted 


back for the 24-hour 

contest by his brother. 

“I raced in these at the 

2020 Snetterton 12 

hours, the first race after 

lockdown, and we came 

ninth,” Keen said. “I 

got talked into this 

one by my brother Peter. 

He then dropped out 

and I’m still doing it.” 
The IP crew, which also 

included Daniel Silvester, 


Adam Blair, Mark 
Witherington, Scott Parkin 
and Ollie Wilmot, led for 
part of the race, taking 
advantage of Keen’s 
experience in the night 
stints, and eventually 
finished second. 

“T’ve done loads of night 
driving, although we had 
the safety car and some 
standing water,” he added. 
PETER SCHERER 
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BTCC supports 
give thumbs up 
to new schedule 


TOCA 


Organisers of the British Touring Car 
support categories have welcomed the 
variety brought by the addition of the 
Donington Park Grand Prix circuit to 
next year’s calendar. 

The 2023 BTCC schedule was revealed at 
the end of last month and the key change 
was the second Thruxton event being 
replaced by the Donington GP layout — 
the first time that version of the circuit 
will be used by the BTCC for over 20 years. 

For series that do not visit Thruxton 
because of the Hampshire speedbowl’s 
notorious tyre-punishing surface, such as 
the top JCW class of the Mini Challenge, 
the circuit’s appearance just once on next 
year’s calendar has created more flexibility. 

“T can’t take the JCWs to Thruxton 
because we would need a special hard tyre 
for it and, for a single-make championship, 
to make everybody buy another 12 tyres 
just for one round would be excessive,” 
explained Mini Challenge promoter Antony 
Williams, who said the two Thruxton trips 
were effectively “forcing the [second-tier] 
Cooper class to do the same venue twice”. 


Williams is therefore full of praise for 
the new calendar, adding: “It’s good to be 
going to Donington Park twice — it’s a great 
facility and MSV have done an amazing job 
investing in it.” He expects the balance 
between seven JCW rounds and three 
appearances from the Coopers to continue. 

Porsche GB motorsport manager James 
MacNaughton was also pleased that the 
open spaces of Donington are kept for the 
opener, rather than the tighter confines of 
the previous Brands Hatch Indy curtain- 
raiser. “It’s great to have a new Donington 
Park layout, we’re really looking forward to 
that,” he added. “It will allow our cars to 
stretch their legs properly. It’s a fantastic 


Andy Barton 1942-2022 
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Mini Challenge boss Williams 
welcomes two Donington layouts 


effort from Alan [Gow, BTCC boss] to get 
the calendar done and dusted so early.” 
Meanwhile, British Formula 4 has already 
confirmed that it will again appear at all 10 
BTCC fixtures in 2023. Hugh Chambers, 
CEO of F4 promoter Motorsport UK, said 
it was “very exciting to see the package 
return to the GP loop at Donington”. 
Ginetta championships manager Steph 
Bush added: “It’s good to mix things up with 
the calendar occasionally. Adding Donington 
Park GP gives drivers the opportunity to 
learn both layouts there and, with the 
familiarity of the usual circuits on the 
calendar, it should suit everyone.” 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


OBITUARY 


One of the hardest racers and 
toughest characters in club 
racing history, Newcastle’s 
Andy Barton (aka Iron Man, 
a title bestowed by followers 
reflecting his uncanny ability 
to step unscathed from 
countless shunts) died on 
Sunday of cancer, just short 
of his 80th birthday. 
Newburn garage owner 
Barton started racing a 
Morris Minor in the early 
1960s. He moved on via TVR 
Grantura and Mini Marcos 
to Minis, from an 850cc 
Holbay-engined version 
to one powered by a high- 
revving one-litre Formula 2 
Cosworth Ford SCA in 1972. 
In this confection, Barton 
became the first third of what 
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fans called “The BBC Show’ 
battling Carlisle garagiste 
Sedric Bell’s Mini and the 
Hillman Imp of Darlington 
plumber Alex Clacher. 
Barton graduated to 
single-seaters at Snetterton 
in 1973, in the ex-Emerson 
Fittipaldi Moonraker Lotus 
69/71.5.F2. Formule Libre 
became his forte. He won 
multiple titles from 1975-78, 
driving a series of Marches. 
From 1976, Barton travelled 
more, contesting ShellSport 
International races at Oulton 
Park and Mallory Park in his 
first March, then the Chevron 
B35 he hated and shunted 
three times. In 1978, he 
entered Aurora British F1/F2 
events in a March 772 and 
the rare Sana he built up 
and rebadged Barton JTB3. 


TONY TODD 


He also clothed an 
F2 March in AC ME3000 
bodywork for Special GT 
races. Having crashed an AC 
road car before one Croft 
Autodrome event, shattering 
his elbow, Andy competed 
with steel pins through the 
joint with corks and tank 
tape preventing it banging 
the cockpit sides. Sixty-eight 
wins there made him 


undisputed King of Croft. 

“T can’t believe Iron Man is 
gone — he had nine lives but 
everybody believed he was 
immortal,” said longtime 
Geordie racer pal Jeff Wilson. 

Our thoughts are with wife 
Pat, son Andy, brother Phil 
and those who spannered for 
Barton who will never forget 
the scrapes they got in to. 
MARCUS PYE 


OLLIE READ 
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Lotus 91 is among the cars Mansell is 


due to be reunited with at Goodwood 


JBLOXHAM 


O motorsport 
IMAGES 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Mansell set to drive selection 
of his old F1 cars at Goodwood 


FESTIVAL OF SPEED 


Formula 1 champion Nigel Mansell will 
drive a number of cars from his career, 
including his 1992 title-winning Williams, 
at this year’s Goodwood Festival of Speed. 

Mansell is one of the star names due 
to be attending the extravaganza later 
this month, and will be celebrating the 
30th anniversary of his Fi crown. 

As well as the Williams FW14B, Mansell 
is also due to drive a Lotus 91, Ferrari 639 
and Ferrari 640 up the famous hill. 

“T’m thrilled to be coming to the Festival 


of Speed this year!” said Mansell. “It’s 
always a wonderful event and I’m looking 
forward to getting behind the wheel of 
some of my cars again and celebrating 

30 years since my world championship 
with all the Goodwood fans.” 

The Duke of Richmond added: “As we 
prepare to celebrate the ‘Masterminds of 
Motorsport; I am delighted that Nigel will 
be joining us at the Festival of Speed to 
celebrate his incredible achievements. We 
know our fans will be eager to see Nigel 
in action on the Hill and have a chance 
to applaud his historic career.” 


Fores gets late Idola Praga call-up 


PRAGA CUP Hepworth took her Britcar 
title in a Praga (alongside 
Danny Harrison) but, for 
ex-GB3 driver Fores, it was his 
first taste of the Czech machine 
with Idola Motorsport. 
Electrical gremlins limited 


the pair’s running on Saturday 


Former F3 Cup frontrunner 
Alex Fores joined 2020 Britcar 
Endurance champion Jem 
Hepworth in a last-minute 
call-up to the Praga Cup at 
Silverstone last weekend. 


but, with a new chassis 
delivered to the track for 
Sunday’s race, Fores quickly 
mastered both car and 
conditions, producing 
a remarkable second stint 
that included a duel with 
one-time Stig Ben Collins. 
The pair finished fifth, 
while Fores also recorded 
the fastest lap and earned 
the driver of the day award. 
Hepworth, meanwhile, has 
made no secret of her desire to 
focus on single-seater testing 
with Arden this year as she 
targets a W Series drive. 
STEVE HINDLE 


IN THE HEADLINES 


GINETTA SCHOLARSHIP OPEN 


Entries have opened for the annual 
Ginetta Junior Scholarship, which 
results in one teenager winning 

a fully funded season in the popular 
category. The contest will take place 
at Blyton Park between 25 and 27 
October. Entrants cannot have any 
previous car racing experience and 
must be born between 1 January 
2007 and 20 April 2009. 


EVERYONE'S A FINISHER 


To make sure everyone was a 
classified finisher in the EnduroKa 
24 hours at Anglesey last week, 
Steven Gilbert’s 77 Racing car was 
pushed over the line after expiring 
a lap from home, while Turn 7 and 
North Motorsport both limped out 
for a final lap. Turn 7 only had one 
gear and North Motorsport had 

a blown head gasket. 


BUSY EVENT FOR EQUIPE 


Equipe Classic Racing is set for its 
busiest race event yet this weekend 
as part of the MG Live meeting at 
Silverstone. In addition to its 
oversubscribed MGB60 celebration 
race, its Libre/Pre-’63/50s contest is 
also full and its GTS grid currently 
stands at 59 cars. A total of 225 
entries have been received, although 
there have been just 10 for the new 
70s series, which will instead share 
with another Libre set, a clash with 
the Thruxton Historic meaning some 
interested in competing are already 
committed elsewhere. 


HILL RAGES A DIFFERENT BMW 


Jake Hill took time out from his 
British Touring Car campaign to race 
a different sort of BMW in the Peter 
Auto event at Dijon last weekend. 
On his first visit to the French circuit, 
Hill and Simon Watts guided the 
John Danby Racing-prepared 1975 
3.0 CSL Batmobile (below) to fourth 
in the Heritage Touring Cup, despite 
a pitstop penalty for Hill being an 
elite driver. The pair also drove 

a Chevron B26 to fifth in class in 

the Classic Endurance contest. 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT NATIONAL NEWS 


Ovenden a new 


winner as BRX 
back in Ireland 


BRITISH RALLYCROSS 


Citroen DS 3 racer Tristan Ovenden 
became the third winner of the 2022 British 
Rallycross Championship 5 Nations Trophy 
season when the series returned to Mondello 
Park in Ireland for the first time since 2017. 
While other title contenders tripped 
over each other in the qualifying stages, 
Ovenden won his Qi race to set the fastest 
time. Thereafter, only in the semi-final 
was Ovenden headed all day, when he was 
beaten by reigning champion Derek Tohill. 
But, in the final, while Tohill was 
disqualified for a double jumped start and 
polesitter Patrick O’Donovan was slowed by 
damage sustained in a red-flagged attempt 
at running the race, Ovenden led from the 
front to claim a convincing victory. 
It didn’t come easily, however — the 
new winner was hounded throughout by 
six-time champion Julian Godfrey, the 
Ford Fiesta racer having his best run of the 
year so far. On his first Supercar start in 
12 years, Christopher Evans drove a Citroen 
C4 to the final podium place, the 2006 


champion passing Mitsubishi Evo 
racer Steve Hill for third at the opening 
corner of the fifth tour. 

The second day of the double-header 
weekend was held in wet conditions and 
it was points leader O’Donovan’s turn to 
take a qualifying clean sweep. The 18-year- 
old won his semi-final from the front to 
again net pole position for the final, but 
it was his father, Ollie O’Donovan, who 
made the best start from the outside of 
the grid, driving his team’s Ford Focus. 


First Supercar win for Ovenden (below) 
was followed by O’Donovan family 1-2 


While the 2007 title winner led, this 
year’s main protagonists O’Donovan Jr and 
Tohill ran together on track, momentarily 
separated when they took their jokers on 
consecutive laps. O’Donovan Sr retained 
the lead following his own joker and, after 
Ovenden dropped out of second place 
late on by virtue of his joker lap, Patrick 
O’Donovan passed his father on the 
run to the line to head a family 1-2. 

Tohill was third. 
HAL RIDGE 


Baldwin’s son to return to family racing roots 


MINI MIGLIA 


Gareth Baldwin will follow 
in his father Peter’s footsteps 
when he competes in the 
Mini Miglia series later 
this season. 

Baldwin Sr was a renowned 
Mini specialist who claimed 
the Miglia title on seven 


I'M THINKING OF 
BUYING AN EV... 
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occasions between 2000 and 
2013, and shared a Metro 
Turbo Cup car with his 

son in the 1990s. 

Baldwin Jr will return to 
car racing after spending 
several years karting, as well 
as being chairman of Histon 
Football Club, and will 
compete in 11 races from July 


humble as karting, 


. AND CONVERTING 
IT To PETROL! 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


onwards. “In terms of my 
expectations in the Mini, 

I must be very realistic,” 

he said. “There are very 
experienced Mini drivers out 
there, ex-touring car drivers, 
ex-champions, and as I’ve 
learned in a formula as 


experience is everything. 


“T know the car can be 
competitive so I think it’s a 
case of how much I can learn 
and how quickly. Track time 
and testing will help, but 
racing with the experts in the 
championship will take a lot 
of time. I am hoping to make 
the top 10 during this season 
and then we will reassess.” 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Sigma 150 driver George 
fought back to win opener 


George stars as Caterham 
Graduates head to Knockhill 


KMSC 


The usual Knockhill Motor Sports Club 
line-up was supported by Caterham 
Graduates and the VW Cup, who made 
the trip north for a bumper weekend 

of racing in soaring temperatures. 

The Caterhams were well represented 
with 50 entries meaning the grid was 
split. Racing was fierce and one of the 
most impressive drives of the weekend 
came in race one. Harry George initially 
got bullied in the opening laps, dropping 
from first to fourth. But a series of 
well-executed moves enabled him to 
take the victory. Stephen Clark and Harry 


Rindt Trophy set 
for bumper grid 


THRUXTON HISTORIC 


Fifty years on, three March 722s could recreate 
Thruxton’s 1972 European Formula 2 round’s 
front row when the circuit reverberates to the 
strongest historic slicks and wings single- 
seater field in years this weekend. 

Classic Racing Car Club members in 1600cc 
F2, FAtlantic, F3 and FF2000 cars are competing 
for the British Automobile Racing Club’s Jochen 
Rindt Trophy, celebrating the Austrian who won 
Thruxton’s first three F2 races in 1968-70. 

Rob Wainwright in Nick Pancisi’s ex-Ronnie 
Peterson 722, Dan Clayfield’s Francois Cevert 
tribute car and Steve Weller’s ex-Niki Lauda 
example will be back in the spotlight. Matt 
Wrigley (March 79B), Benn Tilley (Modus 
M1) and Chris Porritt (Chevron B29) head 
the Atlantics, while Graham Brunton Racing 


Senior won the other Sigma 150 battles. 

Ken Lark’s Corrado took honours in 
all the VW Cup races, only after Tony 
Absolom, who was leading comfortably 
in race one, had a mechanical failure 
on the final lap. 

The Legends were supported with many 
National drivers from down south and 
Claude Watteyne, who had travelled from 
Belgium to take part. The 21 cars had their 
usual hard-fought races but it was Stewart 
Black who took an impressive six wins 
from six. Ben Mason pushed him hard 
in multiple races, but Black showed the 
guile and nerve to hold on each time. 
MICHAEL GRAY 


Wrigley’s March is set to again 
race in Jochen Rindt Trophy 
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STEVE JONES 


is bringing the F3 Ralt RT3s of David 
Thorburn, Fraser Gray and Stephen Barlow. 
“We are delighted local hero Derek Warwick 
[who cut his teeth in FF1600 and F3 at the 
track] is coming to Thruxton, and that Clive 
Wood is racing Derek’s 1977 Chevron B38 
among the Classic F3 entry,” said CRCC founder 
Rob Manger, whose movement debuted at last 
year’s Thruxton Historic event. “Hopefully 
we will have a full 30-car grid for Saturday’s 
first race. That should be quite a spectacle.” 
MARCUS PYE 


IN THE HEADLINES 


GRANT MISSES CADWELL 


Callum Grant was missing from the 
Historic Formula Ford 1600 grid at 
Cadwell Park last weekend after he 
discovered a crack in the chassis 

of his Merlyn Mk20 after testing on 
Friday. Though they may have been 
able to repair it, the Grant team 
elected to take the car home to 
ensure it is back in top condition 
for Donington Park next weekend. 


STARKEY RECOVERING 
Darlington & District Motor Club 
stalwart Mick Starkey is recovering 
from a heart attack at Cadwell Park 
on Sunday. The multiple Formula 
Ford champion of the 1970s was 
taken initially to Lincoln hospital by 
ambulance. According to his wife 
Lesley on Monday, Mick was “being 
looked after magnificently” in 
Teesside’s James Cook Hospital 
where doctors were considering 
inserting stents. Racers everywhere 
wish him a speedy recovery. 


NEW MUM HARRIS RETURNS 


Six months after giving birth to 
daughter Maggie, Lincolnshire’s Abi 
Harris returned to racing her Historic 
Formula Ford 2000 Royale RP30 at 
Cadwell Park last weekend. A relative 
newcomer to four wheels, the 
accomplished equestrian rider “got 
down to my pre-Maggie times” and 
enjoyed the experience, despite a 
scrape in Friday testing and a grassy 
spin at Charlies in Sunday’s rain. 
Partner Lee Bankhurst, Maggie’s dad, 
finished fourth and third in the races. 


RARE PEUGEOT IN ACTION 
The unusual 1955 Peugeot 203 
(below) of Stephen Chapman and 
Bryn Griffiths ran at Cadwell Park in 
a rare outing away from Goodwood. 
The 1400cc 203 Berline has been 
raced at Goodwood by Nicolas 
Minassian and is believed to be the 
only one racing in the UK. “One other 
203 is running in Europe - it’s a bit 
different, but it does handle OK,” 
said Griffiths. “We did the Members’ 
Meeting this year at Goodwood and 
it’s ashame not to use it again.” 
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The UK’s hidden gem 


Despite its remote location, the Anglesey Circuit’s stunning 


scenery and driving challenge make it a must-visit 


STEFAN MACKLEY 


ou basically drive to Oulton Park, and then it’s 
‘66 another hour on top.” My media colleague’s 
Y description of travelling to the Anglesey Circuit 

was not one that filled me with much joy last 
week, knowing that a five-hour drive — at least — 

beckoned. This writer’s first visit to the coastal circuit was 

for the inaugural 24-hour EnduroKa race, one of two twice- 

around-the-clock contests taking place at the Welsh venue 

this year — but more on that shortly. 

Back to the drive and, sure enough, as had been described 
to me, several hours later I was on the coast, enjoying the 
sunshine and taking in the stunning view of mountains to 
one side and the great expanse of the sea to the other. It felt 
more like a holiday trip to enjoy the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 
rather than an outing for work, and any previous grumblings 
or misgivings by now had all but disappeared. 

The view was no less stunning once I’darrived at the circuit, 
with the coast in full view and the outline of mountains in the 
far distance. It’s not just the location that’s appealing, either — 
sois the circuit, as I was to find out during the course of sharing 


24 hours behind the wheel of a Graves Motorsport-run machine. 


There’s a plethora of different corners, some flat-out, with 
others requiring heavy braking, while elevation changes and 
an abrasive surface all added to the challenge. Corners such 


“It also has its own micro- 
climate, which no forecast 
could accurately predict” 


as Wales’s equivalent of the infamous Corkscrew at Laguna 
Secaand the banked Turn 2 hairpin meant there was plenty 
to keep drivers occupied. 

As Iwas to discover, it also has something of its own 
micro-climate, with dark clouds filled with rain rolling in off 
the mountains and swirling in the area for any length of time, 
which no weather forecast could seemingly accurately predict. 
It truly is unique and something of a hidden gem in the sphere 
of UK motorsport against the might of MotorSport Vision-run 
venues or Silverstone’s blue-riband status. 

“Tthink the circuit pretty much sells itself,’ says Annette 
Freeman, commercial manager at the track.“Once you’ve 
been to Anglesey you know that it’s a unique circuit. It’s 
quite a technical circuit and the setting is fabulous. 


“There is sort of a reticence if you haven’t been here, ‘it’s so 
far away, it’s difficult to get to} but the actual racing that you 
get on track is fantastic. And, of course, for clubs it’s really 
difficult because they have to juggle their grids, circuits, 
they have budgets. So, for this year, we’re very happy 
they’ve placed their trust in Anglesey.” 

It’s hard to believe that this circuit actually exists where 
it does, but it’s not just existing, it’s thriving in 2022, which 
Freeman alludes to. MotorSport Vision Racing, organiser of 
the EnduroKa series, returned to the circuit for the first time 
in a decade last week, while the vast majority of the other major 
clubs will visit the venue during the season. And that second 
24-hour race, for machines powered by engines of less than 
two litres, will be held in September, further emphasising 
the appeal of the North Wales venue. 

But all this racing activity is in stark contrast to just two years 
ago when the threat of COVID-19 loomed and cast the circuit’s 
future in doubt. The venue held just a single, small-scale trial 
750 Motor Club fixture in 2020 and, while racing in England 
and eventually Scotland got back under way, it wasn’t the case 
for Anglesey. Pandemic restrictions on gatherings and events 
remained in place for Wales, making the return of racing 
impossible for 2020, while last year the season started 
much later than the rest of the UK. 

“Like all other circuits, we had to make difficult economic 
decisions to safeguard the future of the circuit, but the real 
frustration and challenge came when England and Scotland 
opened up for motorsport and we were still under Welsh 
regulations,” adds Freeman. “And the frustration from people 
who started coming back to the circuit when we opened up 
for alimited number of trackdays was palpable, and they just 
didn’t understand why it would be different in Wales. 

“That kind of fostered a concern that in England they knew 
what the regulations were and so clubs could plan accordingly; 
Wales was a bit of an unknown quantity. For a club organising 
arace meeting, they need to be guaranteed that it’s going to 
happen if they put all the plans in place.” 

But race meetings are firmly back on the agenda at the circuit, 
and Freeman is confident that the venue can weather any 
difficulties that stem from the current uncertain financial climate. 

As for my own experiences of the 24-hour race, which will 
be detailed in an upcoming feature, any expectations both 
for the event and venue were certainly exceeded. I’m already 
looking forward to my next visit to Anglesey — evenifit 
does take five hours to get there. .# 


(>) P74 ENDUROKA 24-HOURS REPORT 
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Honours even 
in Magnificent 
Seven contests 


BRANDS HATCH 
CSCC 
3-4 JUNE 


Caterham racers Christian Pittard and Tim 
Davis took a win apiece in the Magnificent 
Sevens double-header held at Brands Hatch 
on Friday, but that only told part of the 
story from two action-packed races. 

Pittard set the fastest time in qualifying, 
but previous successes dictated that he had 
to start the opener from the sixth row in his 
CSR. Ben Simonds, also driving a CSR, 
inherited pole and duly converted it into 
an immediate lead from Davis (C400) and 
John Cutmore’s Spire RB7. By lap nine of 41, 
Pittard had worked his way into fourth before 
a Code 60 intervention slowed the pace. 

After all four leading drivers had pitted 
and racing resumed, Pittard emerged in 
second behind Simonds before Davis 
made a dramatic exit from the race when 
his right-rear wheel came adrift on the 
run down to Graham Hill Bend. Following 
a caution period, Pittard homed in rapidly 
on Simonds, who was being hampered by 
intermittent throttle issues. On the final lap, 
Pittard took full advantage to sweep around 
the outside of Simonds at Clearways and win 
the drag to the line by just 0.390 seconds. 

Eager to make amends for his first-race 
disappointment, Davis charged through 
the field in the early stages of race two. 

By the fourth lap, he had moved into third 
from 20th on the grid as he hunted down 
Pittard and race leader Simonds. 

Pittard attempted to take the lead 
around the outside of Paddock Hill Bend 
two laps later but was forced wide by 
Simonds, and Davis was able to sneak his 
way into second on the entry to Druids. 

At the start of the next tour, Davis grabbed 
the lead at Paddock and began to pull clear. 


Morris took two popular~ 
wins at the wheel of 
Peugeot 309 GTI 
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‘A Pittard won opener buthad 
_ to give best to Davis in race two | 


Suspected fluid loss from the CSR of 
Simonds then caused both he and the 
closely following Pittard to spin at 
Surtees, with only Pittard able to continue. 
Despite indulging in a further excursion at 
Graham Hill Bend when he was negotiating 
traffic, Pittard was able to hang on to second 
behind Davis, while Cutmore finished third. 

Danny Morris dedicated his triumphs 
in the two Special Saloons and Modsports 
encounters to his late brother Ricky 
Parker-Morris after steering their trusty 
Peugeot 309 GTi Thundersaloon to the 
double. Morris, whose brother passed 
away last year, took a lights-to-flag win in 
race one on Friday after closest challenger 
Clive Anderson was forced to retire his 
525bhp BMW E30 with engine maladies 
after just four laps. Anderson’s misfortune 
enabled Tony Davies to claim second in his 
Vauxhall Firenza, while Joe Ward brought 
his ex-Gerry Marshall ‘Baby Bertha’ Firenza 
home third after starting 18th on the grid. 
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Morris made light work of his fifth-row 
start in race two on Saturday, powering his 
way into the lead by lap four and never 
being headed thereafter, while Ward used 
the brute force of his V8 power to keep 
Davies back in the battle for second. 

Robert Hollyman inherited the Future 
Classics spoils in his Porsche 964 after race 
leader Alex Taylor spun his Mazda RX-7 
into the Paddock gravel six laps from the 
end. Hugh Gurney took second in his BMW 
3251 E30 ahead of the DTM-replica M3 E30 
of Robert Sadler and Luke Schlewitz. 

Taylor redeemed himself later in the 
afternoon by winning the Modern Classics 
event in his TVR Tuscan, though he was 
kept honest throughout by Matt Holben’s 
similar machine and Dave Griffin’s M3 E36 
following an absorbing three-way battle. 

Brothers Morgan and Marcus Short 
claimed their second victory in a week 
aboard their Mosler MT9o0oR in the 
Slicks Series event, dominating from lights 
to flag. Former Pickup Truck racer Daniel 
Petters ran second in the early part of the 
race in his Porsche 911 997 GT3 until 
he spun at Paddock on lap 18 of 45. A 
subsequent visit to the pits revealed a 
deep cut in his left-rear tyre, prompting 
his retirement. Father-and-son duo Mark 
Smith and Arran Moulton-Smith claimed 
second in their M3 E36 Evo ahead of the 
1M Coupe of Mathew Evans. 

Electrical problems had stopped Dylan 
Popovic (Ginetta Gs5o) from taking the start 
in the Slicks Series race, but he was able to 
claim second behind the Ariel Atom of 
Christian Douglas in the Open Series 
contest despite having to nurse a slow 
puncture in the closing stages. 

MARK LIBBETER 


MAGNIFICENT SEVEI 
Race 1 Christian Pittard (Caterham CSR) 
Race 2 Tim Davis (Caterham C400) 


I \ \ | PORT. 
Races 1 & 2 Danny Morris (Peugeot 309 GTI) 


Robert Hollyman (Porsche 964) 
Alex Taylor (TVR Tuscan Challenge) 


Morgan Short/Marcus Short (Mosler MT900R) 


Christian Douglas (Ariel Atom, below) 
Group 1 Matthew Howell (Austin Mini) 
Group 2 Steve Hodges (Lotus 7 Series 2) 
RBO TIN TOPS/PUMA CUP/TIN TOF 
Manoj Patel (Honda Civic Type R) 
Simon Baker (BMW 1 Series Coupe) 
Christian Douglas/Matt Holben 
(TVR Griffith 400/TVR Griffith 200) 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLU| 


The difficulty of predicting the outcome of 
arace has always been an attractive trait 
of any form of motorsport and, with 
entrants exceeding 30 cars for the Group 1 
Swinging Sixties race at Brands Hatch on 


Saturday, an open contest looked assured. 


Heading into the weekend, the form 
guide suggested that Richard Perry might 
be the man to beat in his Austin-Healey 
Sprite, after following up his runner-up 
finish at the Snetterton season opener 
in April with two wins at Anglesey last 
month. But factor in Classic Sports Car 
Club rules regarding success penalties, 
and Perry’s hopes of taking another 
victory looked slim, particularly since his 
Welsh double meant spending an extra 60 
seconds stationary at his mandatory stop. 

Perry showed his pace in qualifying by 
lining up on the front row alongside 
Matthew Howell’s Austin Mini. The 33-car 
grid made an impressive sight as Howell 
led the MG Midget of lan Staines through 
Paddock on the opening tour, with Perry 
third. Behind the leading trio came the 
eyecatching MGA driven by father-and-son 
duo Steve and Jack Smith, Tom Pead’s 
BMW 1600 Ti and the Mini Marcos of 
Snetterton victor Sam Polley. 

Shortly after the start, both Perry and 
Polley pitted on the same lap and their 
success penalties ultimately ruled them 
out of victory contention, while the 
Smiths also had to serve a handicap 
penalty. This left Howell in a strong 
position, but he dropped to third 
following the compulsory stops. 

Determined to get back in front, 
Howell caught Pead and dived inside 
the BMW at Druids on lap 29 of 41. Five 
laps later, Howell pulled off a similar move 
to relieve Staines of the lead before going 
on to secure victory. “That was darn 
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good!” said a delighted Howell. “I was so 
fired up that | just wanted to catch and 
pass any car that was in front of me.” 

Staines held on to claim a satisfied 
second, admitting that he was “unable 
to live with the speed of the Mini on the 
straights”, while Pead sealed third. 

The Group 2 race for cars with larger 
engine capacities was rather less well 
subscribed, and a handful of Group 1 
competitors joined their counterparts 
on the grid to boost numbers. 

Despite sliding off into the Paddock 
gravel during qualifying, Jamie Keevill 
took pole position in his Lotus Elan S2 
with Steve Hodges joining him on the front 
row in his Lotus 7 Series 2. By the end of 
opening lap, though, Malcolm Johnson 
had moved his Lotus Europa up to second. 

Hodges soon regained the position 
with a neat move at Surtees on lap eight, 
before Keevill surrendered his lead to 
serve a success penalty. Johnson briefly 
held the advantage post-pitstops, but 
Hodges snatched the lead along the 
Cooper Straight just after half-distance. 

Keevill recovered to third after 
overhauling Phil Otley’s Reliant Scimitar 
GTE late in the race. The Elan had taken 
another trip through the Paddock gravel 
while trying to lap backmarkers. 


Howell guided Mini to 
the top step in Group 1 
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Fennymore, Simms and Historic FF2000 entertain 


CADWELL PARK 
HSCC 
4-5 JUNE 


Reigning Historic Formula Ford 2000 
champion Graham Fennymore and 2014 
title winner Benn Simms are not tall men 
but they currently stand head and shoulders 
above their rivals. Back at Cadwell Park 
where the Pinto party started in 2007, 
Fennymore won Saturday’s robust Historic 
Sports Car Club Wolds Trophy opener 
by 0.03 seconds. Sunday was almost 
a washout, but their return match was 
a repeat as perseverance and steadfast 
marshals saw the last chequer fall at 1602. 
Behind the duo, Suffolk puncher Ben 
Glasswell was a fine third in another 
Reynard, ahead of local Lee Bankhurst 
(Royale RP30). Bankhurst claimed Sunday’s 
final podium step as fellow new dad Ollie 
Roberts (Reynard) moved up to fourth. 
From displaced drum-braked rear- 
engined Class C, Historic Formula Junior 


Harrison (8) and McArthur shared |. 
the Historic FF1600 honours 
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champion Nic Carlton-Smith shot clear 
of the feature front-engined runners in 
his ex-Lionel Mayman Kieft on Saturday. 
Pursuers Trevor Griffiths (Emeryson) 
and Keith Pickering (Britannia) were 

in the same boat as Justin Fleming 

(Lola Mk2) headed the ‘pullers’ 

With Pau victor Clive Richards sidelined 
by a broken crank in testing, Michael 
O’Brien had no opposition in dad Mike’s 
Brabham BT6, its new body still in primer. 
Benn Simms (Caravelle) doggedly kept him 
in sight for a while on both days. When 
gearbox and rear upright failure stopped 
Tim Child (Lotus 22) and Peter de la Roche 
(BMC) respectively, Geoff Underwood 
(Tulip Stable BT2) claimed his first podium. 

Three unrelated namesakes winning 
races at one event on the same day is surely 
unprecedented. Samuel, John and Jordan 
Harrison did on Saturday, but none had it 
easy. Tom McArthur (Titan Mk4) pressured 
Samuel (SpeedSport Merlyn) in Historic 
Formula Ford 1600 until he contacted the 


barrier on the Mountain. Danny Stanzl 
(Elden Mk8/A0) and Oliver Chapman (Lola 
T200), who usurped Over 50s standout 
Rob Smith (Merlyn), thus led the chase. 

If Formula 1300 to Classic Clubmans 
stalwart John Harrison expected to have 
things his own way in Mark Charteris’s 
absence, Alan Cook had other ideas in his 
works-tended Mallock. Cook pushed him 
all the way, finishing 0.474s adrift. 

Reigning Classic FF1600 title winner 
Jordan Harrison and his 1979 Lola T540E 
were too strong for Tom McArthur in 
Mandie Hadfield’s 1971 Merlyn Mk20. 
McArthur made the better start but 
Harrison shadowed him for three laps, after 
which resistance was futile. A last-lap spin 
cost McArthur time, but not second as 
Mike Gardner (Crossle 32F), period star Rick 
Morris (Royale RP29) and Van Diemen- 
mounted Nigel Lingwood (RF80) and Andy 
Gosling (RF79) were too far behind. 

None of the Harrisons repeated on 
a relentlessly rainy Sunday on which racing 
started 90 minutes late, then was halted 
for 75 minutes with standing water on 
the start straight. The Clubmans battlers 
elected not to run, FFHRA combined grids 
and, by amalgamating 70s Road Sports and 
Touring/Modsports fields and switching to 
rolling starts, the schedule was completed. 

McArthur shot from the back of the 
depleted Historic FF1600 field to second 
on the first proper racing lap before 
understeering into the grass onto the 
Mountain. Undeterred, he recovered 
spectacularly from fifth to pass Sam H four 
laps from home. He then doubled up in a 
breathless Classic contest, resisting massive 
pressure from Jordan H throughout. 
Chapman robbed Morris of third. 


HISTORIC FF20 
Races 1 & 2 Graham Fennymore (Reynard SF81) 


Nic Carlton-Smith (Kieft) 


Races 1 & 2 Michael O’Brien (Brabham BT6) 


Race 1 Samuel Harrison (Merlyn Mk20A) 
Race 2 Tom McArthur (Titan Mk4) 


John Harrison (Mallock Mk21) 


Race 1 Jordan Harrison (Lola T540E) 
Race 2 Tom McArthur (Merlyn Mk20) 


Race 1 Julian Barter (TVR 3000M, below) 
Race 2 Paul Tooms (Lotus Europa) 


Races 1 & 2 John Shaw (Morgan +8) 


Myles Castaldini (Davrian Mk8) 


Races 1 & 2 Chris Huntley (Subaru Impreza WRX) 


Dorset men dominated Saturday’s Road 
Sports rounds. Julian Barter’s TVR 3000M 
aced the 70s pack on his seasonal debut, 
with Jez Clark (Lotus Elan $4) splitting him 
from father Charles (Datsun 240Z). Historic 
champ Kevin Kivlochan biffed his AC Cobra 
in the Hall Bends during qualifying, opening 
the door for John Shaw — the 2013-14 
champion — to score his first Morgan win 
over Jonathan Stringer (Lotus 7). 

Perennial hard chargers Clark and Paul 
Tooms (Lotus Europa) entered Hall Bends 
abreast disputing Sunday’s 70s lead. Neither 
ceded and, after a scuff, the Elan lost a 
headlight against the tyre wall, but still 
salvaged sixth. Tooms beat Charles Barter 
to the flag with ‘Modsports’ victor Myles 
Castaldini’s misfiring Davrian third. Shaw 
topped Historic Road Sports again, with 
Mark Godfrey’s rorty Ginetta G4 second. 
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( _DINI’S SURPRISE WIN Davrian fanatic Myles Castaldini emerged a delighted winner of a race 
chared with Historic Taurine Cars as ‘Modsports’ joined the HSCC portfolio. Castaldini’s Mk8 was built 
for road use with a Rover V8 engine, but has long had a 1600cc Ford pushrod unit mated to a Hewland 
Mk9 gearbox. The Davrian, Steve Watton’s Turner-Ford and Ronnie Haines’s pushrod-powered Ford 
Escort sizzled though the Pre-’66 runners, headed by Dan Cox (in Jimmy Fuller’s Alfa Romeo Giulia). 


vIMIS MAKES CARAVELLE FLY With six HSCC titles under his belt, Benn Simms is quick in anything. 
Having raced Jim Blockley’ s Historic Formula 3 Chevron B17 at Donington last year, he showcased 
Blockley’s “for sale” FJunior Caravelle Mk2 here. Part of a trio built by Bob Hicks - whose son James 
saddled the Mk3 - to John Tojeiro acolyte Richard Utley’s design, it was driven to two second places. 
“It handles very similarly to Stuart Rolt’s Elfin Formula Junior, which | raced in 2010,” said Simms. 


SCOOBY SCOOPS DDMC GOLD Four-wheel drive was the winning lottery ticket as Subaru Impreza 
WRX aver Chris Huntley found the grip to win both Darlington & District Motor Club Northern 
Saloon and Sports races. The opener was red-flagged early, but the finale was a cracker with Mike 
Williamson (Mitsubishi Evo 4), Scott Hubel’s intriguing self-built RWD Peugeot 205 T16R clone and 
Simon Griffiths’s Caterham 420R also in the breakaway group, Griffiths eventually taking second. 
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® Khera and Frost (left) 
managed to win both 
Britcar Trophy races 


Hardy spectators together with thousands 
watching online were treated to two stirring 
Britcar Trophy encounters, which were 
made all the more exciting with some 
rain. The fast-paced BMWs, Ginettas and 
Mazdas not only had to battle each other 
and the conditions, but found their progress 
hindered by packs of Renault Clios and 
Volkswagen Golfs, all heavily engaged 
in battles of their own. 

It was an all-BMW invitational front row 
for the opening race, as Lee Frost/Lucky 


Khera just edged the similar E46 of Kevin 
Clarke/Aldo Riti for pole. Clarke was quicker 
off the line and into the lead, where he 
remained until the pitstops, when a 
prolonged changeover for Riti meant the 
places reversed. Khera didn’t need to be 
asked twice and brought his car home for 
the win, while the Owen Hizzey/Mark Lee 
Ginetta G56 Academy car moved ahead 

of Clarke/Riti by the flag. 

Race two began with Khera intent on 
building his lead ahead of the impending 
pitstop success penalty, but contact between 
two chasing BMWs brought out the safety 
car, which all but eroded his advantage. 
Despite this, Frost was able to consolidate 


EnduroKa 24-hour spoils 
for AxiaMetrics crew 


For the majority of the inaugural 
EnduroKa 24-hour race at Anglesey, 
there was little to split the AxiaMetrics 
and IP Racing teams. 

The two crews had been part of 
a close battle for the opening two 
hours, with the polesitting IP machine 
of Dan Silvester leading Turn 7’s Leon 
Bidgway, Wolf Motorsport’s Carlito 
Miracco, AxiaMetrics’s Chris Weatherill 
and Vpex Motorsport’s Tobias Owen 
after the opening hour. 
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By the second hour, Miracco and Bidgway 
were both out in front, with Silvester third 
and Weatherill in touching distance. The 
fuel limit was thought to be approximately 
two hours and 20 minutes, with most crews 
making their opening stops heading into 
the third hour. But Silvester and VEC 
Motorsport’s Tom Ellson both managed 
to do over 100 laps and almost three 
hours before their first stop. 

Turn 7 had dropped down the order after 
Callum McDougall had an off, and into 
darkness it was Adam Blair for IP heading 
VEC’s Tom Cooper, and AxiaMetrics’s 
Nigel Griffiths. VEC lost out with exhaust 
problems and, by midnight, AxiaMetrics 


the position and secure a second victory 
by a margin of nearly 20 seconds. The 
MacG Racing Mazda RX-8 of Joshua 
Tomlinson/Jonny MacGregor worked its 
way into second, while a trio of Ginettas 
all finished within half a second of each 
other to complete the top five. 

The 2CVs are perhaps more ‘enduring’ 
than ‘endurance’ but their wide, sweeping 
lines and relentless slipstreams resulted 
in three-wide battles through the complex, 

a reminder that speed is less important than 
spectacle. Nick Crispin held on to win by 
0.159s from Luca Proietti in the opener, but 
could only manage fourth in the sequel. Lien 
Davies took the win from Gary Adnitt. 


Trackday Championship 
win went to Pottinger 


had a lap lead over IP and VEC, with Vpex 
a further lap down in fourth. 

Heavy rain in the early hours continued 
beyond dawn, but AxiaMetrics had a lap 
in hand at half-distance over IP’s Phil 
Keen and Wolf’s Ian Williamson. Over 
the following hours, the battle for the win 
became a duel between AxiaMetrics and 


Mutch and Broadbent 
came out on top in the 
second Praga contest 


wa 


Saturday’s Praga race was remarkable for 
the fact that, one by one, its leaders fell 
out of contention, the most bizarre exit 
being that of Jamie Morton who pitted for 
a penalty, only to discover that he’d read 
the wrong number! This left the University 
of Wolverhampton to score its maiden 
win with Shane Kelly and Stefano Leaney. 
Although the weather worsened 
overnight, Sunday’s encounter was a far 
better reflection of what these fast and agile 
cars are capable of. Jimmy Broadbent slipped 
down the order during the early laps, but 
then a remarkable recovery allowed him 
and Gordie Mutch to win handsomely. 
Behind, and after the mid-race driver 
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Racing chases 


iaMetrics during hard- 
~ fought 24-hour contest 


IP, with both having a share of the lead. 
After Griffiths had completed his stints 
for AxiaMetrics, both Dominic Jackson and 
Weatherill consolidated their advantage, and 

Kristian Rose took the flag to secure the 
victory spoils. They were helped when IP’s 
Scott Parkin came in to hand over to Mark 
Witherington for the final time, but they 


-{ 
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changes, Alex Fores found Ben Collins 
in his sights, delighting the crowd with 
an epic tussle for fifth, which went in 
newcomer Fores’s favour. 

There were moments to savour and 
moments of madness from the Junior 
Saloons, as Gabriel Doyle-Parfait took the 
opener by just 0.220s from Harry Hickton, 
despite starting 11th. Maximus Hall also 
got the better of Hickton in race two. 

Bryan Bransom and Russell Dack both 
had to work hard to share Kumho BMW 
wins, while Adam Jones and Alistair Dendy 
were barely a car length apart throughout 
their 45-minute Hyundai Coupe Cup race. 


x 
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picked up a stop/go penalty and had to 
settle for second, two laps down. 

Despite being plagued with a power 
deficiency throughout, Williamson came 
home in third for Wolf, with Vpex’s Damian 
Hirst, Autotech’s Andrew Howell and PSR’s 
Tom Gilbert completing the top six. 

Michael Rawlings had his hands full 


SILVERSTONE 


Races 1 & 2 Lee Frost/Lucky Khera (BMW E46) 


Race 1 Nick Crispin 
Race 2 Lien Davies 


Race 1 Shane Kelly/Stefano Leaney 
Race 2 Jimmy Broadbent/Gordie Mutch 


Race 1 Gabriel Doyle-Parfait 
Race 2 Maximus Hall 


Race 1 Bryan Bransom (E46 M3) 
Race 2 Russell Dack (E46 M3) 


Adam Jones 


Races 1 & 2 Steve McDermid (ZR 170) 


ANGLESEY 
AxiaMetrics.com (Chris Weatherill/Dominic 
Jackson/Nigel Griffiths/Kristian Rose) 


TRACKDAY TROPI 
Michael Rawlings/David Zakrzewski (BMW E36) 


1 


Adrian Pottinger (Renault Clio) 


Race 1 Dylan Brychta (SEAT Supercopa) 
Race 2 Adam Blair (Audi TT) 


defending from Rob Phillips’s Honda 
Civic in the Trackday Trophy. But, after 
Rawlings handed his BMW E36 to David 
Zakrzewski for the second half, Phillips 
lost touch although was still well clear 
of Damian Chrupczalski’s Civic. 

Having spent the first half of the 
Trackday Championship race chasing 
John Lyne’s BMW E36, Adrian Pottinger 
managed to get his Renault Clio away 
from a duel with the similar car of Chris 
Dunster/Jack Kemp for a comfortable 
win. Lyne had to settle for a distant third. 

Dylan Brychta (SEAT Supercopa) was 
never headed in the first Turismo X race, 
with the Audi TT of Adam Blair in 
second until it had gearbox problems, 
promoting Ryan Parkin’s similar car, with 
brother Scott’s VW Golf third. Blair took 
over Ryan Parkin’s car for race two and 
secured a comfortable win over Brychta. 

-TER SCHERE 
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Morgan driver won Donington Mug 
and Allcomers Scratch contests 


Andrews shines amid the 
Donington gloom to win twice 


DONINGTON PARK 
vscc 
5 JUNE 


Wet and misty weather greeted the 
drivers for the Vintage Sports-Car 
Club’s visit to Donington Park, but it 
didn’t dampen the spirits for Sandford 
Andrews, who took a brace of victories. 

The weight distribution of Andrews’s 
Morgan Aero suited the conditions, 
enabling him to win by 48 seconds 
in the Donington Mug Trophy VSCC 
Specials race. Michael James led the 
opening lap in his Riley 12/4 TT Sprite, 
but had to settle for second ahead of 
David Wylie’s Frazer Nash. 

Andrews triumphed again in a field 
of 25 cars in the Allcomers Scratch race. 
He was initially swamped off the line 
from pole, but was back into second 
before the opening lap was completed, 
behind Tom Waterfield’s Nash. Andrews 
took the lead on lap three and pulled 
out a 5s gap before the race ended early 
when a car stopped in an unsafe place. 

Christopher Mann claimed his third 
Redgate Mug Trophy in the Pre-War 
Sports Car race, but he was pushed 
all the way by Sue Darbyshire, who 


Ames took second consecutive 
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remained within 1s throughout. After 
bogging down and slipping to fourth, 
Darbyshire recovered to second on lap 
one in her rebuilt Morgan Super Aero, 
but she was unable to find a way 

past Mann’s more powerful 2750cc 
Alfa Romeo Monza. 

Mann finished sixth in the Williams 
Trophy, which was won for the second 
year in a row by Alex Ames at the wheel 
of Martin Halusa’s Bugatti Type 35C, 
beating Eddie Williams (Frazer Nash) in 
treacherous conditions. Simon Blakeney- 
Edwards (Super Sports) prevailed in a 
battle with Bugatti pair Timothy Dutton 
and Mike Wrigley, snatching third from 
Dutton on the final tour. 

Geraint Owen built an early advantage 
over Frederick Harper, who provided 
engine parts for Owen’s Kurtis 500C in 
the winter, in the Vintage & Pre-1966 
Racing Cars encounter. Patrick Blakeney- 
Edwards (Super Sports) moved ahead of 
Harper, whose Kurtis Indy Roadster was 
more suited to the dry, before closing 
in on the lead. But Owen responded to 
pull out a 14s winning margin. Tom 
Waterfield impressed against far more 
powerful machinery in his 500cc 
Cooper-Norton Mko to finish fourth. 

Waterfield was victorious in a close 
500cc F3 contest, but he was pushed 
hard by Harry George Painter, who 
starred in his first F3 race in a Mk7 
Cooper. Painter battled past Alex 
Wilson’s Mkio into second at the 
halfway stage before eating into 
Waterfield’s 2s lead. But a late spin 
dropped Painter back to third. 

Rob Newall claimed the most 
commanding victory of the day in Nigel 
Webb’s Jaguar Mk in the Classic & 


DONINGTON MUG TROPHY 
Sandford Andrews (Morgan Aero 2Str) 


ALLCOMERS SCRATCH 
Sandford Andrews (Morgan Aero 2Str) 


REDGATE MUG TROPHY 
Christopher Mann (Alfa Romeo Monza) 


WILLIAMS TROPHY 
Alex Ames (Bugatti T35C) 


SHUTTLEWORTH, NUFFIELD & 
AMSCHEL ROTHSCHILD TROPHIES 
Geraint Owen (Kurtis 500C) 


500cc F3 
Tom Waterfield (Cooper-Norton Mk9) 


CMMC CLASSIC & HAWTHORN 
Rob Newall (Jaguar Mk1) 


LONGCAR 
Tim Wadsworth 
(Lagonda 2-Litre L/C Tourer) 


ALLCOMERS HANDICAP 

Race 1 Heinz Stamm 

(Aston Martin 2-Litre Speed) 

Race 2 Dougal Cawley (Delage Dis) 


For full results visit: theresultslive.co.uk 


Hawthorn Challenge. David Moorhouse 
finished 1m18s behind in an Austin 
Mini, with Alan Charlton’s Triumph 
TR6 the only other car on the lead lap. 
Richard Frankel (Bentley TT) led the 
Longcar race from Michael Power’s 
Vauxhall OE 30-98, which was shared 
by Rob Hubbard and Julian Ghosh, but 
a problem during the driver change 
took the Vauxhall out of contention. 
A radiator spike forced Frankel into a 
pitstop, enabling Tim Wadsworth to 
lead a Lagonda 1-2 by 0.9s from Andrew 
Howe-Davies and Tim Parker. 
STEVE WHITFIELD 


Uren ends win 
drought as 
Summers stars 


SHELSLEY WALSH 

BRITISH HILLCLIMB 

| JNE 

Alex Summers and Dave Uren were this 
week’s winners in the latest instalment of 
the British Hillclimb Championship thriller. 

On a day when Shelsley Walsh never 
properly dried out, Uren stormed to 
victory in the opening run-off before 
Summers took control at the end of 
the afternoon to win round 12. 

But, with Wallace Menzies taking two 
second places, the title race between 
Summers and Menzies remained unchanged 
after yet another tremendous day of 
top-level hillclimbing. Heavy overnight 
rain and a track that started damp and 
remained slippery left Sunday’s pace around 
two seconds off the existing record. 

In the opening run-off, it was Uren 
who hooked up his Gould perfectly for a 
storming 25.22s climb to take his first win 
for three seasons. Menzies was right there, 
0.078 adrift, while Summers was consigned 
to third after losing time at the Esses, where 
the track stayed damp under the trees. 

Scott Moran, Trevor Willis and 
Matthew Ryder were closely matched in 
the next pack, while Paul Haimes turned 
in a storming 26.73s climb to be the best 
of the smaller-engined cars in his 1300cc 
turbocharged Gould GR59. 

“Tt’s just so easy to overcook it,” admitted 
Summers of the track conditions. “You’re 
driving like a 22 or 23s run for the first two 
corners, and then you get to the Esses and 
it’s like a skating rink.” 

Uren may have been the star of the first 
run-off, but it all went wrong later when a 
battery problem struck as he lined up for 
his second qualifying run. By now, the 
brooding low cloud over the Teme Valley 
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Rivals were pleased to see 
Uren return to winning ways 


had rolled back in again and the air was 
getting damper as the top guns went for 
their qualifying attempts to earn a place 
in the second run-off. 

Menzies should have been last to go 
and battled the conditions to safely earn 
arun-off place. Uren, meanwhile, having 
quickly resolved the battery problem, came 
to the line behind Menzies but only got as 
far as Kennel before he was again in strife. 

“A bit more water came down,” said Uren. 
“Tt left the line quite nicely and turned in at 
Kennel but then it went. I just needed a bit 
more space.” The front-right corner of 
the Gould clipped the barriers and was 
damaged, ending his day. 

Instead, Summers hooked it all together 
this time to beat Menzies by 0.078, while 
Ryder and Moran tied for third ahead of 
Willis and the flying Haimes. 

Moran lost time in much the same way as 
Summers had earlier when the front of the 
car washed out at the Esses. That changed 
to oversteer and the left rear clipped the 
bank on the exit. The dirt marks on the 
tyre at the end of the run showed that 
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PAULLAWRENCE 


it had been a narrow escape. 

“Tt’s another weekend where we scored 
the same points as Wallace,” said Summers. 
“But I’m absolutely gutted for Dave. To be 
honest, he was the best driver all weekend.” 

Menzies was another driver quick to 
applaud Uren for his pace. “I’m delighted 
for David getting the win,” he said. “He 
thoroughly deserved it. In the conditions, 
he pushed mega hard and I take my hat 
off to him for that. It’s been a really 
challenging day for everybody.” 


1 David Uren (3.5 Gould-NME GR55B) 
25.22s; 2 Wallace Menzies (3.3 Gould- 
Cosworth GR59M) 25.29s; 3 Alex Summers 
(2.7 DJ-Cosworth Firestorm) 25.37s; 4 Scott 
Moran (4.0 Gould-Judd GR59J) 25.54s; 

5 Trevor Willis (3.2 OMS 28-RTE) 25.58s; 

6 Matthew Ryder (4.0 Gould-Judd GR59JB) 
25.65s; 7 Paul Haimes (1.3t Gould-Suzuki 
GR59) 26.73s; 8 Richard Spedding (1.6 
GWR-Hayabusa Raptor 2) 26.85s; 9 Jack 
Cottrill (2.7 DJ-Cosworth Dallara) 27.37s; 
10 Lee Griffiths (1.7 OMS 25-Suzuki) 27.64s. 


1 Summers 24.23s; 2 Menzies 24.30s; 

3= Ryder and Moran 24.60s; 5 Willis 25.04s; 
6 Haimes 26.06s; 7 Spedding 26.21s; 

8 Graham Wynn (4.0 Gould-Judd GR59J) 
26.80s; 9 Cottrill 26.95s; 10 Griffiths 27.26s. 


1 Summers 113; 2 Menzies 111; 3 Moran 103; 
4 Ryder 80; 5 Willis 75; 6 Uren 59. 
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The push for a greater audience 


LIVE TV 
TT+ LIVE PASS 
RRP ELS 


The COVID-19 
pandemic wrought 
havoc on the world’s 
sporting calendar, resulting in revised 
schedules and the cancellation of many 
events across the past two years. 

One of the biggest sporting events lost 
to the chaos was the Isle of Man TT, which 
couldn’t stave off the axe in 2020 and was 
pre-emptively scrapped for 2021 given the 
uncertainties the virus posed to the island. 

Its return this year, taking place between 
29 May-10 June, has been long-awaited and 
highly anticipated. But the two years away 
have also given organisers time to think of 
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a long-term strategy, and help to 
ensure the survival of the event going 
forth into a post-pandemic world and 
ensnare a new audience. 

That has come in the form of the 
first-ever live broadcast of the TT races 
via the event’s own TT+ streaming 
platform. Announced in February, TT + 
is part of a new digital push by the Isle 
of Man government to build on its 
fanbase and put the TT out there as 
a mainstream sporting spectacle. 

Logistically, covering the TT live is 
hugely complex. Two camera helicopters 
cover the action from the air, while a legion 
of camera operators on the ground try to 
cover more of the 37.75-mile Mountain 
Course than has ever been done before. 

But TT+ is no simple livestream with 


some commentary placed over a world feed. 
It takes its cues from a mix of grand tour 
cycling coverage and Glastonbury, with 

a small presenting and punditry team 
stationed in a makeshift studio in the fan 
park at the Grandstand section, and the rest 
of the crew spread out at various points. 

The likes of seasoned motorsport 
presenters Matt Roberts and Jennie Gow 
are backed up by an array of solid punditry 
options in ex-racers Cameron Donald, Steve 
Plater, Jennie Tinmouth, Maria Costello 
and Horst Saiger, as well as gold medal 
Olympian-turned-TV talent Amy Williams 
and BBC reporter Rick Faragher. The team 
largely mesh well together and the diversity 
in the line-up is most welcome. 

The coverage of the on-track action has 
been generally fantastic. Set with a delay 
to avoid any major accidents being shown 
to the masses, Greenlight has done a great 
job in making a race easy to follow — 
something that’s difficult given TT races 
are essentially time trials — with corrected 
time dictating the leaderboard order. 

Of course, the commentary needs to 
complement that, and it has done so. Dave 
Kneen leads that side, bring an extensive 
knowledge of road racing to the audience, 
while last-minute co-commentator 
David Johnson, who was supposed to be 
competing for OMG Racing before a crash 
ruled him out of the T'T, has brought 
real insight into the event. Once he decides 
he’s had enough of racing, he has a long 
career behind the microphone ahead 
of him if he wants. 

Compared with current motorsport 


MotoGP Catalan GP review 
Yamaha’s Fabio Quartararo 
dominated the MotoGP Catalan 
Grand Prix as nearest title rival 
Aleix Espargaro threw away a 
podium by miscounting the 
number of laps remaining. 
Autosport’s Lewis Duncan and 
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F1 World Championship 


Sat 1010 


Motorsport.com’s Oriol Puigdemont 
analyse all the race’s action, and 
also talk about the success of Marc 
Marquez’s most recent surgery. 
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z 0; on Brands Hatch MSVR 

motorsport.tv, Thu 1715, 11-12 June 


Bernie’s V8s/Historic 
Outlaws, Legends, NASCAR 
Euro Series, Pickup Trucks, 


Round 8/22 Round 3/10 SpeedFest Silhouettes 
Baku, Azerbaijan Hungaroring, Hungary 

12 June 12 June Silverstone MGCC 
iTV] Sky Sports F1, 11-12 June 


Sun 1155 


BCV8s, Cockshoot Cup/MG 


G9 Highlights Sky SportsF1, Round 2/7 Cup, Equipe GTS, Equipe 
Sun 1530, Channel 4, Hungaroring, Hungary Libre/Pre-’70s/Pre-’63/Pre- 

— Sun 1830 11-12 June ’50s, GT & Sports, MG Trophy/ 

cE MG Metro Cup, Morgans 

‘ World Endurance Round 16/36 Snetterton MSVR 

Live stream aims to Championship Sonoma, USA 11-12 June 

~ build onthe fanbase Round 3/6 12 June 7 Race Series (1600/420R), 

: — Le Mans, France TV | Free Sports, Sun 2030 Clubmans Sports Prototypes, 

11-12 June GT Cup, MSVR Allcomers, 


broadcasting, the TT’s live coverage does 
lack in obvious areas. For example, there are 


iTV) Eurosport 1, Sat 1445 


UK MOTORSPORT 


United FF1600 


no live onboards available and the graphics Oulton Park BARC Castle Combe CCRC 
package, while functional, lacks detail. The Round 6/14 11-12 June 11-12 June 

camera helicopter has also sometimes lost Baku, Azerbaijan BTCC, British F4, Ginetta 750MC (Hot Hatch, Mazdas), 
the course, but that’s not necessarily a 11-12 June GT4 Supercup, Ginetta AMOC GT Challenge, CCRC 


production issue, more a hurdle of 

filming in an urban environment. 
Teething issues have also arisen, as you 

would expect, with the very first night of 


iTV] Sky Sports F1, 
Sat 1020, Sun 0830 


GT Academy, JCW Mini 
Challenge, Porsche 
Carrera Cup 

iTV ITV, Sun 1210, 


(FF1600, GT, Hot Hatch, 
Saloons), Mini Miglia, 
Mini Seven, WRDA 


the broadcast during practice week basically Round 8/16 ITV4, Sun 1505 Mondello Park ICCR 
a write-off because the stream was Road America, USA 11-12 June 
unwatchable for the most part. The talent 12 June Thruxton BARC Fiesta STs, Fiesta Zetecs, 


themselves have had their own technical 
gremlins to battle through, but haven’t 
let that affect the programming. 

For a first attempt, the TT’s live 


TV] Sky Sports F1, 
Sun 1730 


11-12 June 

Classic Alfa Challenge, Dunlop 
Allstars, Historic Touring 

Car Challenge/Tony Dron 


Formula BOSS, Formula 
Sheane, Formula Vee, 
Historics, ITCC/Future 
Classics, Legends, 


coverage has been a resounding success. Round 5/11 Trophy, Jack Sears Trophy, Strykers, Supercars/ 

It obviously needs improvements next Road America, USA Jochen Rindt Trophy, Midget SEATs, Supersports 

year to bring it up to world sport standard, 12 June & Sprite Challenge, Pre-’63 

but 2022’s jump into the unknown has GT/Jaguar Classic Challenge, Knockhill SMRC 

provided the event with a very strong RAC Woodcote Trophy/Stirling 12 June 

base on which to build. And at just £15, Round 3/6 Moss Trophy, Sixties Touring C1 Cup, Classics, 

it’s a bit of a bargain. Le Mans, France Car Challenge/U2TC Fiesta STs, Junior BMWs, 
9/11 June Mini Cooper Cup 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE a car length back in third, but well passed and repassed each other 

Start of the 1953 French GP at Reims. —_ clear of the pack, which includes lap after lap, but the Ferrari’s power oe © BE eee 

Juan Manuel Fangio (18) looks across | Mike Hawthorn’s Ferrari (16). advantage out of the Thillois hairpin IDUKE 

at a hunched and determined Jose Gonzalez was fuelled light and led just proved decisive as Hawthorn 

Froilan Gonzalez (20) as they launch until his pitstop, leaving Fangio and became the first Englishman to win For classic Formula 1 DVDs 


their Maseratis. Felice Bonetto (24) is | Hawthorn to athrilling duel. The pair = aworld championship grand prix. head to dukevideo.com/F1 
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alker Racing 
— Team 
Australia as it 
was rebranded 
with Aussie Vineyards 
backing from 2005 — helped 
test Champ Car’s new spec 
chassis, the Panoz DPo1, so series 
sophomore Will Power went into the 
2007 season feeling on equal footing with 
talented rivals Sebastien Bourdais at 
Newman/Haas, Paul Tracy at Forsythe 
and Justin Wilson at RuSPORT. 

“Tt had more downforce than the Lola 
and had paddleshift instead of manual,” 
says Power. “It had a light gearbox even 
though it was seven-speed, so the weight 
distribution felt right, with little weight 
beyond the axles, so it was very nimble. 

“Tt was a great street course car. You 
could run three inches of rake in the rear, 
like Fi, because the floor made really good 
downforce. Rake helps rotation, plus we 
didn’t have a stupid heavy gearbox, so the 
centre of gravity didn’t mean as much. 
The rake downforce overcame what the 
high centre of gravity was costing you.” 

From 2007, with all teams getting a 
do-over with the spec Panoz DPo1, 


Champ Car clamped down 
on technical regulations. 

“You couldn’t do much 
— even the dampers were 

spec,” adds Power, “and I 
think the diff was spec, too. 
You couldn’t do anything 
aerodynamically, either.” 

Power won the season-opener at Las 
Vegas and in Toronto too. But with five 
pole positions to his name and a couple 
of race day DNFs, he was left pondering 
what might have been. 

Pole at the finale in Mexico City was 
one of the greatest laps of Power’s life 
— he qualified 0.6 seconds quicker than 
second-fastest driver, ex-F1 racer Robert 
Doornbos. “Yeah, that was a pretty solid 
lap,” he says. “It was nice the way we 
bookended the season because in the first 
round in Vegas, we were 0.9s better than 
second fastest [Doornbos again].” 

The Long Beach race in 2008 would be 
the final event for the DPo1, following the 
US open-wheel merger in the off-season. 
Driving for KV Racing, Power scored the 
car’s final win. “That felt good,” he says. 
“We sent that car out in style.” 
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Toyota has one more 
chance to win before 
Ferrari joins the top 
class for the 2023 race 
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Can anyone stop Toyota? 

Alpine and Glickenhaus get their 
second chance to beat the favourite 


PREMA IN LMP2 
Single-seater power joins the fun 
Prema has already won in LMP2 - 


oe can it take the Big One on its debut? 
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GTE GREATEST RACES 
Best battles from a fine GT era 
Starring Aston Martin, Chevrolet, 
Ferrari and Ford... 
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TO AS SOME ERAS END Perera 


contest the 24 Hours for the first time 


his season’s Le Mans feels a GTE has often provided that over the sy ‘TEAM BY TEAM 
little like a waiting year before _ past decade or so and, as the era draws to Spotlight on all the entries 
Ferrari et al arrive for what a close, our veteran sportscar racing guru Our guide to the cars and drivers that 
we hope will be the start of Gary Watkins picks out some of the finest will tackle the 90th Le Mans 24 Hours 
anew golden age during the 24 Hours’ races the class has given us (p16). 
centenary event. But the goth running There always seems to be British talent 4 =6GARAGISTES OF THE PAST 
of the greatest sportscar race in the on the Le Mans grid and this year there Doing things the really hard way 
world still has plenty going for it. are three youngsters making their debuts Being a privateer is tough enough but 
For a start, it’s back to its traditional in GTE Am. We hear their unusual paths what about building your own car? 
time of year and fans can go and enjoy to the World Endurance Championship on 
the spectacle after two disjointed editions p22, plus our retro piece this year focuses a 6=6TRACK MAP, STANDINGS 
thanks to the dreaded pandemic. on the small-time constructors that have AND TV LISTINGS 
Toyota will be looking to make a little taken on the big guns over the years (p40) Essential info 
bit of history by surpassing Ford and — big guns that will soon return, making LMP2 ace Rene Rast is your guide 
Alfa Romeo on the overall wins list (see the 2022 Le Mans the end of an era. around the Circuit de la Sarthe 


page 4), no mean feat given it didn’t break 


its ridiculous Le Mans jinx until 2018. 
Thanks to the incoming LMH versus 

LMDh contest, the LMP2 class is filled 

with incredible talent, both in terms of 
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Ferrari 412 P in 1967 
One of the finest-looking Le Mans cars 
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the battle (p10) and its fight with teams 


of all time gets the Archive treatment 
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Toyota topped the 
test last Sunday. Will 
it be number one at 
Le Mans this Sunday? 


EHRHARDT 
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THE BIG THREE 


WINNING IS NO 
CERTAINTY FOR TOYOTA 


The Japanese marque is the clear favourite for its fifth Le Mans 


success in a row, but not as much as it was in 2021 


GARY WATKINS 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


oyota has only triumphed in one of the two World 
Endurance Championship rounds so far this season. 
What’s more, it has only got a single car to the finish 
on both occasions. Yet the Japanese manufacturer 
still has to be favourite going into the Le Mans 24 Hours this 
weekend. Of course it does: it runs the only current overt 
manufacturer programme in the Hypercar class, it has the 
form at the centrepiece round of the series as it bids for a 
fifth victory in a row, and it has the best driver line-ups. 

All those reasons stood last year, too, when the GRo10 
HYBRID Le Mans Hypercar finished 1-2 on the Circuit de la 
Sarthe in the first Le Mans of the new world order of sportscar 
racing. But any bookmaker with a keen eye on the WEC would 
surely give longer odds on the Japanese manufacturer this time 
around. There are multiple reasons for that. 

The opposition in the Hypercar class, unchanged from last year, 
has proved its credentials. Alpine’s grandfathered LMP1 ORECA 
design was already a proven machine with two WEC campaigns 
under its belt as the Rebellion R-13. But the Glickenhaus-Pipo 
007 LMH remained an unknown quantity when the WEC arrived 
at Le Mans for last year’s delayed running of the 24 Hours in 
August. Getting two cars to the finish in fourth and fifth positions 
and mounting a real challenge to the Alpine for the final spot on 
the podium showed that the team was not the joke that some, 
if not many, had been predicting. 

But the odds have also lengthened on Toyota for the 90th 
running of the 24 Hours because the playing field has changed 
10 months on from the GRo10’s debut victory at the French 
enduro. Revisions to the Balance of Performance system have 
brought the cars in Hypercar closer together for the new season. 
They are revisions that Toyota has agreed to for the good of 
sportscar racing. “We all want to have a proper race,” says 
Toyota Gazoo Racing Europe technical director Pascal 
Vasselon. “That is the target of the BoP.” 

Changes have been made to the Toyota, which is now racing 
with different-sized Michelin tyres at each corner, across the 
board since last year: its LMH is heavier, and has less power to 
the tune of nine kilowatts (or 12bhp). The deployment speed 
of its front-axle hybrid system has been raised, and dramatically 
so, and it also is allowed to consume less energy over a stint. 

The GRo1o is four kilograms heavier than at Le Mans last year: 


motorsport 
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day last weekend compared to the 2021 test day was in line with the 
team’s simulations. “We were expecting to be slower than last year, 
because clearly the BoP has slowed us down,” he said on Sunday 
night. “We knew we couldn’t do the lap time from last year.” 

The hybrid deployment speed has been moved into the BoP 
from last season; that was a key tenet in the convergence process 
designed to create a level playing field between four-wheel-drive 
LMHs and the forthcoming LMDh rear-axle prototypes. The effect 
of all-wheel drive has been largely removed following an increase in 
that speed from 120km/h (75mph) in the dry and 150km/h in the 
wet (defined by the car running on grooved rubber). It now stands 
for the Toyota at 190km/h in all conditions, though it can change 
from race to race and from car to car — the forthcoming Peugeot 
is also four-wheel drive, remember. “Per kilometre the effect is 
a bit smaller than other tracks,” Vasselon says of Le Mans. 

But there has to be an argument that four-wheel drive gave the 
Toyota a massive advantage at Le Mans in 2021. The race started 
in the wet and the Toyotas pulled a big advantage over their rivals ® 


“Driver skill is most important. 
In wet conditions our drivers are 
good, and are trained to be good” 


that slows the car by just over 0.1 seconds over the track’s eight and 
a half miles, reckons Vasselon. He won’t put figures on what exactly 
accounts for what, but he says that the one-second deficit — in 
terms of an ideal lap based on fastest sectors — at the Le Mans test 


Pascal Vasselon: he 
wants a “proper race” 
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in the mixed conditions of the first half of the event when the especially at a place like Le Mans.” 

track wasn’t always wet, but was definitely low grip after the Toyota had to overcome fuel-pressure problems last year from 

rain and 62 cars running on grooved tyres had cleaned the surface Sunday morning on. And it did so by some ingenious fixes that 

of the rubber that had been laid down over the previous week. included the drivers having to turn the engine off and back on under 
Vasselon doesn’t agree that the Toyotas’ advantage over the braking with increasing regularity. The issue was caused by grease 

first 12 hours was a result of traction at all four corners. He puts from the refuelling nozzle mixing with polyurethane particles from 

it down to tyre choice and driver skill. “The four-wheel drive the insides of the fuel bladders, which were collapsing because the 

probably helped, but in this kind of situation you have to be on breathing systems on the tanks were insufficient. 

the right tyre and then it is down to the drivers,” he says. “If I It backs up Vasselon’s contention that the issues to worry about 

was ranking these factors I would say that driver skill was most for a team like Toyota are “the ones that haven’t popped up yet”. One 

important. I would say that in these kind of transition conditions that did occur at the Spa WEC round in May shouldn’t be a problem 

our drivers are good, and they are trained to be good. again. The hybrid system failure on the #8 car in Belgium was the 
“When there is a wet track during practice in the WEC we result, he says, of a “one-off quality issue” with the converter that 

don’t stay in the pits; our drivers are out on track. You take reduces the voltage between the battery and the motor generator 

a risk by running in tricky conditions, but it pays you back, unit. It wasn’t a fundamental problem, he says, because Toyota 


has been using the same technology since 2016 without issue. 
There’s a new driver at Toyota this year. Ryo Hirakawa has 
joined the #8 car alongside Sebastien Buemi and Brendon Hartley 
in place of Kazuki Nakajima, who has segued into a management 
role at Toyota Gazoo Racing Europe: he’s now vice-president and 
is based in Cologne. Vasselon doesn’t believe that the presence 
of a driver with only two Le Mans under his belt — and back in 
2016 and 2017 — will in any way blunt or somehow destabilise 
‘ Toyota’s challenge. Hirakawa proved that in round one of the 
AISIN 2% * posed ~ 2022 WEC at Sebring in March. 
= Ben “A track like Sebring is typically a track where he could have 
DENS» been off the pace, but he was not off the pace,” says Vasselon. 
GR ve > “With everything that happened, with rain and safety cars and 
red flags, it could have been a difficult race for him, but actually 
he handled the pressure very well.” 
Vasselon does admit that Toyota is the favourite. It comes with 
the territory, he reckons. “We cannot deny that,” he says. “We are 
favourites, but we know we have some very serious competitors.” 
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GLICKENHAUS: NO JOKE Jim Glickenhaus believes 


Glickenhaus has repeatedly proved since it joined the sportscar - his team has a chance 
racing big time at round two of the 2021 WEC in Portugal that it’s a ' : 
genuine player. Or, as one team member put it, “we’re not another 
ByKolles”. That’s a reference to the German-based team that raced 
without distinction in the WEC for much of the LMP? era. 
The 007 LMH, powered by a V8 engine developed by Pipo 
Moteurs in France, has slowly been ticking the boxes since its 
arrival in the WEC last June. It’s led racing laps, as early as its 
second appearance at Monza last July; it has got two cars to the 
finish at Le Mans; and it then claimed a podium at Sebring 
this year, before at Spa it took pole position and headed 
the early running of the six-hour race. 
Glickenhaus focused on development of the car within the 
restraints of the LMH homologation rules over the winter rather 
than racking up the test miles. It has introduced a brake-by-wire 
system for the rear axle after a rule change for the new season, 
and had a real push on the ergonomics of the car. track debris, which caused the tyre on that corner to overheat 
Pla lost the lead to the #7 Toyota of Mike Conway after 15 laps and unbalance the car. 
in Belgium, and Buemi quickly followed the Brit through, as the Glickenhaus reckons that its car and the team are now in 
Glickenhaus’s Michelin tyres went away. The team has explained the position to fight for victory in the big one. The signs 
that this problem was caused by a rear brake duct clogged with have definitely been there for all to see. ® 


EHRHARDT 
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ALPINE: A BALANCING ACT 


Alpine scored its biggest sportscar win since Le Mans 1978 — 
with the Renault-powered A442B Group 6 car shared by Didier 
Pironi and Jean-Pierre Jaussaud — at the Sebring 1000 Miles in 
March. That’s not counting victories by the Signatech-run squad 
with LMP2 machinery in the European Le Mans Series in 2013 
and 2014. But team boss Philippe Sinault said at Spa that “the 
season starts here”. 

That’s a reference to the sheer pace advantage enjoyed by the 
team’s ORECA design around the bumpy Sebring International 
Raceway and its largely concrete surface. This throwback of 
a race track meant that a car that is lighter and has more 
downforce than its LMH rivals was in the ascendency. 

Alpine couldn’t match Toyota and Glickenhaus at Spa after a 
BoP change that robbed it of more than 26bhp. It got half of that 
back ahead of last weekend’s Le Mans test day, but the Alpine is 
still running with 10kW (or 13bhp) less than at Le Mans last year. 
That has resulted in a significant decrease in straightline speed, 
somewhere around 10km/h (6mph), which makes it difficult for 
the drivers of the car to pass LMP2 racers on the four long blasts 
of the Circuit de la Sarthe. That makes the Alpine a slower but 
also, pertinently, a much less raceable machine. 

The BoP has also given something to Alpine. Last year, the A480 
could go 12 laps between stops courtesy of an increase in fuel 
capacity for a car that, we are told, still can’t accommodate the full 
amount of energy allocated to it, and some heavy-duty fuel saving 


8 AUTOSPORT.COM/WEC 9 JUNE 2022 


Drivers are a known quantity: from 
left, Lapierre, Vaxiviere and Negrao 


by the drivers. The problem was that Toyota and Glickenhaus 
regularly made it to 13, one more than the target laid down in 
the LMH regulations. That led to a realignment for the final 
two rounds of last year’s WEC in Bahrain. 

It is difficult to say for now whether Alpine is in better or worse 
shape than last August. What we do know is that its ORECA 
design is a proven entity that should be reliable and that Signatech, 
come what may, will get every drop of performance out of it. 


Can an LMP2 car win the Le Mans 24 Hours outright? That was 
arguably more of a pertinent question last year, when the LMH 
machinery was brand new. The fact that the five entries in the 
Hypercar class made it to the finish in the top-five positions last 
August suggests that a freak victory by one of the secondary 
prototypes is unlikely this time around. 

But that’s to underplay the challenge of making it to the end of 
24 hours at Le Mans. Don’t forget that back in 2017, a year when 
there were five factory LMP1 cars from Porsche and Toyota, a P2 
car came home second overall. More to the point, the Jota-run 
Jackie Chan DC Racing ORECA led overall for the better part 
of two hours until just over 60 minutes to go. 

A similar set of circumstances would be required at Le Mans 
for a P2 car to win this time around. But remember, racing cars 
do break down (witness the #8 Toyota’s Spa retirement), and 
their drivers occasionally crash them (witness Jose Maria Lopez 
putting the #7 car on its roof at Sebring). 

But even if there are times when a well-driven P2 car is on the 
pace of a car from the Hypercar class, witness Robin Frijns’s charge 
in the wet at Spa aboard his WRT ORECA-Gibson 07, they aren’t 
consistently fast enough to challenge, especially at Le Mans 
where the LMH machinery can stretch its legs on the straights. 


The wait for Peugeot’s debut in the modern WEC goes on. 

The winner of three Le Mans crowns, two with the 905 3.5-litre 

Group C car, one with the 908 LMP1 turbodiesel, opted against 

racing its avant garde 9X8 LMH in the French enduro this year. 

It might have been erroneously billed as a delay in some quarters, 

but the truth is that it was merely sticking to its original schedule. 
There was a desire to be at Le Mans for the first time since 2011 

and its near-miss — by just 14s — with the second-iteration of the 

908, but it was only that; a wish rather than a confirmed intent. 


THE BIG THREE 


When the wingless 9X8 does make its debut at the Monza round 
of this year’s WEC in July, it will be more or less on the original 
timeline for the car laid down in November 2019 when the French 
manufacturer announced its intention to return to the top flight 
of international sportscar racing. 

Back then, the WEC was meant to be running to the aborted 
winter-series format, with a late-summer start and a climax at 
Le Mans in mid-June. COVID delayed the finish of the first season 
due to run to this schedule in 2019-20, and left the WEC with no 
choice but to switch back to a conventional calendar for 2021. 

Peugeot committed to joining the WEC at the start of what 
would have been the 2022-23 season. That would have meant 
a September debut for the 9X8, though the marque didn’t rule 
out bringing the first race forward to late in the previous season. 
It was still trying to advance its plans when it began track testing 
in January this year, but opted against taking the risk. 

And it was a big risk in a way that it wouldn’t have been in 
the days of the 905 or 908. The LMH rules limit performance 
developments to just five so-called ‘evo jokers’ over the lifecycle 
of a car. Blooding the car before it was proven, either in terms 
of speed or reliability, at Le Mans was a risk not worth taking. 

So that leaves the same five entries as last year, but a revised 
playing field should make for a closer race than in 2021. “All I’ve 
ever said is that I want a fair BoP,” says Jim Glickenhaus, the former 
cult film director who had the dream of racing at Le Mans with 
a car bearing his name. “That’s what we appear to have got.” W 


No, the new Peugeot 9X8 
isn’t late. But it also isn’t 
at Le Mans this year. 
We must wait for 2023 
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-HYPERCAR 
PREMA’S PREMIERE 
AT THE 24 HOURS 


The Italian team remains a colossus bestriding single-seaters. 


Now its sights are set on LMP2 glory — and a future in Hypercars 


MARCUS SIMMONS 


motorsport 
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Prema will take its 
Le Mans bow with its 
ORECA-Gibson. Never 
underestimate this team 
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ou know how much time you spend together in 
Y motorsport, it’s almost like being a family. And if you 
don’t get on well together, it doesn’t work.” The words 
are spoken by Andrea Piccini, one of the Iron Lynx 
founders who played a key role in bringing Italian single-seater 
powerhouse Prema to sportscar racing — and, this weekend, its 
Le Mans 24 Hours debut. And his words couldn’t be more accurate. 

Prema, you see, is quite literally a family. Founder Angelo Rosin 
and his wife Grazia Troncon these days look after the lower-level 
single-seater assaults, their son Rene and his wife Angelina Ertsou 
mastermind the upper echelons. The team has spent most of 
the past decade winning title after title in Formula 2, Formula 3, 
Formula Regional and Formula 4. Now, under the nomenclature 
of Prema Orlen Team (in deference to star driver Robert Kubica’s 
Polish backer), it has already fought for LMP2 podiums on its 
first two starts in the World Endurance Championship in 2022, 
and as Prema Racing it has claimed two wins out of two in 
the European Le Mans Series. 

Prema, says Rene Rosin, is a team that “were looking for some 
new challenge. The market of single-seaters for me was saturated. 
There was nothing else for Prema to do. What else you can do apart 
from F4, FRegional, F3, F2 is Formula 1. Formula 1... yes, it’s always 
a nice dream to have, but financial and economical-wise it’s of 
course something not always realistic.” 

Enter a new collaboration between Iron Lynx and Prema, effective 
from July 2021. Within three months, the single-seater specialist 
had taken delivery of an LMP2 machine to begin gearing up for its 
maiden sportscar attack. 

“T knew the Rosin family since a long time because working as 
an instructor I was very often in touch with the young drivers, there 
was a good relationship and mutual trust,” expands former Spa 24 
Hours winner Piccini. “They needed to run the Abu Dhabi Racing 
Team for the Al Qubaisi sisters [in UAE F4 and Asian F3], and they 
needed a support team basically, and that’s how we started working 
together. Iron Lynx grew on the GT side too and this year we are 
running ELMS, WEC and GT World Challenge with Ferrari.” 

While Prema was hankering for new pastures, it made sense 
to Piccini for the team to represent the umbrella organisation 
in prototype racing, specifically LMP2 to start with. “Now, all 
the single-seater classes are basically single-make series, which 
is more or less what it is in LMP2, because they are all ORECA 
cars,” explains Piccini. “So we were sure that the experience of 


PREMA IN LMP2 


Prema has got off toa 
flying start in LMP2 with 
ELMS wins, including 
on home turf at Imola 


“Prema was looking for some 
new challenge. There was nothing 
else for us to do in single-seaters” 


Prema in this field would be fundamental to develop an LMP 
programme. On the other hand we have the experience of 
Tron Lynx in endurance racing.” 

Prema has been largely self-sufficient in running its LMP2 team 
rather than bringing in experienced sportscar hands. Frenchman 
Antoine Okla is chief engineer, making the switch to the team’s 
ORECA-Gibson 07 from GP2/F2, where he ran Oscar Piastri to the 
2021 title. Ralf Aron, a multiple race winner in European F3 with 
Prema, has graduated from overseeing its FRegional and FIA F3 
squads to be team manager — the Estonian is just 24 years old, 
gold-rated by the FIA, and quicker than a large proportion of those 
who will take part in the race. “Some mechanics also moved into 
endurance without stretching the single-seaters,” adds Rosin, 
“because the priority for me is that the single-seaters are 
still my past, my present, my future.” > 


Kubica and co will lead 
the Prema line at Le Mans 
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And then there’s the driver line-up. Kubica is an old friend of the 
Rosin family — he won in the F3 Euro Series in 2003 with Prema. 
“Tt came a bit by coincidence when we started the programme,” says 
Rosin. “We were discussing together, me and the Piccini brothers, 
and it came up to have Robert on board. Which for us is something 
very important, because he brings all his passion, all his dedication, 
all his knowledge. Having his past in Formula 1 is incredible for 
anew team that you need to build up in a very short time.” 

Alongside Kubica came Louis Deletraz, with whom he won the 
2021 ELMS title in Belgian GT3 behemoth WRT’s own debut LMP2 
season. A recent convert from single-seaters, the Swiss is a handy 
driver who, in his single-seater days, “tried a lot of times to come 
to us, but for one reason or another we never found an agreement’, 
reveals Rosin. And even with the FIA’s tightening up of the grading 
regulations for 2022, Prema still managed to find that crucial 
commodity: a ‘super-silver’ in the form of FIA F3 race winner 
Lorenzo Colombo, who somehow fell below the golden axe. 

“T’ve known Lorenzo since a long time,” says Rosin. “We never 
worked together mainly for budget reasons, but he competed 
against us in F4 back in the time, and he’s always been a driver 
that we know is extremely fast. We made a test with two drivers 
and Lorenzo did a great job, and from there automatically it was 
an easy decision. He’s a great team player, he’s a great guy, he’s 
Italian on top, which is something important for us — an Italian 
team with an Italian driver in Le Mans is something very good.” 

That test, last November at Paul Ricard, was the team’s first 
runout with the ORECA, just a few weeks after taking delivery 
of the car. Also on board was Prema single-seater graduate Juan 
Manuel Correa, who was signed up for ELMS alongside Deletraz 
and Ferdinand Habsburg, but who was replaced for the first two 
rounds by Colombo while recovering from injury. And, of course, 
it was a sensational start, with victories at Paul Ricard and Imola. 
WEC has been tougher, with a fourth in class first time out at 
Sebring, followed by seventh at Spa last month. 

“Tt was amazing from the team at Sebring,” enthuses Rosin. 

“We put the car down at one of the most complicated circuit 


“It came up to have Robert Kubica on 
board. Which for us is very important, 
because he brings all his passion” 


Robert Kubica (33) took victory 
at the Norisring with Prema 
in the 2003 F3:Euro Series 
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Rene Rosin, with Piastri, 
is ready for new challenge 


environments we can ever have, we were fighting for the podium, 
we arrived P4, a very good result. Then ELMS at Paul Ricard, 
amazing result. Of course the level of WEC is a little bit higher, 
where you have teams like Jota, United and at the top of it WRT, 
who are the masters the last few years of endurance — they are 
something very impressive, and we are happy because this high 
competition makes us progress much faster. 

“At Spa, I would say we got a bit of bad luck. We were OK 
in the dry, then maybe we didn’t get the right set-up approach 
for the wet, which compromised a bit the result. Looking at our 
weather information we were expecting the rain to stop early, so 
we didn’t really go with the all-wet philosophy. But it was our first 
time in such difficult situations. Still, it was a big learning curve for 
us from where we need to gain experience. I know that everybody 
expects Prema to be there, to fight for wins, and this is what I want. 
I’m not doing it just to be present in a championship. But on the 
other hand it’s a totally new world for us, and I think what we 
are already doing is something exceptional. 

“When I do something, either we go on the full gas or we 
wait a bit. It’s like in the past — we got several chances to enter 
Formula 2, or GP2 at the time, but they were not either the right » 
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PREMA IN LMP2 


ingredients or the right moment. When we decided to enter, it 
was the right moment [that was in 2016, when Pierre Gasly won 
the title and Antonio Giovinazzi completed a Prema 1-2].” 

This, clearly, is the right moment for Prema in endurance. The 
team’s factory in Grisignano di Zocco (near Padua) is two hours 
north of sister squad Iron Lynx’s Cesena base in Emilia Romagna. 
“We work quite closely between our engineers,” says Piccini. “They 
have some good things that we 
are using on our GTss, because 
of all the experience they have 
on set-up, and we have some 
good tools for strategy that we 
provided to Prema. The two 
companies are more and more 
getting closer and supporting 
each other, and the idea is that 
Prema stays focused mainly on 
single-seaters plus the LMP2 
project, and we will keep 
working on the GT side.” 

Iron Lynx also retains its F4 
team — the operation was, after 
all, founded in 2017 primarily as 
an academy. This means it goes 
up against Prema in this arena, 
but Piccini explains: “We have 
so many requests from young 
drivers, and Iron Lynx is born 
as an academy, so we have very 
good coaches to grow the kids, 
so what we thought is, ‘OK, let’s 
keep three or four cars to have a 
test team to develop the drivers, 
and also a couple of cars racing, 
so Iron Lynx can be kind of a 
door to enter Prema’ Prema 
will have the most experienced 
drivers, but the younger ones 
who need support to develop 
their skills go to Iron Lynx, 


Andrea Piccini: experienced 
racer and Iron Lynx founder 
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“We are talking with several 
manufacturer possibilities. 
We need to start making a decision” 


and then they can be ready to jump into Prema.” 

And, then, of course, there’s the Hypercars future. “The reason 
why we enter LMP2 and why we merge the experience of the two 
teams is to show to manufacturers how good we can be with the 
technical knowledge of Prema and with the experience of Iron Lynx 
in endurance racing, and how strong we can be as a partner for a 
constructor,” states Piccini. 

“Honestly, the goal of Prema has been entering LMP2 to prepare 
for LMH, LMDh, to find the manufacturer to work with,” adds 
Rosin. “We are talking with several possibilities. It’s something 
that we need to start making a decision on. We haven’t taken it 
because, honestly, the commitment to LMP2 has been quite total.” 

Even more so with Le Mans coming up. Rosin, whisper it, is so 
enthused about this that he’s missing the Baku races for his beloved 
F2 team to be at the Circuit de la Sarthe. Only once has he skipped 
an F2 event, several years ago when there was a clash with a 
European F3 round. “It’s two long weeks,” he reflects of Le Mans, 
where Prema is next-door neighbour to the four-car Iron Lynx 
Ferrari GTE Am attack. “The mechanics are already there since last 
Tuesday preparing everything. There is the scrutineering back in 
town. It’s for sure something incredible.” 

And the mania has been spreading through the Prema factory. 
“There’s been moments where the entire team of Prema, even from 
single-seaters, where they didn’t have anything to do because their 
cars have left already for races and so on, were all helping on the 
preparation for Le Mans,” says Rosin. “The F3 guys, their next race is 
at Silverstone [next month], so they have quite a lot of time, and all 
mechanics have been helping on the LMP2. At the moment, everyone 
is really focused to prepare for Le Mans in the best way as possible.” 

And, as every single one of the thousands of people who work 
in single-seaters will tell you, and which the sportscar world 
will surely learn: never discount Prema. B® 
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The GTE Pro and Am era 
is drawing to a close 
after years of thrilling 
racing and tight finishes 


GTE PRO 


A SHORT HISTORY 
OF THE GT REVIVAL 


As the GT class faces a time of transition, it’s a good time to recall the greatest hits of 


the GTE Pro years that pitched manufacturers and top drivers into the tightest of duels 


GARY WATKINS 


motorsport 
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GT cars. Road-going machinery is an important part of What became GT1 cars in the mid-2000s were originally GT2 
the history of the place, but for a short period straddling cars when the premier category included low-volume exotica 


1 t seems hard to imagine the Le Mans 24 Hours without since then, and the names of the classes have followed suit. 
the late 1980s and the early 1990s the grid was entirely such as the Porsche 911 GT1-98 and the Toyota GT-One. 


made up of prototypes. That changed in 1993. The Sportscar World The GT1 class that provided the battleground for the amazing 
Championship had been axed, and the French enduro was crying Chevrolet-versus-Aston Martin fisticuffs over the second half of 
out for cars. The reintroduction of GT classes saved the day. the noughties disappeared after 2010, and a new order was created. 
The grid at Le Mans in 1992 in the final year of the ailing The place of the amateur was enshrined in the GT ranks in 2011 
SWC numbered just 28 cars. The following year there were on the disappearance of the GT1 category; GT2 was renamed 
49 entered, and just over half of them were GT cars. GTE and split in two. 
The landscape of GT racing has been in almost constant change The two halves of the class have for the past 12 seasons done 
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GTE GREATEST MOMENTS 


more or less what they say on the tin. GTE Pro is realm of the 
manufacturer teams and cars packed with professional drivers; and 
GTE Am is for pro-am line-ups, where the rules mandate a single 
pro and at least one bronze-rated driver according to the FIA system 
of driver categorisation. Most GTE Am line-ups are made up 

of either a platinum or a gold, plus one silver and one bronze. 

GTE Pro peaked over the second half of the 2010s when class 
stalwarts Porsche, Ferrari and Aston were first joined by Ford and 
then rejoined very briefly by BMW. The Ford GT arrived in 2016 
and stayed for a four-year cycle of the programme, while BMW, 
which had raced at Le Mans in 2010 and 2011 with the M3 GT2, 
came back with the M8 GTE for the WEC superseason in 2018-19, 
which meant a pair of Le Mans participations. 

The GTE Pro entry peaked at 17 cars in those two years prior to 
the disappearance of both marques. They were followed out of the 


ee FS 


SBLOXHAM 


class by Aston Martin, which axed its Pro participation after 
winning the title in 2019-20. The decision of Ferrari and Porsche to 
also end their factory GT programmes at the end of this season as 
they switch focus to their respective Le Mans Hypercar and LMDh 
prototype programmes has effectively drawn a line under GTE Pro. 

New GT rules will come into force at Le Mans and in the WEC 
in 2024, it was announced at last year’s race. They will be based 
on the GT3 class, and we have been promised more news at Le Mans 
this week. What we do know is that from 2024 there will be no 
Pro class. The logic of WEC promoter the Automobile Club de 
VOuest is that the prototype ranks are for factory teams and 
GT racing is for privateers. 

What happens next year isn’t entirely clear, except to say that 
GTE Am will remain part of the grid. There has already been a vote 
by the FIA World Motor Sport Council to discontinue GTE Pro, 
though it was not made public. A statement from ACO president 
Pierre Fillon that the class could continue for a final year if there is 
sufficient interest — two manufacturers and four cars — appears to 
have been a red herring. 

Whatever happens, with no Porsche and no Ferrari the glory 
days of GTE Pro will be in the past after this year. But they 
were magnificent and gave us some classic racing on the 
hallowed asphalt of the Circuit de la Sarthe. ® 
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Lack of brake pad change 
was key to Aston’s victory 


2020 - ASTON VERSUS FERRARI 


The 2020 GTE Pro battle was a cracker. First it was an Aston Martin 
against two Ferraris, and then just one. The contest raged the whole 
way and, even when it looked to be done and dusted, the Italian 
manufacturer’s AF Corse team didn’t quite believe it was over. 
The ability of the British marque’s Vantage GTE to go through 
the race without a change of brake discs and pads proved decisive, 
and its rivals couldn’t take it on board. 

The winning Aston Martin Vantage GTE shared by Alex Lynn, 
Maxime Martin and Harry Tincknell swapped positions back 
and forth with the Ferrari 488 GTE Evo driven by James Calado, 
Alessandro Pier Guidi and Daniel Serra from the seventh hour 


Aston vs Ferrari battle 
swung back and forth 
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when the other Italian car lost contact with the lead battle during 
a safety car period. There were no fewer than 27 lead changes 
over that period. 

“Tt was flat-out from lap one,’ remembers Tincknell, who came 
into the Aston line-up for Le Mans. “My big memory is the two 
cars being out of synch in our double stints on the tyres right 
through the night and into the morning. So when we had new 
tyres, they were on old tyres and vice versa. 

“We would catch and pass them when we had the new rubber 
and then they’d pass us back. There was pressure on us to 
sort of hold them up when they had the tyre advantage, and 
for us to clear them quickly when we had that advantage. 


Lynn (in helmet) with 
Martin and Tincknell 


The lead was yoyoing around like crazy.” 

The race turned in hour 18. Ferrari made what was at the time 
regarded as the de rigueur stop for new brakes, and the Vantage 
broke away. The presumption in the Italian camp was that the 
two cars would come back together when the Aston required 
a brake service. But it never happened. 

“The team was confident we could do it and be hard on the 
brakes right through the race,” recalls Tincknell. “I’m not going 
to lie, the pedal was getting a bit long at the end. That was a 
bit unnerving at somewhere like Indianapolis, but the brakes 
still had good performance.” 

Tincknell remembers incredulous looks from the mechanics 
at AF, who were just a few garages down from the Aston Martin 
Racing pit at the final stops. “You could tell they were expecting 
us to have to change brakes,” he says. “I could see the Ferrari guys 
watching our car when it left — they were shaking their heads.” 


2016 — FORD’S ANNIVERSARY GIFT 


The Ford-versus-Ferrari Le Mans confrontation was reconvened in 
GTE Pro in 2016, 50 years on from the American manufacturer’s 
famous 1-2-3 victory in 1966. This one raged pretty much for 

the whole race — and then kicked off again in the stewards’ 

room afterwards. But the might of America eventually prevailed 
over its Italian challenger to take a symbolic victory in the 

first year of the Ford GT programme. 

The winning Chip Ganassi Racing Ford GT shared by Joey Hand, 
Dirk Muller and Sebastien Bourdais prevailed over a Ferrari 488 
GTE, the works-supported Risi Competizione entry rather than one 
of the full-factory AF Corse cars, driven by Giancarlo Fisichella, 
Toni Vilander and Matteo Malucelli. The battle between two cars 
that led all but two dozen of the 340 laps raged deep into the race. 
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Ford pulled out stops (and 
lawyers) to take the top step 


Marque returned and 
conquered in 2016 


It made for compelling viewing, though anyone involved with 
Risi’s campaign will tell you it wasn’t as close as it looked. 

It was clear that the Ford was the faster car. But the efforts of 
Fisichella, Vilander and the underrated Malucelli plus sterling 
pitwork by the Risi crew kept the Ford boys honest. Only in the 
final three hours did the winning car eke out some breathing 
space after Vilander spun on the exit of the Porsche Curves. 

The Ferrari had hit the front in the 10th hour after the Ford 
stopped just before a safety car, and then another period of yellow 
flags pushed its lead up to over a minute. The American car was 
penalised on Sunday morning when an electronic glitch meant 
its engine wasn’t switched off during refuelling. Fortunes were 


“Ford were playing with us. They had 
pace in hand because they hadn’t 
shown anything in the run-up” 


swinging the way of Ferrari, or so it seemed. But Ford was able 
to pull back the deficit in the space of an hour when Hand 
went up against Malucelli. 

“They were playing with us, no question,” says long-time Risi 
engineer Rick Mayer today. “They’d been keeping in a window 
because they didn’t want to get blasted by the ACO, but when 
they wanted to they could just drive past us on the straights. 
They had pace in hand because they hadn’t shown anything 
in the run-up to Le Mans.” 

Mayer is suggesting that the two arms of the Ganassi squad, 
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one racing in the WEC and one in the IMSA SportsCar 
Championship, played a long game that season with an eye 

on the big prize at Le Mans. By keeping a lid on the pace of the 
carbon-chassis GT, a car designed to race and then reverse- 
engineered for the road, they ensured a favourable Balance 

of Performance for the most important race of the season. 

It got messy in the closing stages and after the race. The Ferrari’s 
lap-leader lights, which indicate whether a car is running in the 
top three in class, had failed and Ford demanded that the car be 
brought in for repairs. When race control suggested that wasn’t 
the way they did things at Le Mans, Ford reappeared with the 
rulebook and, it is said, lawyers to push their point. The Ferrari 
was black-flagged, but Risi told Fisichella to stay out. “If we’d 
brought him in, that would have been it, but leaving him out 


gave us a chance to argue our case,” says Mayer. 

Those arguments were unsuccessful, although a slender 20s 
penalty offers an insight into race control’s thoughts on the matter. 
The Ford was penalised too, for speeding in an 80km/h slow zone. 
With 50s added to its time, a margin of victory that had originally 
stood at a minute was recalculated to just 10s. 


I | fF 7 | JER 
Finishes at Le Mans don’t come much closer than this one. The 
outcome of the GTE Pro battle in 2017 was decided at the end of 
the penultimate lap in favour of Aston Martin. The race boiled 
down to a straight fight between Jonny Adam in the Vantage GTE 
and Jordan Taylor in the best of the Chevrolet Corvette C7.Rs. 

Adam and Taylor left the pits with just under an hour to go 
nose to tail. The Aston, co-driven by Darren Turner and Daniel 
Serra, had been propelled onto the back of the Vette by a quick 
turnaround: Adam took only a splash of fuel, while Jordan took 
over from Jan Magnussen in the blazing heat as part of a full service 
ona car in which Antonio Garcia completed the line-up. 

Adam made a bid for the lead into Indianapolis with two laps to 
go. Taylor just hung on, the two cars rubbing door to door on the 
exit. Next time around, Taylor locked up at the second chicane on 
the Mulsanne Straight. He flat-spotted a tyre, which gave up the 
ghost in the Ford Chicane as the cars swept onto the start/finish to 
begin the last lap. Aston Martin Racing had finally reprised its GT1 
victories of the late 2000s at its sixth attempt with the Vantage. 

“Tt was a phenomenal race,” remembers Adam. “The key was a 
new soft tyre that Dunlop introduced for Le Mans. It worked in 
practice and qualifying and even with the high temperatures.” 

Aston had switched to Dunlop from Michelin for the last season 
of the first-generation Vantage in GTE Pro. It was looking for what 
it called at the time “a differentiator” for the ageing machine. 
Victory was a fitting send-off for the long-serving car, which 
had its roots in a machine that first raced in 2008. BX 


SUTTON 
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A GOLDEN RIVALRY 


In the days before GTE Pro and Am, 

GT1 was a category where full-house 
manufacturer teams went head to head. 
Think Corvette Racing against ORECA’s 
Chrysler Vipers and then Prodrive-run 
Ferraris and Aston Martins. GT2, 
meanwhile, was the home of the private 
teams and wealthy amateurs buying a 
Porsche, a Ferrari or whatever, hiring a 
couple of professionals and bidding for 
victory at Le Mans and beyond. Think 
BAM Motorsport winning the class at 
the 2005 24 Hours, with media mogul 
Leo Hindery sharing an Alex Job-run 
Porsche 911 GT3-RSR with Marc Lieb 
and Mike Rockenfeller. 


It was a classic era for the top GT class, 


which was known as GTS until the 
reintroduction of the GT1 moniker in 
2005. The greatest rivalry came between 
Chevrolet’s Corvettes and the Aston 
Martin DBR9 developed by Prodrive. 
They went head to head four times 
and it ended up as a 2-2 draw. 

The first big battle between the Vette 
and the Aston at Le Mans set the tone for 
what was to follow. The British car was 


mae 


only in its third race, but on Sunday 
morning looked set to pull off what 
many considered an unlikely victory. 

“Il remember sitting on the pitwall and 
thinking this is unbelievable,” recalls 
George Howard-Chappell, who headed 
up the AMR programme at Prodrive. 
“We'd given the cara debut at the 
Sebring 12 Hours and beaten the 
Corvettes, then we won at the Tourist 
Trophy at Silverstone [a round of the 
FIA GT Championship] and now were 
looking good to win Le Mans. It seemed 
too good to be true somehow.” 

It was. A broken front splitter and then 
a fuel issue, which Howard-Chappell can 
reveal today was simply the car running 
out of the stuff, did for the DBR9 that 
was shared by Tomas Enge, Pedro Lamy 
and Peter Kox. Chevrolet won the race 
with Oliver Gavin, Jan Magnussen 
and Olivier Beretta at the head of 
a Corvette Racing 1-2. 

Twelve months later, Aston came 
close again. Pedro Lamy and Stephanes 
Sarrazin and Ortelli were leading the 
class when the clutch failed in the 20th 
hour. Or rather it was burnt out by one 
of the drivers, who Howard-Chappell 


Taylor leads Adam in the 
"closing stages in 2017; 
The Aston Martin took 

a nail-biting victory 


still refuses to name. 

That put the tally at 2-0 to Corvette 
Racing, but Aston Martin Racing hauled 
back the score over the next two years 
before Chevrolet left the class to race 
in GT2 and Aston concentrated on its 
LMP1 prototype programme. 

AMR’s only race of the year with the 
DBR9 was Le Mans in both 2007 and 
2008, but it came away with GT1 honours 
both times. David Brabham, Darren 
Turner and Rickard Rydell took the 
victory in the first of those years with a 
car liveried in British Racing Green. The 
next year Antonio Garcia joined Brabham 
and Turner to make it two in row for a car 
now in the emotive colours of Gulf Oil. 

The winning DBR9 won in 2007 
courtesy of a faultless race. “It was just 
fuel and tyres, and a bit of oil every six 
hours all the way through the race,” 
remembers Howard-Chappell. Staying 
out of the pits was also the key the 
following year, because the Corvettes 
didn’t manage that feat. 

The GT1 era was coming to an end, 
but Chevrolet and Aston would meet 
again on the creation of GTE Proin the 
first year of the reborn WEC in 2012. 
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THE ROOKIE BRITS 


Three up-and-coming UK talents will be battling it out in 
GTE Am this weekend. But how did they get here? 


GARY WATKINS 
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Le Mans rookie David 
Pittard arrives at the 24 
Hours leading the GTE 
Am class in the WEC 
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From Green Hell to sportscar heaven 


David Pittard has enjoyed what could be 
described as an unconventional rise from 
Toyota MR2 club racer to driving an Aston 
“ Martin Vantage GTE at the Le Mans 24 
VO eno Hours. His career path has been all the 

more unusual, at least for a British driver, 
because the springboard to a World Endurance Championship seat 
with NorthWest AMR in GTE Am this year was his exploits — 
and successes — on the Nurburgring Nordschleife. 

The 30-year-old, who now calls the Eifel region home, forged a 
new career direction after a year racing a Ginetta in the GT4 class 
of the British GT Championship in 2017. It came as the result 
of a conversation with two-time Nurburgring 24 Hours winner 
and long-time Audi driver Frank Stippler. 

Pittard was doing some historic racing alongside a British GT 
programme that yielded third in class aboard a Lanan Racing 
Ginetta G55 GT4. His partner in the historic ranks was Graham 
Wilson, who is friends with Stippler and suggested that Pittard 
talk to him. “I said to Frank, ‘I’d like to be where you are, what is 
your advice?’ He suggested the Nurburgring because it’s the big 
four German manufacturers’ home turf,” recalls Pittard. “You can 
get noticed by BMW, Porsche, Audi and Mercedes racing on the 
Nordschleife whereas you might struggle to do that competing 
in the GT World Challenge Europe or similar. It offers a chance 
to put yourself on the map.” 

Pittard made his debut on the daunting ‘Green Hell’ in the 
second round of the 2018 VLN (now renamed the NLS) aboard 
a BMW 325i racer, and then made contact with Walkenhorst 
Motorsport on a visit to the Nurburgring 24 Hours that June. 
After a further race aboard an M240i with Walkenhorst to get his 
full Nordschleife permit (or licence), he graduated to an M6 GT3 
in the top SPo9 class on only his third outing at the track. 

Two VLN races later, Pittard stuck the car on pole position. 

“T remember my team manager telling me he was getting loads of 
texts saying, ‘Who the hell is David Pittard and why is he on pole?’” 
he says. “That started to turn people’s heads. I’ve always excelled 
on the old-school tracks where you need to be committed; the 
Brands Hatch Grand Prix Circuit and Spa were always good for me. 
When I got to the Nordschleife, I instantly clicked with the place.” 

Pittard contested a full programme in the VLN the following 
year, as well as the 24 Hours for the first time, in a pro-am car, 
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and then progressed to a Walkenhorst pro entry in the 
first year the series was named NLS in 2020. He won 
the SPo title with a revolving cast of team-mates in 

a COVID-affected season. Last year, he claimed the 
lap record on the so-called NLS variant of the full 
Nordschleife on the season’s penultimate weekend. 

Pittard’s successes on the Nordschleife, still as a 
driver bringing a budget, resulted in Walkenhorst 
giving him opportunities in the wider GT3 arena 
through 2020 and 2021. He raced an M6 in selected 
GTWCE enduros and Intercontinental GT Challenge 
rounds with factory drivers as team-mates. He makes 
no secret of the fact that he was knocking on BMW’s 
door in search of a closer relationship with the marque: 
“T was going to Munich every winter to talk about 
how I might come more into the BMW family.” 

BMW didn’t increase its roster of drivers for 
this year, but Pittard had another option. He was 
approached by Prodrive, which runs the NorthWest 
AMR squad. Its interest increased when he told them 
he was silver rated. That resulted in a try-out ina 
Vantage GTE at the end-of-season WEC rookie test in 
Bahrain last November. He ended up fastest of all the 
newcomers Aston Martin Racing sampled, and a deal 
to race alongside NorthWest car owner Paul Dalla Lana 
and two-time WEC GTE Pro champion Nicki Thiim 
in a full GTE Am WEC campaign followed. He was 
originally announced as a factory driver, though Aston 
quickly clarified his position, pointing out he was paid 
by NorthWest in a move to protect his silver status.. 

The trio made a winning start to their 2022 WEC 
campaign with class victory at Sebring in March. 

A podium second time out at Spa in May means 
Pittard, Dalla Lana and Thiim lead the championship 
heading into the race at Le Mans. Not bad for a driver 
who started his career racing a 20-year-old Toyota. 

The Pittard family reckoned the Red Dragon MR2 
series for the Mk1 version of the Japanese sportscar 
would be a good entree into car racing after a karting 
career mostly undertaken at club level. “The most 
important thing was that it was a cheap way to learn,” 
he recalls. “I remember blowing up the engine on 
my first or second test day and we replaced it for 
something like 250 quid.” 

That was back in 2010 when Pittard was still at 
school. He dovetailed racing MR2s the following year 
with a Sports 2000 owned by a family friend, then 
sampled endurance racing in 2012 in Britcar. Two years 
of Ginettas — first in GT's, then the GT4 Supercup 
— were followed by lean years induced by a lack of 
finance, before his 2017 British GT campaign and that 
introduction to Stippler. “Frank offered me what turned 
out to be good advice,” says Pittard. “I’m not sure 
I would be racing at Le Mans this year without it.” 


Pittard made his name 
on the Nordschleife 
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Acareer that won’t go up in smoke 


Back in 2013, Charlie Fagg made 

a first visit to a World Endurance 
Championship race as a 13-year-old 
at Silverstone, and managed to get 
a tour of the Aston Martin Racing 
garage. The youngster couldn’t 
have imagined that the next time he’d venture into the 
WEC paddock would be as a driver in one of the British 
manufacturer’s machines. But then he wouldn’t have 
predicted late last year that he’d be contesting the full 
WEC this season and racing at Le Mans for the first time. 

The 22-year-old wasn’t even sure he’d be racing 
anything in 2022 at that time. He’d been part of 
McLaren’s driver roster since 2018, but a hiatus for 
the scheme this year threatened to leave him high and 
dry despite winning the 2021 GT'4 European Series. It 
was a speculative punt from his management team that 
resulted in him landing a seat with the TF Sport-run 
D’Station Racing Aston squad in the WEC this season. 

“When McLaren said they weren’t keeping their young 
drivers it was a bit of a bad moment for me,” recalls Fagg. 
“T had a crisis meeting with my management. I think at 
that point it was fair to say that I wasn’t even dreaming 
of racing a GTE car or going to Le Mans this year. It was 
so far off my radar.” 

Fagg works with Edge Sporting Management run by 
sometime British Touring Car Championship racer — and 
now commentator — Phil Glew and Eddie Reynolds. They 
already had links with D’Station via another member of 
their stable: Tom Gamble had raced a D’Station Vantage 
GT3 in the Asian Le Mans Series in 2019-20 (briefly) 
and 2021. The Japanese entrant had a vacancy for a 
silver-rated driver after Andrew Watson had been 
upgraded to gold status for this year. 

“They were just sorting out contracts with D’Station 
for Tom this year and it was pure luck that Eddie put 
my name forward,” explains Fagg. “He asked Fujii-san 
[Tomonobu Fujii, lead driver and team director] if he’d 
thought of anyone for their silver in WEC. He said, ‘What 
about this kid?’ He sold me to them as someone who 
would be in such a big learning phase coming up from 
GT4 that I wouldn’t be pushing for the new tyres or 
risking everything for the win. I was a bit of risk for 
them, but I came through a bit of a process and here I am’ 

That process didn’t include any testing. Fagg’s first 
time in the Vantage GTE he’s sharing with Fujii and 
Satoshi Hoshino at Le Mans this weekend came a 
month after the deal was announced. 

Fagg concedes that it was a step up from the McLaren 
GT4 machinery he’d been racing since 2018. He’s missed 
out what might be regarded as the intermediary rung 
on the GT racing ladder, though not through lack of 
effort — he’d been trying to properly break into GT3 
since 2020. “That was the first year I had to bring some 
budget while I was with McLaren and, unfortunately, 

I couldn’t,” recalls Fagg, who was unable to race that 
year. “Without a budget and little prior experience 
it was difficult to make the jump.” 

Fagg was back in harness last year with United 
Autosports, as part of a package deal with Bailey Voisin. 
They took three victories across the six double-header 
weekends, and notched up a further three podiums at 
the wheel of their 570S GT4 on the way to the Silver Cup 
title. Fagg suggests that he would be nowhere without 
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“T still see myself as a kid. I’m 
still pinching myself I got to 
this stage at such a young age” 


McLaren. “People don’t realise what an amazing 
scheme McLaren ran,” he says. “As a junior programme 
there wasn’t a better one in the world. Without 

the opportunity they gave me, I wouldn’t be 

talking to you now.” 

The opportunity with McLaren came at the end of 
his first year of ‘big boy’s’ racing after half a dozen club 
kart races and two and a bit years in Ginetta Juniors. 
After a projected full season in the GT4 North 
European Series with Sean Walkinshaw Racing and a 
Nissan 370Z was cut short — “It was an old car and it 
all didn’t quite work out” — Fagg had the chance to race 
a Maserati for the Ebor GT squad. A double British GT 
Championship class victory at Spa with Matty Graham 
aboard the Gran Turismo MC GT4 led to another 
outing with the team, this time in the European 
series and with Glew as co-driver. This Zandvoort 
outing yielded a double victory too. 

“Tt’s been a pretty unconventional career for a 
kid like me, and I still see myself as a kid,” says Fagg. 
“T’m still pinching myself that I got to this stage 
at such a young age.” 


SRO/DIRKBOGAERTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
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ee Ae ae for his remarkable rise 
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Son of a tin-top legend is a handy Priaulx 


Seb Priaulx was told last year by his 
employer that good things awaited him 
in 2022. Exactly what wasn’t made clear 
as a championship-winning season in 
the Porsche Carrera Cup North America 
drew to a close. But very quickly 
a plan came together for him to contest the full WEC in 
a Dempsey-Proton Porsche in GTE Am. 
The son of three-time World Touring Car Championship 
title winner Andy is on the books of Multimatic Motorsport, 
the Canadian-headquartered organisation for which his father 
raced a Ford GT in the WEC from 2016 to 2018-19. It placed 
him with the Kelly-Moss squad last year, and he rewarded 
the faith placed in him with six wins and the title. 
Le Mans wasn’t on the younger Priaulx’s radar for 2022, but 
a race his dad contested six times was “definitely on the bucket 
list”. “I didn’t imagine that I’d get there this year,” says Priaulx. “I 
didn’t have a clue what I would be doing; I was thinking it might be 
LMP3 in the IMSA SportsCar Championship or something. When 
they told me I’d be doing WEC, I thought, ‘This can’t be real” 
The 21-year-old is sharing a Porsche 911 RSR in the WEC with 
Proton boss Christian Ried and Harry Tincknell, Priaulx Sr’s 
team-mate at Ford and a refugee of the Multimatic Mazda IMSA 
programme. Multimatic staff engineer and crew the 911 as part of 
an ever-deepening relationship with Proton that started a couple 
of years back when the German team rented some workshop space 
off the automotive giant for its North American programme. 
Priaulx did briefly race in single-seaters, but his open-wheel 
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career didn’t go beyond a season of British Formula 4 in 2018. 
“My dad couldn’t do any more after that,” he says. 

But what Priaulx Sr did do was to invite Multimatic Motorsport 
boss Larry Holt to one of his son’s end-of-season F4 races with 
Arden. That led to a test in one of the organisation’s Ford Mustang 
GT4s and in turn a full season in British GT, as Multimatic looked 
to show off the car in Europe. “Dad wanted Larry to have a look 
at me, and fortunately I had a good end to the F4 season,” recalls 
Priaulx. “He gave me a chance in the Mustang at Snetterton and I 
ended up being faster than a lot of the pros. Larry is an amazing 
guy and has changed my life.” 

After two wins in British GT alongside Multimatic regular Scott 
Maxwell, Priaulx made his North American race debut in IMSA’s 
Michelin Pilot Challenge support series. The season finale at Road 
Atlanta on the bill of Petit Le Mans yielded a victory together 
with Austin Cindric, which led into a full campaign in 2020. 

Multimatic opted to leave GT4 to its customers in 2021, which 
explains the Carrera Cup programme. “I think Larry wanted to see 
where my talents were at,” says Priaulx. “Obviously there’s nowhere 
to hide in a one-make series. I don’t think I’d be here, doing the 
WEC and racing at Le Mans, if I hadn’t performed as I did.” ™ 


Priaulx Jr, Ried and 
Tincknell won GTE Am 
last time out at Spa in 

Dempsey-Proton 911 
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CLASS OF 2022 
AT A GLANCE 


GARY WATKINS 


PHOTOGRAPHY JEP IOTOESP OF 
HYPERCAR LMP2 GTE PRO GTE AM 
The top class, now called Hypercar, brings LMP2 is the secondary prototype division Road-based GT cars race in two self- 
together the Le Mans Hypercars, slowed-down for privateers running off-the-peg chassis explanatory classes run to the GTE technical 
or ‘grandfathered’ LMP1 cars for a final time produced by one of four constructors (although regulations: one for line-ups of professional 
and, from next year, the new LMDh prototypes. only two are represented here) and powered drivers; and one for pro-am crews normally 
The LMHs are heavier and have less downforce by the spec Gibson V8. The performance of made up of one pro sharing with a silver and 
than their P1 predecessors and are around the cars has been reduced in stages over the a bronze-rated driver under the FIA ranking 
10 seconds per lap slower around Le Mans. past two seasons to maintain a gap to the system. GTE is now reaching the end of its life 
All cars run on Michelin tyres. Hypercars. Goodyear is the sole tyre supplier. (see page 16). All cars run on Michelin tyres. 


HYPERCAR 


TOYOTA GAZOO RACING [oyota GRO10 HYBRID 


7 Mike Conway Toyota continues an unbroken sequence of 
Kamui Kobayashi Le Mans starts dating back to the rebirth of 
Jose MariaLopez the WEC in 2012 with a pair of significantly 
Sebastien Bue revised GRO10 LM Ms The driver line-up has 
BrendonHartley been tweaked too: Hirakawa comes into the 
Ryo Hirakawa #8 car in place of Kazuki Nakajima, who’s retired 
and now has a non-driving role with the team. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Favourite despite a revised 
playing field and a first LMH defeat at Sebring. 


ALPINE ELF TEAM (SIGNATECH) Alpine-Gibson A480 


36 Nicolas Lapierre The Alpine Renault brand and the French 
Andre Negrao Signatech team make their 10th Le Mans 
Matthieu Vaxiviere appearance together in what looks certain 

to be the final appearance of an LMP1 car at 
the 24 Hours. The driver line-up in the A480 
ORECA design is unchanged from last year. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Sebring victory hints at 
what Alpine might be capable of, though it 
won’t have such a big advantage here. 


GLICKENHAUS RACING Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH 


708 Olivier Pla The American marque is back to full strength for 
Romain Dumas its second Le Mans participation with a two-car 
Pipo Derani assault, after scaling down to a solo LMH for 
F what is expected to be a full WEC campaign. 
709 “ven ee The driver line-up has b huffled f 
Richard Westbrook Plas DESH Fey earOn 
Franck Mailleux 2021, with Dumas and Mailleux swapping places. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Glickenhaus proved its 
reliability at Le Mans last year and its pace this 
year. Needs to knit it all together to challenge. 
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RICHARD MILLE (SIGNATECH) ORECA-Gibson 07 


] Sebastien Ogier The Signatech-run team that bears the name of 
Charles Milesi the watchmaker Richard Mille is in the headlines 
LilouWadoux again. For the past two years it ran all-female 

line-ups, but this time rally legend Ogier has 
joined the squad for a full WEC campaign. The 
Frenchman shares the ORECA with reigning 

P2 WEC champion Milesi, who has moved over 
from WRT after his upgrade to gold status, and 
Wadoux, the only female this time and a graduate 
of Alpine’s one-make series for the A110 sportscar. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Recent form for inexperienced 
line-up doesn’t point to a victory bid. 


DKR ENGINEERING ORECA-Gibson 07 


3 Laurents Horr The Luxembourg team, once a stalwart of the FIA 
Alexandre Cougnaud GT and GT1 ranks, returns to the 24 Hours after 
Jean Glorieux an absence of eight years for its second start in 

the French enduro. It owes its place on the entry 
this time around to victory in the LMP3 class 

of the ELMS last year. Horr, who took that title, 
and Glorieux, winner of the Le Mans Cup ELMS 
support series with the team in 2017, have 

moved over from that programme to be joined by 
Cougnaud, a podium finisher in ELMS in 2019-20. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Getting to the end would be a 
decent result for a line-up lacking LM experience. 


TEAM PENSKE ORECA-Gibson 07 


5 Felipe Nasr Penske makes its first Le Mans appearance since 
Dane Cameron 1971 in preparation for next year, when it will run 
Emmanuel Collard Porsche’s factory LMDh prototypes in the full 

WEC; this year’s programme with the ORECA 

is ending after this race. Cameron - an IMSA 
champion with the team in an Acura - and 
ex-Formula 1 driver Nasr were the first LMDh 
drivers announced by Porsche last year, while 
veteran Collard renews his links with the 

team with which he won Sebring in 2008. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Penske madea step forward 
at Spa; another one could put it in the mix. 


PREMA ORLEN TEAM ORECA-Gibson 07 


9 Robert Kubica A powerhouse of the European single-seater 
Louis Deletraz scene for more than 30 years, Prema has made 


Lorenzo Colombo the move into sportscar racing for 2022 after 


DC Racing Solutions, the backers of the Iron Lynx 
Ferrari GT operation, took a controlling stake in 
the team. Kubica returns to the team for which 
he drove in Formula 3 way back in 2003 to 
continue a partnership with Deletraz that 
yielded the 2021 ELMS title at WRT. Silver-rated 
Colombo, a race winner in FIA F3 last year, 
completes what is a formidable line-up. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Prema must have a shot of 
winning P2 on it debut, as WRT did last year. 
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VECTOR SPORT ORECA-Gibson 07 


| Nico Muller Anew British team based at Silverstone arrived 

Sebastien Bourdais in the WEC at the start of this year with big 

Ryan Cullen aspirations and an eye on the Hypercar division. 
The same group that ran Risi Competizione’s 
one-off Le Mans campaign in P2 last year, 
Vector has assembled a top-line crew for 2022. 
Audi factory driver Muller shares with veteran 
Bourdais (back in a prototype at Le Mans for the 
first time since 2011) and silver driver Cullen. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Lack of pre-season 
testing has meant the team has yet to 
unlock its undoubted potential. 


TDS RACING X VAILLANTE ORECA-Gibson 07 


1 Mathias Beche Team with an impressive Le Mans record is back 
Tijmen van der Helm for the first time since 2019 under its own name, 
Philippe Cimadomo suffixed by the fictional Vaillante car company 

from the Michel Vaillant comic books. The team 
that had successful link-ups with G-Drive and 
Racing Team Nederland is fielding a solo car in 
the ELMS in the pro-am sub-division with this 
line-up. Ex-FIA F3 racer van der Helm maintains 
his place despite racing for ARC Bratislava in WEC. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Experience of the team 

and its old boy Beche could give it a shot 

at pro-am honours. 


UNITED AUTOSPORTS ORECA-Gibson 07 


22 Filipe Albuquerque The 2020 class winner, which also has four top-10 
PhilHanson finishes overall, is aiming to bounce back froma 
WwillOwen disastrous assault last year with two ultra-strong 

‘ : rosters: Lynn and Jarvis, who know all about 

23 er success at Le Mans, are joined by 16-year-old 
Alex Lynn , are joined by 16-year-o 
JoshPierson Pierson, who is on course to become the 

youngest ever participant. Former WEC 
champions and Le Mans winners Albuquerque 
and Hanson are joined by United returnee Owen. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Already winners in the 

2022 WEC at Sebring, you’d get short odds 

on another United victory. 


NIELSEN RACING ORECA-Gibson 07 


24 BenHanley The British Nielsen squad makes its second Le 
Matt Bell Mans start after 2020 on the back of a first full 
Rodrigo Sales LMP2 programme in Europe following a series 

of successful LMP3 campaigns. Its Le Mans Cup 
title last year followed P3 titles in the short- 
lived British series and then the Asian LMS. 

It stepped up to P2 this year in Asia and took 
another crown, which gained it an automatic 
entry to Le Mans. The successful line-up of 
Hanley, Bell and Sales has stayed together 

for a full ELMS attack and Le Mans. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS The potential is there with 
this line-up if the team can learn on its feet. 
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CD SPORT Ligier-Gibson JSP217 


27 Steven Palette 
Christophe Cresp 
MichaelJensen 


The French-based, Spanish-flagged team that 
takes its name from the initials of boss Claude 
Degremont, a former French F3 racer, makes its 
first appearance at the 24 Hours courtesy of an 
automatic entry picked up for taking LMP3 class 
honours in Asia. The Le Mans driver line-up is 
culled from the two cars that finished 1-2 in 
that series. CD is the only team running the 
Ligier chassis in an ORECA-dominated field. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS It’s all about the taking 
part for a team with an unfancied Ligier 

and two bronze drivers. 


JOTA ORECA-Gibson 07 


2 8 Ed Jones 


Jonathan Aberdein 
Oliver Rasmussen 


3 8 Antonio Felixda Costa 
Will Stevens 
Roberto Gonzalez 


The British team is back with a pair of ORECAs 
as it looks to improve upon the second-place 
finishes of the past three years. Ex-F1 driver 
Stevens returns to the team to fill the shoes of 
the retired Anthony Davidson. The line-up in 
the second ORECA is all-new and led by former 
IndyCar driver Jones and DTM graduate 
Aberdein. Rasmussen, a winner in Formula 
Regional European in 2020, is the silver driver. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS With these line-ups, 
another podium — at the very least — 

has to be on the cards for Jota. 


DUQUEINE TEAM ORECA-Gibson 07 


30 Richard Bradley 
MemoRojas 
Reshad de Gerus 


WRT ORECA-Gibson 07 


31 Robin Frijns 
ReneRast 
Sean Gelael 


32 Mirko Bortolotti 
Dries Vanthoor 
RolfIneichen 


A familiar face on the Le Mans entry list, Duqueine 
is back for its fourth consecutive participation 
alongside an ELMS campaign. Three-time 
Daytona 24 Hours winner Rojas remains with the 
team and is joined by Bradley, LMP2 class winner 
with KCMG in 2015, and 18-year-old de Gerus, 
who has switched to sportscars after a partial 
season in FIA F3 last year. Duqueine’s race team 
is part of a wider engineering group that builds 
LMP3s after its purchase of the Norma marque. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS The driver combination looks 
good on paper but hasn’t got the results in ELMS. 


The Belgian team defends its Le Mans class 
crown with two ORECAs entered simply as 
WRT: one is a full-season WEC entry, the other 
an addition. Frijns, part of the winning line-up 
last year, is joined in the regular car by fellow 
Audi factory ace Rast and Gelael, who has moved 
over from Jota. The younger Vanthoor brother 
(another member of the Audi roster) 

and Bortolotti, who’s on the books of 
Lamborghini, lead the second car. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Victory at Spa after an 
improved performance for Gelael puts 

#31 among the favourites. 
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LMP2 


INTER EUROPOL COMPETITION ORECA-Gibson 07 


3 4 Esteban Gutierrez 
Alex Brundle 
Jakub Smiechowski 


4 3 Pietro Fittipaldi 
Fabio Scherer 
David Heinemeier 
Hansson 


The Polish team is now a fixture at Le Mans and 
runs a pair of ORECAs for the first time. Brundle, 
who has already surpassed father Martin’s tally 

of Le Mans starts, will make his 10th participation. 
He drives the full-season WEC entry with ex-F1 
racer Gutierrez and Smiechowski. Fittipaldi leads 
the line in the additional car from the ELMS. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Driver line-up shows Europol 
is getting serious, so it’s probably time to deliver. 


ULTIMATE (PANIS) ORECA-Gibson 07 


3 5 Jean-Baptiste Lahaye 
Matthieu Lahaye 
Francois Heriau 


Lahaye brothers Matthieu and Jean-Baptiste 
make a maiden Le Mans assault as entrants under 
the Ultimate banner as part of a full WEC campaign, 
teaming up with Panis/Tech 1 after graduating 

to P2 in the ELMS last year from the LMP3 ranks. 
Matthieu, the elder brother, is no stranger to Le 
Mans: he was a regular more than 10 years ago. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Decent start to its maiden 
WEC season suggests it can be a player in pro-am. 


COOL RACING ORECA-Gibson 07 


37 Ricky Taylor 
Yifei Ye 
Niklas Kruetten 


The Swiss team run by Nicolas Lapierre makes 

its second Le Mans appearance on the back of 
another ELMS campaign. Ye, the star of P2 last 
year and now with the backing of Porsche Asia, 
has joined from WRT. Two-time IMSA champion 
Taylor replaces Lapierre for this race, while silver 
Kruetten has moved up with the team from LMP3. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Could be a dark horse with 
this line-up, despite its lack of Le Mans pedigree. 


GRAFF RACING ORECA-Gibson 07 


39 David Droux 


Eric Trouillet 
Sebastien Page 


Stalwart Le Mans entrant Graff, long since under 
changed ownership from the late 1980s and early 
1990s when it fielded Spice Group C2 machinery, 
is back with a solo ORECA in pro/am. This year’s 
Graff line-up came out top ina small P2 amateur 
class in Asia last winter and were frontrunners 

in LMP3 in the ELMS last year. 

AUTOSPORT SAYS This trio is finding the going 
tougher in ELMS this season than in Asia. 


REALTEAM BY WRT ORECA-Gibson 07 


41 Ferdinand Habsburg 
Norman Nato 
Rui Andrade 


WRT has expanded to two WEC entries after linking 
up with Swiss entrant Realteam, which ran in the 
world championship last year with the French TDS 
Racing squad. Habsburg, part of WRT’s WEC and 

Le Mans-winning line-up last year, has moved over 
to this car to share with Nato and silver Andrade. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Two podiums so far in WEC 
prove they have the potential to fight for the win. 
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ARC BRATISLAVA ORECA-Gibson 07 


44 Tristan Vautier This stalwart of the sportscar scene makes its 

BentViscaal third Le Mans start after 2017 and 2021. The 

Miro Konopka line-up in the ORECA that replaced a Ligier for this 
race last year is led by Vautier, a Le Mans debutant 
despite all his successes in IMSA, and ex-F2 driver 
Viscaal, who has moved over from Algarve Pro 
for this race. They join team boss Konopka. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Best line-up yet for 
ARC could put it in the mix in pro-am. 


ALGARVE PRO RACING ORECA-Gibson 07 


45 JamesAllen The Anglo-Portuguese team fields the two 
ReneBinder ORECAs due to run in P2 proper under the flag of 
Steven Thomas Russian entrant G-Drive before the fall-out from 
2 the war in Ukraine. Williams F1 reserve Aitken 
47 JackAitken rack: eer ; 
SophiaFlorsch makes his prototype debut after his first steps in 
John Falb sportscars last year in GT3. Allen and Binder are 
P2 regulars, Florsch makes her second LM start. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Both cars have line-ups more 
than capable of challenging for pro-am honours. 


IDEC SPORT ORECA-Gibson 07 


48 Patrick Pilet ; IDEC, the sister team of a successful operation 
Paul-Loup Chatin from the world of sailing, is down to a single entry 
PaulLafargue at Le Mans this year as part of a campaign again 

covering the ELMS, a series it won in 2019. 
Porsche factory driver Pilet maintains his 

place on the squad alongside Chatin and 

silver Lafargue, son of team owner Patrice. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS The line-up should be able to 
mix it in the lower reaches of the top six in class. 


PANIS RACING ORECA-Gibson 07 


65 Nico Jamin Panis Racing and Tech 1, which are pretty much 
Jobvan Uitert one and the same these days, return to Le Mans for 


Julien Canal a seventh consecutive participation. Silver-rated 


Canal, part of the line-up for the past four years, is 
this time joined by team returnee Jamin and P2 
regular van Uitert, who has raced for United. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Little team packing a big 
punch will struggle to improve on the fine 

third places it scored in 2020 and 2021. 


AF CORSE ORECA-Gibson 07 


8 3 Nicklas Nielsen This is the first prototype programme since 2014 
Alessio Rovera for the team that will run Ferrari’s new Le Mans 
Francois Perrodo Hypercar next year, while Perrodo has done what 

he did back in 2017: stepped up to prototypes after 
winning the WEC GTE Am title. Factory driver 
Nielsen and Rovera have made the move with him. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Pro-am win at Sebring points 
to a strong showing by 2021’s GTE Am winners. 
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Alessandro Pier Guidi 
James Calado 
Daniel Serra 


Miguel Molina 
Antonio Fuoco 
Davide Rigon 


E Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


AF Corse’s participation in GTE Pro stretches back 
to the first year of the class under that name in 
2011, but this will be its last before moving to 
Hypercar next season. Pier Guidi and Calado, 
world champions in 2017 and 2021, are bidding 
for a third Le Mans victory in four years. Serra 
rejoins them after being demoted froma 
full-season drive in the other car. Molina 

and Fuoco, who came into the factory 

set-up this year, will be joined by Rigon. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Ferrari is always there in 
the mix at Le Mans whatever has happened. 


IG Chevrolet Corvette C8.R 


Antonio Garcia 
Jordan Taylor 
Nicky Catsburg 


Nick Tandy 
Tommy Milner 
Alexander Sims 


Le Mans stalwart Corvette Racing, making its 
21st Le Mans participation and its second with 
the mid-engined C8.R that missed the 2020 race 
as aresult of COVID, fields two cars as usual. 
The Pratt & Miller-operated team is running a car 
in the full WEC for the first time in its history. 
Tandy and Milner race this car and are joined 
again by Sims, while Garcia and Taylor, who 
drive the IMSA car, are teamed with Catsburg. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS You can never count outa 
team that is overdue a return to the winner’s 
circle at Le Mans, despite recent form. 


Felipe Fraga 
Sam Bird 
Shane van Gisbergen 


S Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


The US Riley squad is the only privateer in the 
GTE Pro ranks and is no stranger to Le Mans: it 
lost victory in GTE Am with a Ford GT in 2019 in 
the scrutineering bay. It is returning after one of 
its customers in the Ferrari Challenge in North 
America bought a 488 GTE Evo. Ex-factory driver 
Bird has been brought in for his Ferrari experience, 
while Fraga is a regular with the team in IMSA and 
van Gisbergen was an occasional in the past. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Worthy programme with 
strong driver line-up will still need luck to 
spring a surprise against the factory teams. 


a 


Gianmaria Bruni 
Richard Lietz 
Frederic Makowiecki 


Kevin Estre 
MichaelChristensen 


Laurens Vanthoor 


Porsche 911 RSR 


Porsche is also mounting its last campaign as 

a factory in the GT ranks of the WEC as it gears 
up to return to the prototype field with its 

new LMDh. Christensen is now a full factory 
driver again and has reformed his successful 
partnership with Estre in place of Neel Jani. 
Vanthoor has rejoined them after racing for 
WeatherTech last year. Bruni and Lietz are 
joined by Makowiecki for a fifth season in a row. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Sebring victory for #92 
suggests now could be the time for Porsche to 
end the victory drought stretching back to 2018, 
when Estre, Christensen and Vanthoor won. 
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Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


ToniVilander 
Simon Mann 
Christoph Ulrich 


Nick Cassidy 
Francesco Castellacci 
Thomas Flohr 


VincentAbril 
Louis Prette 
Conrad Grunewald 


There are a trio of Am class Ferraris entered under 
the banner of AF, which has at least a hand in the 
running of nine cars this year. Two are full-season 
WEC entries, with Formula E driver Cassidy 
replacing Giancarlo Fisichella in #54 and factory 
driver Vilander returning full-time to the series 

in #21. Ex-Bentley driver Abril is in the third car. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Numbers are on AF’s side, 
but no crew matches 2021’s winning combo. 


Aston Martin Vantage GTE 


Marco Sorensen 
Henrique Chaves 
Ben Keating 


The British TF team, back at the big race for a sixth 
time, is aiming to regain the Le Mans crown it won 
in 2020. Keating, second last year at both the 24 
Hours and in the WEC points, is this year teamed 
with Aston factory driver Sorensen and Chaves, 

a former champion in the International GT Open 
series who came into the line-up at Spa. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Two seconds for Keating/ 
Sorensen so far suggest this car will challenge. 


Porsche 911 RSR 


Matteo Cairoli 
Mikkel Overgaard Pedersen 
NikiLeutwiler 


Ben Barnicoat 
Ollie Millroy 
Brendan Iribe 


The German Porsche team, which inherited the 
Le Mans class win three years ago, fields a pair of 
911 RSRs, although the car shared by Barnicoat, 
Millroy and Iribe is largely crewed by the British 
Optimum squad. Porsche regular Matteo Cairoli 
stays with the team for a third season, though 
with new team-mates Leutwiler and Pedersen. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Barnicoat and co could 

be dark horses if Iribe brings his A-game. 


Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


Matt Griffin 
David Perel 
Duncan Cameron 


GabrielAubry 
Pierre Ragues 
Franck Dezoteux 


Spirit of Race is AF Corse by any other name and 
works out of its giant paddock enclave. It fields a 
full-season WEC entry for a line-up including LMP2 
race winner Aubry and the ultra-experienced 
Ragues, while the other car is contesting the 
ELMS. Griffin and Cameron make another Le Mans 
start together and are again teamed with Perel. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Another two line-ups from AF 
good enough to be sniffing around the top six. 


Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


Mikkel Jensen 
Frederik Schandorff 
Takeshi Kimura 


Kessel, a stalwart of the GT3 ranks, makes its third 
Le Mans start with a car that’s also contesting the 
ELMS in the same colours of Japanese entrant Car 
Guy and with the same drivers. Car Guy boss 
Kimura and Peugeot LMH driver Jensen are joined 
by reigning GT Open title winner Schandorff. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS A good result is a big ask; 
Kimura isn’t a match for the top bronzes. 
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Come Ledogar 
Marvin Klein 
AlexanderWest 


Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


With Inception boss Iribe competing full-time in 
the WEC with Project 1/Optimum, the entry he 
picked up for taking class honours in February’s 
Asian LMS has been taken over by Garage 59 — 
team owner West is good friends with Iribe. The 
team, originally a spin-off of the old McLaren GT 
operation, runs the Ferrari with the help of AF. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Decent line-up could spring 
a surprise on Garage 59’s Le Mans debut. 


Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


Alessandro Balzan 
Raffaele Giammaria 
Claudio Schiavoni 


Nicolas Varrone 
Pierre Ehret 
Christian Hook 


Giancarlo Fisichella 
Matteo Cressoni 
Richard Heistand 


Renger van der Zande 
Jason Hart 
MarkKvamme 


Harry Tincknell 
Seb Priaulx 
Christian Ried 


JanHeylen 
Maxwell Root 
Fred Poordad 


Julien Andlauer 
Cooper MacNeil 
Thomas Merrill 


Matt Campbell 
Zacharie Robichon 
Michael Fassbender 


The team led by Piccini brothers Andrea and 
Giacomo is back at Le Mans for a third time, 

now fully running under its own steam. It fields 

a trio of Ferraris: two full-season WEC entries 

and an additional entry garnered via its class 
victory in the Michelin-sponsored Le Mans 

Cup series on the ELMS bill. 

AUTOSPORT SAYS Improving on third last year 
might be a tough ask given the class opposition. 


Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


Stalwart British team, winner in GTE Am as 
recently as 2017, lines up for Le Mans start 
number 13 with a completely different line-up to 
the one contesting the ELMS. Van der Zande, who 
has raced LMP1 and P2 machinery in his previous 
participations in the 24 Hours, is joined by 
American sportscar regulars Kvamme and Hart. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Getting close to that 2017 
GTE Am class win looks a forlorn dream. 


Porsche 911 RSR 


This veteran Porsche operation is involved in 
the running of five cars at Le Mans and has two 
full-season WEC entries under the Dempsey- 
Proton Racing banner. A tie-up with Multimatic 
explains the presence of Tincknell and Priaulx 

in the line-up, while former Champ Car driver 
Heylen makes his Le Mans debut in the other car. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Tincknell/Priaulx/Ried start 
among the favourites after Spa WEC victory. 


Porsche 911 RSR 


WeatherTech continues its relationship with 
Proton for a third consecutive GTE assault at 

Le Mans, this time in the Am rather than the Pro 
ranks. The car entered under the Proton banner 
joins from the ELMS, where actor Fassbender 
has been learning about endurance racing. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS The Proton car will get the 
attention of the TV cameras wherever it is. 
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IRON DAMES (IRON LYNX) Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 


8 5 RahelFrey 


Michelle Gatting 
Sarah Bovy 


Iron Lynx fields a fourth Ferrari for an all-female 
line-up (the only one in the race this year) under 
the lron Dames banner. It’s the fourth Le Mans 
for a programme — the first came in 2019 when 
Kessel ran the car — that has moved over from 
the ELMS to the WEC for this season. The driver 
line-up is unchanged from last year. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS A repeat of the top-six the 
team scored at Sebring would be a good result. 


GR RACING Porsche 911 RSR 


86 Ben Barker 


Riccardo Pera 
Michael Wainwright 


The British team that formerly competed under 
the Gulf Racing UK banner makes another Le Mans 
appearance as part of a renewed WEC assault. 
The line-up has been tweaked for this year, 

with Pera moving over after previous 

WEC campaigns with the Dempsey-Proton 

and Project 1 Porsche teams. 

AUTOSPORT SAYS Emulating fifth in class in 
2020 is probably a big ask given the competition. 


NORTHWEST AMR (PRODRIVE) Aston Martin Vantage GTE 


98 NickiThiim 


David Pittard 
PaulDallaLana 


The factory AMR squad departed the GTE Pro 
ranks after the victorious 2019-20 season, but the 
Prodrive-run operation is still represented in Am 
with class stalwart Dalla Lana. Works driver Thiim 
remains with the Canadian for a second season, 
while Nordschleife expert Pittard has switched 
GT racing codes from GT3 to come in as the silver. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS An elusive first Le Mans 

win could be within Dalla Lana’s reach. 


HARDPOINT MOTORSPORT (PROTON) Porsche 911 RSR 


99 Alessio Picariello 
Martin Rump 
Andrew Haryanto 


This Porsche fielded under the Team Hardpoint 
banner is actually an Absolute Racing entry. 
Hardpoint boss and IMSA regular Rob Ferriol won 
an auto entry and put together a programme with 
Proton. It fell over late in May and Asian entrant 
Absolute seamlessly took over the slot: it is 
already running with Proton in the ELMS. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS Late deal shouldn’t bea 
problem as the drivers are already doing ELMS. 


D’STATION RACING (TF) Aston Martin Vantage GTE 


7// Tomonobu Fujii 


Charlie Fagg 
SatoshiHoshino 


Japanese entrant is making Le Mans appearance 
number two after signing up to contest the WEC for 
a second consecutive season with TF Sport. Team 
bosses Hoshino and Fujii have been joined for the 
full season by Briton Fagg, a former McLaren GT 
junior and winner of last year’s Euro GT4 series. 
AUTOSPORT SAYS A top-six at Le Mans would 

be a good result for the D’Station crew. 
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— ee a : ne THE GARAGISTES 
: THAT CHALLENGED 
FACTORY MIGHT 


Glickenhaus ts the latest in a line of small-time constructors to take on the 
big names. Here are some of the finest in the history of the 24 Hours 
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GREAT GARAGISTES 


The old-school garagiste 


= 
<= 
x= 
x< 
° 
a 
a 
= 


Alain de Cadenet was a 
throwback to a bygone age, a 
plucky privateer who stood out 
from the crowd even in the 
more carefree days of the 1970s 
when he started out on his 
quest to win Le Mans. The Brit 
with a French father once towed 
one of the specials he created 
with that aim all the way to 
France behind his 1928 Bentley Speed Six. The starting point 

was the tiny mews garage in central London that the team called 
home. De Cadenet took the term garagiste to a new extreme. 

Yet de Cadenet and his small team were genuine contenders in 
multiple seasons in the 1970s and into the 1980s. He made it onto 
the podium in 1976 with a Lola, but more to the point went to the 
1980 event as one of the pre-race favourites after a pair of wins 
with his own open-top Group 6 prototype ahead of the 24 Hours. 

De Cadenet’s big chance in a year when there were no genuine 
manufacturer entries in the prototype ranks turned into the team’s 
annus horribilis. Desire Wilson, who had starred in the Cosworth- 
engined De Cadenet Lola LM78 in wins at Monza and Silverstone 
rounds of the World Championship for Makes, crashed the car 
during qualifying on Thursday. Not only was the De Cad heavily 
damaged, but the organisers claimed that Wilson had not achieved 
the minimum qualifying time. She wouldn’t be allowed to start the 
race, leaving driving duties to de Cadenet and Francois Migault. 

The team pulled off a herculean rebuild task. “It was an amazing 
effort and we were all shagged before the race even started,” recalls 
team manager Murray Smith. “I was running around the paddock 
getting people to help out with stuff like the welding. The roll-over 
bar was crunched, so we just put another tube over the top of it.” 

Smith reckons the De Cad was “a top-three car at the very least” 
in the year when Rondeau won the race against limited opposition 
in the top class. “I think a lot of people thought we could win it 
after Monza and Silverstone,” he recalls. “The event turned into a 
real saga, but maybe we could still have won because we had our 
delays but had the speed to get back up to fourth or fifth.” A broken 
rear crossmember on Sunday morning lost the De Cadenet nearly 
an hour to repairs, and the car ended up down in seventh. 


De Cadenet built his own car when Ferrari wouldn’t sell him one. 
He’d made his Le Mans debut in 1971 driving a 512M for Ecurie 
Francorchamps and made a bid to buy a 312PB for the following 
year. Instead he thought he’d do a Ferrari: he reckoned the PB was 
essentially a two-seater Formula 1 car with all-enveloping bodywork, 
and his Ecurie Evergeen squad already had a Brabham BT33. 

A young Gordon Murray did the design on the ‘conversion’ 
in his spare time, resulting in the first De Cadenet LM, or the 
Duckhams Special as it was sometimes known in deference to 
a sponsor who paid 500 quid for it to be painted yellow. A Lola 
T380 followed in 1975, and it was with this car that De Cadenet 
notched up his only Le Mans podium sharing with Chris Craft 
the following year after the team began a series of evolutions 
that turned it into a proper De Cadenet for 1977. 

New low-drag bodywork for 1976 needed testing at high speed, 
so the car was taken for a midnight run down the M4 motorway 
in Wiltshire. It couldn’t happen today. » 
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PESCAROLO 


The greatest missed opportunity 


Henri Pescarolo was already a living, 
walking sportscar legend with four 
Le Mans wins to his name, not to 
mention 33 participations in the great 
race, when he became a team Owner 
ahead of the 2000 season. It was the start 
of a successful postscript to his driving 
career that should have given him win 
number five from the other side of the 
pitwall. His second place in 2005 witha 
car named after him wasn’t so much a 
near-miss as a wasted opportunity. 
Pescarolo Sport could have won the race 
with either of its LMP1 machines that 
year. The Judd-powered Pescarolo C60, 
which had been developed out of a 
Courage design, was the fastest car 
around the Circuit de la Sarthe, but a 
relatively minor gearbox glitch for one 
car and three off-track excursions for 
the other allowed Audi’s ageing but 
unburstable R8 prototype to take a 
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ALe Mans legend. But 
fifth win slipped away 
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fifth win in six years. 

And Pescarolo, never one to pull his 
punches, is still angry about it after all 
these years. He acknowledges, then as 
now, that it was a rare opportunity for a 
garagiste to win Le Mans, and the team 
let it slip through its hands. 

“That year was a fantastic opportunity; 
we should have won that race,” says 
Pescarolo, pointing out that his team was 
never again in the pound seats after the 
turbodiesels from Audi and then Peugeot 
arrived. “We were second again in 2006, 
but we weren’t really competitive; the 
balance between diesels and the petrol- 
powered cars killed privateers like me.” 

The diesels had the kind of advantage 
that Pescarolo enjoyed in 2005. New 
aerodynamic and safety rules were being 
phased in for the 24 Hours and its sister 
Le Mans Endurance Series. Older cars 
such as the Audi R8 ran as they were 
conceived, but in heavily penalised form. 
Pescarolo chose to update his C60s to 
the new rules to what was then termed 
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hybrid specification because it was a 
mix of the old and the new. 

Emmanuel Collard put the lead 
Pescarolo on pole position by eight tenths 
from the sister car, while the best of the 
three Audis was three seconds back. The 
drivers of the German cars reckoned that 
gap would come down in race conditions, 
but the opposite happened. It was more 
like five seconds per lap: Jean-Christophe 
Boullion, who shared the lead C60 with 
Collard and Erik Comas, was a minute 
up by the first round of pitstops. 

But it all started to unravel for 
Pescarolo Sport early on. Soheil Ayari 
clashed with a GT car at Arnage late in 
the second hour, losing six minutes to 
suspension repairs. It was the first of 
three mistakes by the Frenchman, 
who shared the second car with rally 
superstar Sebastien Loeb and Eric 
Helary, the last of which put them 
out of the race late on Sunday. 

The Collard car lost 26 minutes in the 
pits with gear selection problems. Yet 


Bitter-sweet podium: from left, 
Boullion, Collard and Comas 


r | Pe 7 

( - j e : 
‘ >a Ace’ 
~ peers 


/ — a oN Wa tua -_ 


pig 
{a 


Two Pescarolo C60s 
locked out the front row 
and had the legs on 
Audi’s R8 in 2005 


such was its pace advantage that he and 
his team-mates were able to charge back 
through the field. By Sunday morning, 
they were only three laps in arrears of 
the Champion Audi shared by Tom 
Kristensen, JJ Lehto and Marco Werner 
that would go on to win the race. Shortly 
before two thirds of the way through 

the race, the gap was down to two laps. 
The Pescarolo did get back on the lead lap 
late on but, with engine temperatures 
rising and no chance of catching the 
Audi, the team backed off its pace to 
finish two laps down. 

Pescarolo blames Xtrac for the 
situation: he insists it was a known 
problem that delayed them. But he 
blames himself for the travails of the 
other entry. He admits that he had 
ulterior motives in the choice of drivers. 
They were all affiliated to Peugeot, which 
he knew was on its way back to Le Mans 
with what became the 908 HDi. He 
wanted to stake a claim to run the 
forthcoming turbodiesel. 

“T wanted a full Peugeot line-up,” he 
says. “I knew Ayari was a quick driver, but 
I also knew he made mistakes. So it was 
my mistake putting him in the car.” 


Well-funded winners 


The Slough-based team formerly 
called JW Automotive notched up 
another Le Mans victory in 1975 
with a new name above the door. 
Now known as Gulf Racing 
Research, the operation achieved 
what it had failed to do with the 
Porsche 917 in 1970 and 1971, and 
added to its 1968 and 1969 wins at 
the 24 Hours with Ford. This time 
it did so with a car of its own 
construction, but it was far from 
a low-budget affair even without 
major manufacturer backing. 

John Horsman, who was running 
the show after former boss John 
Wyer went into semi-retirement, 
reckoned the team spent much 
more than during its two years 
with Porsche. After the 917 was 
banished from the World 
Championship for Makes, the 
team set on a new course, reviving 
the Mirage name it had used in 
the 1960s, for a new line of 
open-top Group 5 racers. 

“Grady Davis, vice-president of 
Gulf Oil, wanted it and what he 
wanted he got,” recalled the late 
Horsman in an interview with 
Autosport in 2017. “Gulf had 
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actually had a cheap couple of 
years with Porsche, but he was 
ready to pay whatever it took.” 

What it took was several stabs 
at a design from Len Bailey and a 
punt on using the Ford Cosworth 
DFV engine. Cosworth boss Keith 
Duckworth insisted a powerplant 
dubbed the ‘Ford Vibrator’ wasn’t 
suitable for endurance racing, but 
Horsman reckoned there was “no 
other choice”. That’s to discount 
a Weslake V12 tried in testing 
but never raced. 

The Mirages skipped Le Mans 
in 1972, notched up a double 
retirement the following year, and 
then scored a fourth-place finish 
with a revised car now known as 
the Gulf GR7 in 1974. But the car 
shared by Derek Bell and Mike 
Hailwood was a full 20 laps 
behind the winning Matra. 

Twelve months on, Matra was 
gone and Alfa Romeo, which was 
dominating the WCM with the 
T33/TT12, reckoned it could not 
meet the new fuel consumption 
rules at Le Mans, which wasn’t 
a championship round. The new 
low-drag GR8 driven by Bell and 
Jacky Ickx took the lead after the 
first round of fuel stops and 
never relinquished it. 
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Hometown hero 


Jean Rondeau remains the only 
driver to win Le Mans in a car 
bearing his own name. He’d made 
four attempts on his home race 
without distinction when he 
decided to build his own machine. 
His logic was simple. He knew his 
track record as a driver wasn’t 
going to get his bum in a machine 
good enough to win the race 
unless he built it himself. 

The result was a car initially 
known as the Inaltera courtesy of 
sponsorship from a manufacturer 
of wallpaper. If his talents behind 
the wheel were modest, Rondeau 
was a persuasive, even charismatic, 
man who could charm the 
sponsors. He even convinced 
Henri Pescarolo, just a couple of 
years on from the completion of 
his Le Mans hat-trick, to drive 
one of the Cosworth-engined 
Inaltera LMs in the new team’s 
debut year at Le Mans in 1976. 

Rondeau needed all his charisma 
to relaunch the team for 1978 after 
a split with Inaltera. But relaunch 
he did, and the team boss might 
have won Le Mans in 1979 ina 
machine he’d named after himself. 
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Jacky Haran crashed their Rondeau 
M379 on Sunday morning when 
they were genuine contenders 

in a race in which the winning 
Kremer Porsche 935K spent an 
hour parked on the side of the 
Mulsanne Straight undergoing 
jury-rigged repairs. 

This was an era of minimal 
factory involvement at Le Mans. 
The following year, the two-car 
Rondeau entry made up 25% of the 
field in the top class for Group 6 
prototypes of over two-litre 
engine capacity. 

In 1980, Rondeau finally fulfilled 
the ambition that had consumed 
him since his first visit to his local 
race as a boy. He and Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud beat the Joest Porsche 
908/80 shared by team owner 
Reinhold Joest and Jacky Ickx. 

The margin was two laps, but it 
was still a close-run thing. 

Rainy conditions at the end gave 
the delayed Porsche a shot courtesy 
of Ickx’s renowned skills in the wet 
and a starter motor issue for the 
Rondeau M379B, which forced the 
team to leave Jaussaud out on 
slicks during a shower near the 
finish. He survived a quick 
off-track excursion to claim the 
last Le Mans victory for a garagiste. 


Up against the odds 


Rebellion Racing was the top privateer 

at Le Mans for more than a decade. The 
Swiss entrant has a phenomenal run of 
results at the French enduro first with an 
off-the-peg Lola LMP1 design and then 
its own car. The team racked up a tally of 
nine top-six finishes on the Circuit de la 
Sarthe, and that’s not to mention a trio 
of outright wins in the World Endurance 
Championship and two in the Petit Le 
Mans enduro at Road Atlanta. 

Rebellion opted to commission its 
own car to replace its ageing fleet of 
Lolas when new rules came in for 
2014. It turned to the French ORECA 
motorsport organisation for a car that 
became known as the R-One. Its debut 
was delayed, but after one WEC outing 
at Spa the best of the Toyota-engined 
cars claimed fourth at Le Mans in the 
hands of Nick Heidfeld, Nicolas Prost 
and Mathias Beche behind a pair of 
Audis and a Toyota. 

Rebellion’s drivers hadn’t been very 
impressed with their new mount in 
Belgium, recalls team manager Bart 
Hayden. “They were quite unnerved by 
the way the car was behaving at Spa,” he 
says. “It took a little bit of sorting out 
before Le Mans, so to come away with 
fourth was particularly sweet.” 

That was Rebellion’s second fourth- 
place finish in the French enduro after 
2012 when Heidfeld, Prost and Neel Jani 
beat one of the four Audi turbodiesels. 
With sportscar racing in a golden age as 
the German make slugged it out with 
Porsche and Toyota, it would be another 
four years before Rebellion featured so 
highly, with third and fourth in 2018. 
That’s not counting third overall with an 
LMP2 ORECA in the attritional 2017 race 
that was lost in the scrutineering bay. 

Rebellion had returned to the LMP1 
ranks following a championship- 
winning foray in P2 after the WEC was 
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Rebellion kept the 
privateer end up. Best 
result at Le Mans was 
second in 2020 


“ > ’ 
We achieved some great ! EE 


results for a privateer. I 
feel lucky we got to go to 
Le Mans with a chance, *s 4 ) es 
even if we didn’t win” Xk za ROLE ROU 


forced to relaunch thanks to the withdrawal 
first of Audi and then Porsche. The promise 
of laptime parity for privateers going up 
against the remaining factory entrant, 
Toyota, drew it back to the top class for the 
so-called WEC superseason of 2018-19. m3 claimed 

Rebellion would claim a first WEC win fourth at Lowi in 2018 
with the Gibson-engined R-13, a car hastily 
developed out of the 07 LMP2 car, at 
Silverstone in 2018 when the two Toyotas 
were disqualified. Two more followed in the 
2019-20 season, at Shanghai and Austin, 
thanks to a system of success penalties 
that pegged back their Japanese rivals. 

But victory in the big one at Le Mans 
eluded Rebellion. Its best result came in 
2020 with second place for Bruno Senna, 
Gustavo Menezes and Norman Nato on a 
day when both Toyotas spent time in their 
pitboxes. The Rebellion, always a finicky 
car, proved to be slower on the average than 
the previous year. The chance, however 
slender, to win Le Mans was lost. 

“T look back on the Rebellion years with 
great fondness,” says Hayden. “We achieved 
some great results for a privateer and I feel : 

. : Privateers on parade. From 

lucky that we did go to Le Mans with a left: Heidfeld, Beche and Prost 
chance, even if we didn’t get to win.” 


GILBERT 
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A DRIVER’S GUIDE 
TO LE MANS 


The Circuit de la Sarthe that plays host to the Le Mans 24 


Hours is a high-speed track with several tricky corners, 
as Team WRT LMPz2 driver Rene Rast explains 


JAMES NEWBOLD , - a 


RAST LE MANS STATS 
STARTS 3 
BEST FINISH 2nd in LMP2, 2016 


TERTRE ROUGE 
This is one of my favourite corners on the track; it’s all 
about the speed you can carry. The better your car is, 


the more laptime you gain down the straight. You can 
cut quite a lot on the inside, but track limits on the exit 
are crucial. You just lift and then go back on the power. 
It’s a quick corner and the car is normally very stable. 


MULSANNE CHICANES 

You carry lots of speed into both of them, but as there’s so 
much dirt off line you can’t drive a different line to really focus 
on exit speed. You have to do the same line as the car in front 
of you. If you can put a GT car between you and the car behind 
going in, they won’t be able to attack you for the rest of the lap. 


PORSCHE CURVES 


DUNLOP CHICANE 
In the dry, the right-hander before the chicane is flat, 
but you have to brake straight after. Brake a tiny bit 


GILBERT 


ESSES 


The left is cool because it’s very 
quick and the camber helps 
you to carry more speed, but 
the right-hander is blind. You 
go over a little crest and you 
turn in before seeing the exit 
kerb. If you turn at the wrong 
moment, you have a slippery 
surface or low grip, you can 


end up on the grass on the 
outside, so it can catch you out. 
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later and you'll miss the first left of the chicane. When 
it’s wet, you have no braking reference. It’s a short 
braking zone, you have to brake in that right-hander 
where the car weight is loaded on the left-hand side, 
so there are lots of mistakes that happen here. 


FORD CHICANE 

This is one of the slowest parts of the 
track. It’s always kind of an unknown 
how the car will behave here, because 
most of the track is high-speed and 
you have a lot of grip due to the 
downforce, then all of asudden you 
have no downforce anymore and 
have to rely on the mechanical grip. 
If you hit a kerb at the wrong angle, 
the car can be unsettled and spin. 


LAP OF LE MANS 


2022 WEC STANDINGS 
MULSANNECORNER 


It’s a laptime-sensitive corner depending on the wind. If POS DRIVERS PTS 

you have a headwind or tailwind, that’s a big difference. 1 Andre Negrao (Bra) Nicolas Lapierre (Fra) Matthieu Vaxiviere (FRA) 57 

It’s about finding the sweet spot during the race of Damo livic pare RomeinDumas tne 39 

where to brake. You can gain a lot by braking later, : : 

taking more risk. But if you lock up the front right, then 3. Brendon Hartley (NzL) Ryo Hirakawa (Jpn) Sebastien Buemi (CHE) 27 

you're going to end up in the gravel andloseimoretina: 4 Jose MariaLopez arc) Kamui Kobayashi (Jpn) Mike Conway (GBR) AIS) 
5 RyanBriscoe (usa) 23 
6 Pipo Derani (Bra) 16 
1 Alpine Elf Endurance Team (Signatech) 57 
2 Toyota Gazoo Racing 5) 
3. Glickenhaus Racing 39 
1 Rene Rast (Dev) Robin Frijns (NLb) Sean Gelael (in) 52 
2 Oliver Jarvis (cBr)Josh Pierson (usa) 46 
3. Ferdinand Habsburg (aut) Norman Nato (Fra) Rui Andrade (PRT) 4l 
4  PauldiResta (csr) 38 
5 Antonio Felix da Costa (prt) Roberto Gonzalez (mex) Will Stevens (GBR) 27 
6 Lorenzo Colombo (IT) Louis Deletraz (CHE) Robert Kubica (POL) 24 
1 Alessio Rovera (iT) Nicklas Nielsen (oNK) Francois Perrodo (FRA) 63 


2 Jean-Baptiste Lahaye (Fra) Matthieu Lahaye (Fra)FrancoisHeriau (FRA) 42 


INDIANAPOLIS 3 James Allen (aus) Rene Binder (aut) Steven Thomas (usA) 4l 
peat enact 
the right, just turn in and ; : " 
lift, then while cornering 1 Kevin Estre (Fra) Michael Christensen (DNk) Sih 
you have to brake in sixth 2 Alessandro Pier Guidi (ITa) James Calado (csr) 43 
gear for the left-hander. 3 Nick Tandy (cer) Tommy Milner (usa) 39 
The car gets very light 4 Gianmaria Bruni (Ta) Richard Lietz (aut) 34 
there. It’s not like Tertre 5 Antonio Fuoco ('7a) Miguel Molina (Esp) 27 
Rouge where you basically 6 David Pittard (car) Nicki Thiim (oNk) Paul Dalla Lana (can) 19 
load the car and then go 
lose or gain lots of time 1 Porsche 91 
here, but it’s not one of my >. Ferran 73 
favourite corners because a. -Chevelet a6 
it’s quite loose on the rear. 
1 David Pittard (car) Nicki Thiim (onk) Paul Dalla Lana (can) 53 
2  BenKeating (usa) Marco Sorensen (DNk) 47 
PORSCHE CURVES 3 Christian Ried (Deu) Harry Tincknell (GBR) Seb Priaulx (GBR) 43 
When | was driving there last in 2016, they still had 4 Florian Latorre (Fra) 28 


the walls and there was no gravel. It’s more open now, 
which gives you more room for error and to attack a 
bit more. In the dark and in the wet you probably have 
less reference points but in the daylight | think it’s 


easier. We saw some nasty crashes in the past, so I’m FOLLOW THE ACTION 


happy to have that extra safety. The cars are very 


quick, so it’s still a challenge. Practice, qualifying, warm-up Le Mans 24 Hours: the race 
Live Eurosport 2, Wed 1245, Live Eurosport 1, Sat 1400 
1745, 2100; Thurs 1345, 2045; com Highlights on Motorsport.tv; 
Eurosport 1, Sat 0915 in-race hourly updates, 52-minute 


package on Monday 
Hyperpole qualifying 
Live Eurosport 2, Thurs 1845 
ans Follow the event on 
Road to Le Mans f autosport.com 
Live Eurosport 1, Sat 1000 


DUNGAN 
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Maranello Concessionaires’ Ferrari 412 P charges 
through the esses at Le Mans in 1967. Richard 
Attwood and Piers Courage shared the car for 
patron Col Ronnie Hoare, Attwood running with 
his school colours of Harrow as a stripe on his 
helmet, Courage doing likewise for his alma 
mater, Eton. They qualified 17th and lasted 

15 hours, only to retire with oil pump failure. 
The car was one of three privateer 412 Ps in the 
race, beside those from Scuderia Filipinetti and 
North American Racing Team (NART). Ferrari’s 
works 330 P4, driven by Ludovico Scarfiotti 

and Mike Parkes, finished second. 


——————¥.) 
IDUKE For classic Le Mans DVDs head 
ess to dukevideo.com/lemans 
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For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 
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LE MANS HYPERCAR 


DRIVERS 

Mike Conway (GBR) Kamui Kobayashi (JPN) Jose Maria Lopez (arc) 
Sebastien Buemi (CHE) Brendon Hartley (NzL) Ryo Hirakawa (JPN) 

Nicolas Lapierre (Fra) Andre Negrao (Bra) Matthieu Vaxiviere (FRA) 
Olivier Pla (FRA) Romain Dumas (FRA) Pipo Derani (BRA) 

Ryan Briscoe (Aus) Richard Westbrook (csr) Franck Mailleux (FRA) 


Sebastien Ogier (FRA) Charles Milesi (FRA) Lilou Wadoux (FRA) 

Laurents Horr (Deu) Alexandre Cougnaud (Fra) Jean Glorieux (BEL) 
Felipe Nasr (Bra) Dane Cameron (usa) Emmanuel Collard (FRA) 

Robert Kubica (Pot) Louis Deletraz (cHe) Lorenzo Colombo (iTA) 

Nico Muller (cHe) Sebastien Bourdais (FRA) Ryan Cullen (cer) 

Mathias Beche (cHE) Tijmen van der Helm (Nip) Philippe Cimadomo (Fra) 
Filipe Albuquerque (Prt) Phil Hanson (GBR) Will Owen (usA) 

Alex Lynn (car) Oliver Jarvis (GBR) Josh Pierson (usa) 

Ben Hanley (csr) Matt Bell (car) Rodrigo Sales (usa) 

Steven Palette (Fra) Christophe Cresp (Fra) Michael Jensen (DNk) 

Ed Jones (are) Jonathan Aberdein (zArF) Oliver Rasmussen (DNk) 
Richard Bradley (GBR) Memo Rojas (Mex) Reshad de Gerus (FRA) 

Robin Frijns (NLD) Rene Rast (Dev) Sean Gelael (in) 

Mirko Bortolotti (ita) Dries Vanthoor (BEL) Rolf Ineichen (cHE) 

Esteban Gutierrez (mex) Alex Brundle (csr) Jakub Smiechowski (POL) 
Jean-Baptiste Lahaye (Fra) Matthieu Lahaye (Fra) Francois Heriau (FRA) 
Ricky Taylor (usa) Yifei Ye (cHN) Niklas Kruetten (Deu) 

Antonio Felix da Costa (prt) Will Stevens (GBR) Roberto Gonzalez (mex) 
David Droux (cHE) Eric Trouillet (Fra) Sebastien Page (CHE) 

Ferdinand Habsburg (aut) Norman Nato (Fra) Rui Andrade (prt) 

Pietro Fittipaldi (Bra) Fabio Scherer (cHE) David Heinemeier Hansson (DNK) 
Tristan Vautier (FRA) Bent Viscaal (NLD) Miro Konopka (svk) 

James Allen (aus) Rene Binder (aut) Steven Thomas (usa) 

Jack Aitken (GBR) Sophia Florsch (Deu) John Falb (usa) 

Patrick Pilet (Fra) Paul-Loup Chatin (Fra) Paul Lafargue (FRA) 

Nico Jamin (FRA) Job van Uitert (NLD) Julien Canal (Fra) 

Nicklas Nielsen (pnk) Alessio Rovera (ITA) Francois Perrodo (FRA) 


GTE PRO 


51 
52 
63 
64 
74 
91 
92 


Alessandro Pier Guidi (ita) James Calado (Ger) Daniel Serra (BRA) 
Miguel Molina (esp) Antonio Fuoco (ITA) Davide Rigon (ITA) 

Antonio Garcia (esp) Jordan Taylor (usa) Nicky Catsburg (NLD) 
Tommy Milner (usa) Nick Tandy (GBR) Alexander Sims (GBr) 

Sam Bird (car) Felipe Fraga (Bra) Shane van Gisbergen Nz.) 
Gianmaria Bruni (tA) Richard Lietz (aut) Frederic Makowiecki (FRA) 
Michael Christensen (pNk) Kevin Estre (FRA) Laurens Vanthoor (BEL) 


GTE AM 


21 
33 
46 
54 
55 
56 
oF 
59 
60 
61 
66 
i 
75 
77 
79 
80 
85 
86 
88 
93 
98 
99 
717 


Toni Vilander (FIN) Simon Mann (ar) Christoph Ulrich (che) 

Marco Sorensen (DNk) Henrique Chaves (Prt) Ben Keating (UsA) 
Matteo Cairoli (ita) Mikkel Pedersen (pnk) Niki Leutwiler (cHE) 

Nick Cassidy (NzL) Francesco Castellacci ita) Thomas Flohr (cHE) 

Matt Griffin (RL) David Perel (zar) Duncan Cameron (cpr) 

Ben Barnicoat (car) Ollie Millroy (Gar) Brendan Iribe (usa) 

Mikkel Jensen (pnk) Frederik Schandorff(onk) Takeshi Kimura (JPN) 
Come Ledogar (Fra) Marvin Klein (FRA) Alexander West (swe) 
Alessandro Balzan (Ta) Raffaele Giammaria ('TA) Claudio Schiavoni (iTa) 
Vincent Abril (FRA) Louis Prette (Mco) Conrad Grunewald (usa) 

Renger van der Zande (NLD) Jason Hart (usa) Mark Kvamme (usa) 
Gabriel Aubry (Fra) Pierre Ragues (FRA) Franck Dezoteux (FRA) 

Nico Varrone (Arc) Pierre Ehret (peu) Christian Hook (BEL) 

Harry Tincknell (GBR) Seb Priaulx (GBR) Christian Ried (DEU) 

Julien Andlauer (FRA) Cooper MacNeil (usa) Thomas Merrill (usa) 
Giancarlo Fisichella ('ta) Matteo Cressoni (iT) Richard Heistand (usa) 
Rahel Frey (cHE) Michelle Gatting (DNK) Sarah Bovy (BEL) 

Ben Barker (csr) Riccardo Pera (iT) Michael Wainwright (usa) 

Jan Heylen (BEL) Maxwell Root (usa) Fred Poordad (usa) 

Matt Campbell (aus) Zacharie Robichon (can) Michael Fassbender (irL) 
Nicki Thiim (on) David Pittard (cer) Paul Dalla Lana (can) 

Alessio Picariello (BEL) Martin Rump (Est) Andrew Haryanto (inn) 
Tomonobu Fujii Jpn) Charlie Fagg (GBR) Satoshi Hoshino (Pn) 
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TEAM 

Toyota Gazoo Racing 
Toyota Gazoo Racing 
Alpine Elf Team (Signatech) 
Glickenhaus Racing 
Glickenhaus Racing 


Richard Mille Racing Team (Signatech) 
DKREngineering 

Team Penske 
PremaOrlen Team 

Vector Sport 

TDS Racing x Vaillante 
United Autosports 

United Autosports 
Nielsen Racing 

CD Sport 

Jota 

DuqueineTeam 

WRT 

WRT 

Inter Europol Competition 
Ultimate (Panis) 

Cool Racing 

Jota 

Graff Racing 

Realteam by WRT 

Inter Europol Competition 
ARC Bratislava 

Algarve Pro Racing 
Algarve Pro Racing 

IDEC Sport 

Panis Racing 

AF Corse 


AF Corse 

AF Corse 

Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) 
Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) 
Riley Motorsports 

Porsche GT Team (Manthey) 
Porsche GT Team (Manthey) 


AF Corse 

TF Sport 

Team Project 1 

AF Corse 

Spirit of Race (AF) 

Team Project 1 

Kessel Racing 

Inception Racing (Garage59) 
lron Lynx 

AF Corse 

JMW Motorsport 

Spirit of Race (AF) 

lron Lynx 

Dempsey-Proton Racing 
WeatherTech Racing (Proton) 
lron Lynx 

Iron Dames (Iron Lynx) 

GR Racing 

Dempsey-Proton Racing 
Proton Competition 
Northwest AMR (Prodrive) 
Hardpoint Motorsport (Proton) 
D’Station Racing (TF) 


ENTRY LIST AND TIMETABLE 


CAR 

Toyota GRO10 HYBRID 
Toyota GRO10 HYBRID 
Alpine-GibsonA480 
Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH 
Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH 


ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
Ligier-Gibson JSP217 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 


Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Chevrolet Corvette C8.R 
Chevrolet Corvette C8.R 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Porsche911RSR 
Porsche911RSR 


Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Aston Martin Vantage 
Porsche911RSR 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 
Porsche911RSR 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari 488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Porsche911RSR 
Porsche911RSR 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Ferrari488 GTE Evo 
Porsche911RSR 
Porsche911RSR 
Porsche911RSR 
Aston Martin Vantage 
Porsche911RSR 
Aston Martin Vantage 


WEDNESDAY 8 JUNE 
0900-0935 

Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Free Practice 1 


1005-1050 
Ligier European Series 
Free Practice 1 


1120-1155 
Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Free Practice 2 


1225-1325 
Road to Le Mans 
Free Practice 1 


1400-1700 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Free Practice 1 


1730-1815 
Ligier European Series 
Free Practice 2 


1900-2000 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Qualifying 


2030-2130 
Road to Le Mans 
Free Practice2 


2200-0000 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Free Practice 2 


THURSDAY 9 JUNE 
0850-0910 

Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Qualifying 1 


0925-0945 
Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Qualifying 2 


1015-1035 
Ligier European Series 
Qualifying 1 


1050-1110 
Ligier European Series 
Qualifying 2 


1210-1230 
Road to Le Mans 
Qualifying 1 


1245-1305 
Road to Le Mans 
Qualifying2 


1335-1420 
Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Racel 


1500-1800 
LeMans24Hours 
Free Practice3 


1830-1925 
Road to Le Mans 
Racel 


2000-2030 
Le Mans24Hours 
Hyperpole 


2200-0000 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Free Practice4 


FRIDAY 10 JUNE 
0930-1015 

Porsche Sprint Challenge 
Race2 


1110-1200 
Ligier European Series 
Racel 


SATURDAY 11 JUNE 
0900-0950 

Ligier European Series 
Race2 


1030-1045 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Warm-up 


1120-1215 
Road to Le Mans 
Race2 


1600 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Start 


SUNDAY 12 JUNE 
1600 
Le Mans 24 Hours 
Finish 
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DAVE THE DATE 


*#AUTOSPORT #AUTOSPORT *#AUTOSPORT 

ENGINEERING THE RACING PERFORMANCE & TUNING 

SHOW CAR SHOW CAR SHOW 
12-13 JANUARY 2023 12-15 JANUARY 2023 12-15 JANUARY 2023 

TRADE ONLY TRADE & PUBLIC TRADE & PUBLIC 


FUROPE’S LARGEST -_ 


MOTORSPORT 


Viena ene ee 


@ Christopher 
| elge 


Ingeniously English. 
Unsurprisingly Swiss. 


The sound 
of obsession 


At Christopher Ward our designers are a little, 

well, obsessive. Take the C60 Trident Pro 600 as proof. 
So determined were the design team in England to 
get the ‘click’ of the rotating dive bezel just right, 
they secretly recorded other brands’ bezels for 
reference. Then sent the recordings to our brilliant 
Swiss engineers -— and told them to do their best. 

The result is a bezel with a click that beats all other 


brands, bar one: Rolex. Next time, we'll go one better. 


christopherward.com 


